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COXFIDI'LXriAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt. 


Part XXUl. 


No. 1. 

-Vr. Portal to the hlarqui's of ^^alislniry.—{Received July 7, 1 ) 

(No. 11)0.) 

(Teloin'riphic.' Cairo, July 1, 1887, ll'o 

F^sGLLSII Sa1)-Conti’oller of Poil of Alexandria has hcon dismissed for mis¬ 
conduct. 

lhvj,‘lish Administrator of Railways and Port is very anxious that successor should 
ho an Ihiglishman, and proposes Captain Gooderieli, R.N. now in this country, who 
is billing to accept on lower salary. 

lvj;y|)tian Admlnislralov wishes lo propose a native, and T am assured that 
Khedive intends to insist o!i a native ht'ing accept('d. 

I’reiad) Administmtor is aailling to accepi Goodiwich, miless native is proposed. 

It s('i'nis to me very desirahle that thi.s post slimild for tlic pre.sent h(‘ kept in 
liluglisli leiiids Hay T tell Fgypt i;in Government so P 


No. -J. 

T!>f Marfjui' of S/ih'.huf i/ to Mr. f^ortat. 

(No. ll-M 

(Telegra])iiie.) Foreign Office, July 8, 1887, d'lO I'.M. 

Vnt'R No. 181). 

L sh(;u!d h(' glad to know who is the nati\e reeomnenuh'd hy the Egyptian 
Administrat-^'r, and whether he is avcU qualified . 


No. 

Mr. Portal to the .t/e/aye"- .so Aoo;/.— (Rroi'ierd .ftilii li.) 
tNo, 381. Conlidential.) 

-\ly Lord, Caiio, .July 3, 1887. 

AMONG the Egyptian Administrations under European control created in the 
latter days of tho Khedive Ismail, that which perhaps has been the h ast successful in 
the results attained is the Administration of the Cadastre or Land Sursey, which is at 
present under the directorship of an ..American gentleman named Mason Bey. Not 
only has tin* jirogress made been very slight, hut recently accusations of irregularities 
committed look so deliuitc* a form that the Ministry of Finance decided to scud one of 
tlieir insjx'ctors, an Englishman named McCullough, to inquire into certain measure¬ 
ments, assessments, and distribution of Goveimment lauds which had recently been 
elfected in the Behcra Province. 

The result of ]\Ir. McCullough’s examination on the spot was by no means satis¬ 
factory, and a Commission of five persons Avas then appointed to examine into the 
[582] B 
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nature of tlie irregularities said to have been committed. Among tin' members oC this 
Commission were Mr. Hamilton Lang, English Controller of the Laira Sauieh; Tigrane 
Pasha; Mr. Poster, an English Inspector in the employment of tlu' Ministry of 
Public M’^orks; and the Undcr-Sceretary for Education. A minute investigation was 
made of the proceedings of the Cadastre in the district in question, the ivsultsof which 
were embodied in a lleport addressed on the (Jth June to tlie ^Minister of Public 
Works. This lleport vas afterwards published in the Journal OUlciel,” from Avhich 
I have the honour to inclose a copy herewith. 

Your Lordship will perceive that, allh(,ugh the Commission declares that after the 
most careful exajniiiaiion it cannot attribute any of the irregularities brought to light 
to personal or pecuniar) juotives on the part of the Cadastral officers concerned, yet 
very grave charges of negligence and irregularity are brought against Mason Bey 
himself, against Castelnuo\o Bey, an official of high position in that Administration, 
and against the native employe in charge of the operations in this particular district. 

The publication of the lleport in the official Gazette may be looked upon as 
equivalent to a severe censure upon the officers implicati'd ; but so unsatisfactory 
appears to be the gimeral state of affairs in the Cadastj'i' Administration, as revealed 
by the inquiries of this Commission, that it has been decided to institute a more 
thorough inquiry into the wliole system of the Land Survey. A decision to this effect 
was taken in the Council of iMinistm's on the 7th June, the results of which wore 
embodied in a note addressed by Aubar Pasha to the ^Minister of Public M^'orks, a copy 
of which is inclosed herewith. By this decision a fresh Commission was ajipointed, 
consisting of six members, including Colonel Sir C. Scott IMoncrii'lf, Mr. liamilton 
Lang, M. Ornstcin, Tigrane Pasha, Yacoub Artin Pasha, and Boutros Pasha, the 
Undcr-Sccrctary for Justice. 

This Commission is charged :—(1) To examine the whole system of the Cadastre, 
to report on the reasons for its failure to accomplish its work; (2) to suggest what it 
considers the best system to follow for the future, stating whether it considers the 
results may be best olitained by a modification of the Cadastral system, or by its 
abolition and a return to the old system in vogue in the da)s of Meluain't Ali, and, in 
fact, thoroughly to examine the working of the system since its establishment. 

The labours of this Commission will, 1 imagine, hardly be concluded in less than 
six months or a year; but, in the meantime, it is, T submit, desirable that no change 
^hould be made in the existing system or in the officers actually enqdoyed in tlie 
Cadastre. 

A very short rctrospi'ct at thi* history of the Cadasfre show's bow necessary a 
thormigh examination of the system has become. Estaldished in ISTS liy the European 
Ministry undi'r Sir Uivers IVilson, the Cadastre has, in nine years, undergone six 
changes of Directorship. Sir A. Colvin, the first Director, was succeeded liy Stem* 
Pasha, who, in his turn, Avas folloAvcd hy a Commission of three persons—Sir A. Colvin, 
M. Boiisseau Pasha, and llustiun Pasha. This gave way to a .foint Control under 
iVlr, Gibson and M. Langandin, a Ercuehman. Ou the dismissal of tlie latter 
Mr. Gibson remaini'd sole Director, till in IhSl he Avas succeeded hy Mason Bey. Each 
of these changes of Administration hringing with it some ehange of system, and, con¬ 
sidering the great difficulties to ])c cucountcred iii e.xecuting a coiiqilcUi survey of this 
country, it is not, perhaps, surprising that tlie progress mail'^ should hardly have been 
equal lo AvhatAvas expected, hut it scarcely aeeouiits for tlu' fact that alter an('xistence 
ol nine years the Cadastre has actually complcLcd tlic survey of only sonu' .bOtbOOO 
foddans, or not more than one-tentli of the avIioIo Avork to be done, and this at a total 
cost of about 300,000/. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. n. PORTAL. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 3. 

Extract from the “Journal OfficieV' of June 25, 1887. 


Rapport adresse a .son Excellence le Minicire dcfi Trauauc Puhlic^ par la Commission 
chareje'e de la Verification des Ope'rutions Cadustrales. 

M. le Ministre, Le Caire, le 6 Juin, 1887. 

LA Coramis.sion chargee par la lettre de votre Excellence, en date du 
7 Avril, 1887, d’examincr los irregularites qui auraient dte commiscs dans rarpentage 
ct la iivruisou des terres de Baluktar et de Sidi Ghazi Baslakoun, ct de coustatcr 


les causes de ecs irregularites, a ;ic(piis(' I’intime conviction, aprc« s’etre liAwee ados 
recherches minutienses ('t s’etre (mtonrei' de touti's les informations qn’cllcs a ernes de 
nature a I’eelairm- siir les qiu'stinns (p\i ]\\\ ftaient posei's, que phisimir.s irregAilarites 
ont eu lieu dan^ la delimitation el 1 > liAwaison des terres dans la herrieh de Sidi Ghnzi 
Baslakonn. 

,8/r// Ghazi Bash'hnim. — 1. Aucmi d(‘s Cheiks des communes Hmilroplios a Test 
ct an ‘-ml dc la hcrrich de cidli' loealite, donnee (ma concession, n’a assiste a la 
delimitation. 

L(‘s ingcnif'urs n’ont ou pour les guidiw dans Tetahlissemonl dos limitos communes 
aA'CC h“s nn'iiidi*- adjaccnti's que les Cheiks d(' Baslakonn souls. 

2. Kn eiablissant sur lenr carle les limitos est dec('t1<'herrieh, cos ingenieursn’ont 
memo p.‘i. ■-uiAi, dans c<'tte cireoiistanee, li's indications des ('le-ils de Baslatonn, et ont 
reporte, de lour projire autorite, ci's liinites plus a Vest. 

Par ce fait ils ont empiete sur les ti'rres de la herriidi de Belaktar, of du croupe 
des tei'res eonnues sous h' nom dc BoutouroAis. 

Cost eetto poussee vers Vest qu’ont suhi(‘ les limitos est de la herrieh de 
Baslakonn oui doil etr(‘ eonside’'ee comme le point d(' dfqmrt de loiiti's les iia-egularites 
qui .se sout pvodniles. 

3. Le proces-verlial general, destine a donnor un earaeteiv' d’authenticite a, 
la carte etalilii' par l(*s ingenieurs, n’indique ni supcrficie, ni limitos mcsurcos, ni 
direction des liencs de demarcation d<'S limitos; il ne contient, par consequent, aucune 
donnee ])osilive etabli^sani la cm-titude que celte carte est conforme aux indications 
foiirnie-,, ,m\ iimenimirs qui Vont dressec, par los Cheiks dc Baslakoun, lesquels ont 
sculs signe cc document. 

Aueun d(‘s Cheiks des commnnes limitrophes n’a appose sa .signature sur ee proc^s- 
vcrbal. 

t. Enfin, (m ennformite de fArtieh' 8 du Decnd du t) Septombre, 18St, la fixation 
d('s limitos par des liorues ('u pievres di'vait pveecdcr le llaiiport du Direeteur-Gencral 
du Cadastvi' an Consinl des ATinistri's. 

li’Administration du Cadastri' n’a tenu eependant aucim compte de ecs dispositions 
du Dcerd. 

IjCs irregularites ci-fh'ssus signalees, contrnircs anx dispositions essentii ih's pouiGa 
delimitation el la livraisoii des teirains concedes anssi 1)i('n ([u’a < elK's du Dcercl dn 
B Septcnihri', 1, soul (!(' natiiri', dans I’opinion dc la Commission, a a icier vniticrc- 
ment les operations de delimitation et dc livraison des terres d(‘ la herrieh ih' Sidi 
Ghazi Baslakoun. 

La Commission estime done (jue VAdministration du Cadastre n'etait jias justiliee 
•a adr('ss(>i’ sou Bajipori, en date du 19 danvier, 18sG, an Vresident du Conseil des 
Minis!res, -i I’i'lh't (I’olitenir I’ordre de livraison des terres aux coueessionnaircs deeelTe 
herrieh. 

La Commission a, de plus, constate que la delimitation des dites terres, et surtout 
de cellos concedci's a Mason Bey, n’a jamais etc faite que sur la carte, I't quo, ni ilors, 
ni depnis jusqu’a c(' jour, cetlc delimitation n’a pu etro elTectiu'e, et eela a cau'-e de 
l’op])osilion ipie les ingeui(mvs ont I'lmeontrec sur les lieux, de la part des interesses, 
lorsqn’ils ont \oulu proeeder an homage en pierre, ain.si ipio Vexige I’Artiele 8 du 
Deerct du 9 Septemlu’c, 1 S81<. 

Si nous avous insi- te d’une maniere special sur cette sage disposition du Deerei, 
e’est qiK', a notro avis, ce n’est que par eette delimitation materielle quo les Cheiks 
peuveiit s’assurer si lours indications ont 6ti5 suivies, et qn’il sevait injusti' de les rondre 
rcsjionsahles d’indieations eonsignees sur un plan qu’ils ne eompreiineut pas. 

Ear eonsequout, la Commission est d’avis quo tout ee qui a etc fait par 1’Adminis¬ 
tration du Cadastre eoneernant cos concessions do la herrieh de Sidi Ghazi Baslakoun 
est defectueux, et qu’il deAU’ait etre procede a une nouvellc ddlimitation. ^ 

Berrieh de Balaktar. —A la suite dos irregularites eommises dans la delimitation do 
la herrieh de Sidi Ghazi Baslakoun, a. Vest et au sud-est, il j a cu cmpitltoinent sur les 
terres de la berrieh do Balaktar, ct sur cclles do la loealite connue sous le nom de 
Boutourous, comme nous Vavons deja dit plus haut. 

Il cu est naturcllemont resulto que les terres de la berrieh dc Balaktar, portees 
sous lo No. GGSdu Catalogue des Immeublcs libres de I’Etat, mlses eii A'ente en 1881 et 
vendues en Juillet 1886 a Abdel Latif Bey Seyrali ct consorts, no se soiit pas trouvees 
en totalite. 

l.a Commission eonsid6rc done, M. le Ministre, que la delimitation des terre* 
eoncedees ii ees derniors uc pent pas se fairc exactement avant quo les limites est dea 
terres dc Sidi Ghazi Baslakoun n’aicnt etc delinitivement rcctihees. 
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La Commission est foncloe ii penscr qu’imc fois ces rectifications opcrccs, la 
superficie des terros indiquees dans le No. GG8 du Catalogue se retrouvera, sinon 
totalemeut, du moins pour uue ctendue se rapproeliaut sensiblomeut dc ccllc dc 
G,000 feddans indiquec an Catalogue. 

Comme conclusion, la Commission croit devoir recommander unc nouvellc 
delimittition des terres a\ee bornage on pierres do la l)crrieb dc Sidi Gbazi Baslalcoun, 
en suivant strictement les indications des Cheiks dc Baslakoun ct dc ceux des 
communes limitropbes. 

Ces travanx termines, ct les limitos est et sud-ost de la bcrrieli dc Sidi Gbazi 
Baslakoun etablic's, il sera I’acilo de precis('r a^oc ('xaotitude quelles son! les [)artiesdcs 
terres du Gouverneinent indiqueo sons lo No. (<(‘>^ du Catalogue dont on pent disposer 
aetuelleiueut, pour etre con.5igueos a Alalcl Laiii Be} Se} rail ct consorts, (d quelles 
sont les liinites exactes des terres, suit du Gouveinement, soit des partieuliers, sises a 
Boutourous. 

Rf^poihiahilite ),.—Aprils cct expose, la Commission a le d<'voir d’indiqner a totre 
Excellence les personnes pouvant etre eonsiderees eoaiiu ' u'sponsables des irregalaritds 
eoinmises. 

Ce sont;— 

1. 'lassan ElVendi Safnet, speeialement (barge des op(‘rations gd-omdtriques surle 
terrrdu, dt's ddlimitutions, et des boruagt >. L^insoueiauce coupable a\(X‘ laquclle 
il s'esl d.eeliargd de sun travail a paru a la Coanni Aon rc'prebensible an plus baut 
degre. 

2. Cusl('luau\o Be}, son Cbet direct, qiu ‘Bait charge de la surveillance de 
ses opdiatious, et (|ui, non seulement n’a pu Iguoivr les irrdgularitc^s qui setaient 
commis'’s, mais i[ui s’est abstenu dc les signaler. Il nous a, d’ailleurs, declare 
lui-nnuuo (pio le i’rdsub at du Conseil lui avait particuliercnioit nsoinmamb' de iaire 
attention a ne pas ein])ieler sur It's terrains ]tort('s au Catalogue des ti'rres miscs en 
v'eute eii ibbl. En outre, c’csi lui (jui a c^nnoepa'' ](s Cheiks pour la rddaetiou du 
proces-verbal, et (pii aurait du, le premier, eu reb\( r rinMitllsauee, iidgligeuce (lu’il a, 
d’ailleurs, recomuie. 

3. -NIasou Be}, actuellement Eirecteur-Geudiai du Cadastre, et, au moment des 
operations, Inspecteur-Gendral de la dite Administration, ([ui, nonobstaut les observa¬ 
tions a lui i'aites par son personnel, a pass(' outr(' a 1 insullisance du proc('s-\erbal des 
Cheiks de Bashkoun, et a m'gliae de se tenir dans ks limit( s dc's dispositions si nettes 
ct si precises de 1’Article S du Deeivt du t) Se))teud)r’', Ibbt. Cette negligence revet 
uu earaetere de gruviti'- sjieeial par b' I'ait que-Mason lb'} ('tail nn des eoneessmnuaiins 
de la ben ic'b, ct (lUC ses t('rrains formai('nt prdeisi'im'ut b's limitos csi de Sidi Gbazi- 
el-Baslakoun. 

Com lu^ion.- en toute .lUiseieuee, nous devons nous hater d’ajouter ([ue, 

uuilgre nos recbcrelies k’s plus minutieuse., nous n’avoiis ri('n deeouvert ([ui put, ou 
de luiu, nous laisser supjioser (pie ces irrdgularili''s out ('u jioin mobile iin intcret 
[idcuniaire queleompte. 

A ('ll juger des (l('‘positious ('f venseignements reeueillis par la (‘(numission, les 
terrains au sujet des(juel'. (‘lie a ('u a s’eiupu'rir roriueiit partie (rimmi'iises (Henduesde 
terros ineultes, partielbnncnt submerg(k's par des ('au\ d’(‘eouleiueut pc'iulaul plusieurs 
mois dc I’aniu'c, et lU' pouvaut (Mre appiopiiee^ ;i la culture (pi’au movi'ii dc' (l('pcnscs, 
et par la en'-ation (b* nouvea iv cm."ax (rirvigation ('1 (IV'cenknuent. 

^Ym,si Iti Commlssio , ecnitaut ]) 0 '>itiv einent tout('s induct i(vns en debois des 
Taits materi('ls conslatds jiav elle, s’eii tii'iil-i'ile, M. le Alinistu’, auv conehisions 
l'orniul(‘es |)lus baut. soil la iuA*(‘''site ik' nouvclles operations de delimitation ct de 
Jjornage. 

Ab'uillez, Ac. 

(Signe) B. HAMILTON LANG. 

El). W. B. POSTEB 

\-vcoi B virriN bash a. 

TlCllANE. 

UANINOS. 


Inclosnre 2 in No. 3. 

Xubar PusIkl lo Hu MinCUi of ruhlic TE(n7c,s'. 

M. Ic Minis!U' et ehcr Colk'-guc, _ i, 7 } 887 . 

A L-V suite de la conversation (pii a eu Jii u kiei 'im sein du Cons('il, j’ai i’bomicur 
le voiis transmcttri' ei-joint e )pie dn Bapport pu'sent('pai ^laeCoBougb Ibv a notre 
(•oll(>gu('di's Einauees au sujet di>s terres de I’Eiat (pti auraient (Id' ie(oiinus eomnio 
(''.jut deteuLies et raises en culture par eertains eulti\ateurs dc la Brovince de 
Ib'btira. 

Le Conseil des IMinisIms, eu appivnant l’('\isteitce de cette mission de 
iraeCtdlougb Bev a la suit(' de deiioneiations et d(' d(dati »us dont le Coinireement 
rdprotivc raeceptalion, eiianni empeebe la continuation ct (bVicb' qne ccs co.iste.tations 
(pii rentraieut esM'nlu'lk'nu'iu dans les attribulions du cadastu'd v p-Mit "di-onceom- 
plies V(>guller(nnen< }),n !('s soins de eette Vdmiuisl wtion, le Co 'm i> ^ ’ .! 'i'"' b's 

devants par uue dik'NIeu du 2(( Anut, IbSo, ipii pie eiivait d(' (b'givver, au 1 ur ct u 
imesure, qu(' le- icglslrcs eadastraux d’un district aurom ck' aebe\(''-, le-, mamptants 
des terres ct d’inqioser les exetkb'nts. 

Cette (k cisiun est restd'c justju’iei inexiicutde. Des diffieultds plin ou moins 
s(dricus('s s’opjiosciaieut. parait-il, .'i son ajiplieatlon. 

D’un aulrc e(lite, le but (pie r(jn s(> projvosait par Einstitiition du Cadristw', a 
savmir ri'lal)lis-.('menl des limil('s des jiropridlds el partaut la ti'..ition de la pro^iridld, 
n’a pas encoic (b bl.ini, u'eaie partielkniient. Enfin diver,'s (piestious sont 
sonlev'ees au I'oi.il (!<' v lU’ des (qid'ratious cadastrales, eu outre (k' la sC'iite ou dc la 
concession (k > Il le- de I’k’fal. A otre Ddpaitenu'ut est dd'ja saisis do r('lu(le, eu 
commuu aw'c le Lk'p.irtemeut d( s Eiiiauccs, irune paitie (k' eco questions di'eoucert 
av('c les membres de la Commi—ion d’Bmpieti' de Balaktav. 

n ' ’ ’ U'aujoind’] ud'iiandei l’'lu(b s'viii i' et ppiv'’or''''" lot ale 1 

(p'('stio . I a v op.'i'e i-I's (' ■, , .) ! L 1 ai plm , nii'uv 

(b'lUiie de la jaopiie.e rur.de dan> h p '\s. 

.\ Cl I ('1el jt' V ii'U'. Vwus pill I, i, t _,l I t ,, 1 , ,, liion 

iv’inir im ' Commi-sion eomjiosde comme il -lot 
Colonel Seott-Aloneriell. 

TigvaiK i'aeka 
Yaeouk .vrtin i’aeba. 

M)'. Hamilton lying. 

Bmitr.is Baeba Cliali. 

M. Ornsteiii. 

Cette Commission nun ii ('tiidic'* ;t I'and le- points suivant- .— 

1 . (.JiK'lles sont b's r.iisoiis ou les (k'!'('etuosit('s ipii out emjK'eiu' le Cndaslri' 
(l’alt('im]rt' 1' but (la lixatnin (!(' la ])roiu‘ie<') ipii. Ikm a r\\ uv, \ iie 1 u'squ’il a ('tc' 
const itiu''. 

2. (,)u<'l- , ait k's -111 ilk Ill's iu()\('ns a ('mpiovu'r ])om' atlemdie ee but. Bst-ee uiu' 
modilie.itioii dans rorganisation ou le s}s{eme aetuels du Cadastre? Est-e(' la 
su])pressi()n du Ca(lu,tre I't le letour aux I'lovons ndopt(''s dejniis b' temjis de Mdbeinet 
Vlv ])(mr ri''tabliss('m('nt des liinites I't ki fixation de la projiriete ? 

3. (^>i'elles suit k's difiiciilti's nb'lk's qui lout obstacles a I’apjilieation di' kuk'ei ion 
(lu Conse'l du 20 Aoiit, 18ba. u'lative au ib'gn'-v I'lin'ut dcs k ri'i's qui manqiu'ul et a 
i’imposition des ('xei'di'uts ? Quels sont les I'du'des .'1 i /iiployi'r jioiir risoiidri' ou i'lire 
disp.u-aitre ees dillloiiltes ? 

La Commission poiirra, poai mener ses etud a . m, s’adresser ailx 

iiersounes (pii eoimaisseut l('s aiieiens usages et l('s ('xigi'iiees du pays, (els (pie certains 
uK'mlu'i's (lu Conseil Ldgislatil', et cntemlrc aussi kmtes jK'rsouiies dont les eonuais- 
saneos ou les informations lui paraitraient utiles. Elio aura a prdsenter au Conseil ik's 
AHiiistres nn Bapport sur k' r('siillat do ses dtiides et les mcsurcs qu’ello ci’oira tlevoh* 
suggdrer au Gouvernement. 

A^'euillez, Ac. 

Lo President du Conseil des IMinistros, 

(Signe) NUBAB. 


i 
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No. 4. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury. — {JRccexved July 11.) 

(No. 383. Confidential.) 

My Lord, _ ^ Cairo, July I. 1SS7. 

IT lias ]iitlioi'ttH)>-en sufijeet of (‘ongTahfiaC '’"it the T i'di''linion f'ni])loyod 
in Ills Iligluioss’ heiaico liavo per torn'ed Hicir d'. i vidi /e.d il 'ul, yi ii^\, liu’t I 
regret to liave to report that a si'mcnli.it (]istTi's-.ij)^ Just Ixv'n broiiglit to 

light irhieli entails ilie proiiijit (lismi's;it ol' t\\o LnglisU eiu[iloyd^ of eonsiderahle 
posit, ,.i ,u the seinlocof the Eg^ptuiu Vdiuinisiratiou of llio ILiilMa^Sh and Poitof 
Akxaudiia. 

Milliout going into th(' details of the eabo, it will he sufileieui for me to say that 
a eareful and thorough iu\ostigatiou hy the tliivs' Adinii.isL-doi - (T tlie ilailnay Bo.ird 
revealed the faet tiiat iMr. Ooiiald, Ejigiucer to tlu' P<>i i o'' vl( \aadiKo had hi'eii gaiilt)' 
of irreg'ulai'itiib in eonueotiou irilli ciTtaiu eoulraets, ohich left the Hoard no ojition 
hut to resolve oa his dismlsstil. 

Against the othc]' gt- il'euv''n iin]/,' .. ath, ''hih-ControHer (d‘the Tort of 

Ah xamiriii, no ael of dishonest} or of Jm, luiig illieit jirofit could he prored, and he 
migiil have ht'en ret.aiiied iii his position, hut tu'o days aa:e, vliih* heing examitu'd at 
Alexandria hy 'I’akwo]- I'aslia Ago])ian, tiie Egyptian Administrator of the Jtailuay 
BocUii, dming the tmupoiary ahsenee at Cairo of his rrcmeli and English coadjutors, , 

IVlr. Ih'uth nas guilty of great insolence to the Pasha, his cliii'f, using, as I have 
since been informed, most insulting language, and even threatening him vith a stick. 

I’liis was first hrouglit to ni} notice in a telegram sent hy ’I'akwan- Pasha to his 
English eolleague, llalton Bey, simply stating that Mr. Ilouth had hecn \er} insolent, ; 

and that he demanded hi.s instant dismissal hy telegra[ih. ’ 

Th.is was followed w ithin an hour or (wo hy another telegram from Takivor Pasha 1 

to (he elfeet that he would himself resign if Mr, Ilouth w'ore not dismissed hy tele¬ 
graph. 

On my adviee, TTalton Bey replied that !Mr. Ilouth had been ordered to send his 
explanations without delay, and that if, as was probable,they w'ere not satisfactory, he 
would he at once dismissed. 

' hwor Pasha then seems to liave gone to the Khedive, for a telegram was com- 
Ki iiu. (Cil hy Tigvam' I’asha to llalton Bey, and tlumee to myself from Tlis Highness 
1 inis(''i', ■ 'king on tin Cnmch and English memhiws of the Board instaully to dismiss 
Mr ilm'’ hy lelegrajih. 

I tiien spoki' to 'L’lgvane Pasha on the suhjeet, saying tliat while 1 thoroughly 
l'i(\ed that Takwor I’asha was perfectly trullifnl in m\ing that he had been 
insulti'd, ’.d Ihotigh no one tvas more anxious than I to support the authority of the j 

'uhniivisli itur-', }el that il was impossihle for mo to eonseut that IMr. Ilouth or any 
I Inn’ English subject should he summarily dismissed hy telegraph without being given 
an opportunity of saying a wonl in his OAvn defence, and .simply on the strength of 
'j'akw'or Pasha’s telegrams, in wdiieh no details w^oro given. The delay, I pointed out, 

Aiould not he long, as on the followuug inovning—williiu twvdve hours of the time of 
speaking - Mr. lloulli’.b uefeneo would arrive by post, as well as further details from ^ 

the Pasha. 

Tigram- Pasha tlum implied that there was a a\ ish to shield Mr. Ilouth ou the 
ground of his heina an Ihiuliwiman, and hinted that ii he had been of any other ’| 

nationality there would hau hem no hesitation on the pari of llalton Bey in at 
once pronouueiug his di'-mi'^sal, e\( n though not a word had been heard iu defence. 

i insisted, howixer, on nothing more being done till next morning. Early yes¬ 
terday morning Mr. 'lonih's explanations arrived hy post, together with tlie details of 
the occurrcmce from 'I’ukuui laslui. The former wawe not eon'^idered -atisfaetory, and 
his dismissal Avas at once signified to him. i 

TTie incident may now he considered at an end, as aUhough the IvliediAc, \rhcu 
Avith TakAvor Paslia, Avas no donht anno}'ed that his telegram Avas not immediately fol- 
loAved hy (Mr. lloufh’s dismissal, yet t feel eouvineed that when, iu the course of the 
Aveck, I shall liaA'e an opportunity ol seeing him at \.lexaudria, Ills Uighnoss aaTU be 
the first to admit that iu the interests of justice no otUeer or employe of his Govern¬ 
ment, English or otherwise, slnmld h(‘ h ilile to dismissal Avithout heing given the 
chance of saying a Avord in self-defenem 

I may add that Takwor Pasha Agojiian has not resigiu'd las post. ^ 

1 have, &c. 9 

(Signed) G. n. POllTAL. 1 
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No. 5 . 

Mr. Portal In the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 11.) 

(No. 191. Confidential,) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 10 , 1887 . 

YOUll telegram No. 113 . 

Since dat ■ of my telcgi'am No. 90 fuitlier rmalatious showing grave and s}steinatic 
malpiaeticc' on the [lart of late Snh-ConliolhT of Puil nake it nioie ditlicuh to adiucate 
btioiigh appuIntmciiL of Ihiglisinnau. Nativi ca.iuidaLe now iniL forwaid is Egyptian 
iia\al otrice e.aunrandiiigA* .latfeileli ” at Suakin, wiwrc he has hecn well spoken of by 
English officer'^. Ei'om what I liear he AAOugl be as good a choice as could be in.ide if a 
native n to Lc appi'inted. llahnn l!liuk^ he would he cipial to woik of Suh-Couti'oller, 
thoo d' hard!} (it to succeed Conhnllei ii \en i-f !ittei’s possihl" retiieuieut. 

Khedm is veiy anxious for the. ap[)onitinciil. 

If we insi'vt ou EngHshinati, gu.it dilli^nllie-i line, jaobabl', he raimd in Railway 
Ailiniiiihiation hy obstructive tactics of Egyptian Admiiiislratoi. Eiein lunau is inditl’eivnt, 
hut would support Egyptian. Please send earh answer, Ca limil deei^ion of Raihvay Board 
with ('i.iienltv postponed rill 1'ucsday moi’j ing. 


ho. ti. 

Tlir Marquis of Salisbiin/ to Mr. Portal, 

(No. I M.) 

(Telcirraplnc.) Foreiqv Office, July 12, 18S7, 1'45 r.Ai. 

YOUR telegram No. 191 [of loth instant]. 

We ‘'hall make no objection to ap|)ointnicnt of Commander of “ Jafforieh ” to post of 
Sub-Coutrollcr, 


No. 7. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr, Portal. 

(No. 22(h) 

Sir, Pornyii Office, July 15, 1SS7. 

1 \ . 1 . . . .,'\l yoai despatch No. 383, Conlidenlial, of the 1th iiniant, 

reporting Ihe dismissal from the serviet' of tin* klu'dive of ^Mr. Donald, Engineer to tlu* 
port of AI''\andi'i‘i, and of IMv. Bouth, Suh-Coutroller of the samt' port; and I have to 
state lliat yoiii- action in 1iie nntiev is -ipja'iiAid hy Her Ylajosly’s GoA’crnment. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. S. 

Mr. Portal e- flir Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received July Hi.) 

(No. 38().) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 9, 1887. 

COLONEL KITCHENER telegraphs from Suakin that he has receiv(‘d a letter 
from the Khalifa Abdullah, inclosing letters to Hk* (^uemi, tlu' Khedmg and the 
Sultan, and eom])laining that liis lettei's liad not lu'on foinvarded when lii' sent tlu'm on 
a ]irevi<ms occasion. 

Your Lovdshij) Avill rememhev that wlien messengers arrheil iu April Irom tlie 
Khalifa Ahdullali on a similar IMisdou they av ore sent hack again, and told that the 
leth'rs (*ould not he n'ci'iA'od. (See Sir E. Baring’s despatch No. 246 of the 20th 
April.) 

Colonel Iviteheuer has uoav been inslrueted to send to Cairo a cojiy of the 
Khalifa’s letter to him; and if his supposition iirovos correct, that these letters aj’e 
identical Avith those sent hero in April, I would propose, subjocl to your Lordship’s 
approA'al, to cause instruetions to be sent to Colonel Kitelumer to send tho letters back 
hy the messengers wdio brought them, who Avill he detained at Suakin till the letters 
arrive here. 




1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. POllTAL. 


fV 
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No. 9. 

Intelligence Department to Foreign Office.—(Received July 19.) 

^MAJOH-GENEKAL BEACKENBUEY presents liis compliments to Sir J. 
Pauncefotc, and forwards an extract from the “Moscow Gazette” as to the Sheikh 
Djemal-ed-Din, who is at present in that city. 

18, Queen Anne’s Gate, July 19, 1SS7. 


Tnclosurc in No. 9. 

Memorandum. 

BepnIy Qnnrlerniaster-Gcneral, 

Tlll-i “^loseow Gazette” of the Blth July eonlaiiis n notice of ilu' career of 
Djemol-ed-I)in, who is at present residing? in that city. As this jx'i’^^on’s name 
has heoii mixed up niththe proceeding's of Bhulcep Singh, T give a short precis of the 
article. 

Tlie Afghan T)jemal-cd-T)in is an Arab hy race, hut was horn in Cahul in 1838, 
and is a Scyid, or direct descendant of lEahomct. iMore tlian twenty years ago the 
Sheikh Bicnnal-ed-Din left Afghnnistau on aeeouni of the result of some ri‘-ing in 
which he was engaged, and went to Constantinople, where he Ix'eame a memher of 
the Ministerial Council for National Education. BitVercnccs of o])inion upon points 
of doctrine led to a rupture Avith the Sheikli-ul-Islam, and caused Djemal-ed-Din to 
remoAT to E'Jrypt, Avhere lu' Avas a]ipointed Professor of Literature aiul [diilos(;phy in 
the Azar Lniversitv at Cairo. Here he remained for ('ighteon rears, and heeame very 
popular. 

lie was a memher of the Eu'yptian national party, and aaus A'cry aetiA'e in 
propagating tlie doctrine of “Egypt for the IlgAiitiatis,” Avhich culminated in the 
rcA'olt of Arahi. liis hostility to the English procured his hanislunent hy the 
Khedive, hi-stignted tliereto hy Sii- Ik Bai'ing, and Djemal-ed-Din remoA’cd to Baris. 
Thevp !io husiial himself in })rop;igatiug his views hy Addling in the Airdiic press, and 
in ])rinting and distrihiiting tracts throughout the l'.Iahomme('an A\orld. 

Ife then' hecami n i uainted Avith iM. llenun. A\ho gi\('s an account of an 
inter'. ioAV uith the Shed.h i<i the “.lonrnal des Dehats” of the 19th May (r 30th i^^ay). 
18S3. He is also nu'utioned in M. Ik Vaiiuelin’s “IMemoirs of tin* hgy2)tian 
Piev(jlution.” 

IMu'u askt'd tin' 'reason of his Aisit to o!o',co\\, tlu' Sheikh remark.al that he 
AAi ’> ’’ to se(' tlu' couidrv </n A\hi'*h the lioj) 's of 00,000,000 ^Mussulmans in India art' 
C( lO ’!• 'd, Ac. 

(Smiled) d. AoLFi: MV\\R \Y, Ceptan,, R.J., 

I C 1'-'. Dcjinlij ^is.-.ista,it Quartenuarft r-Grvfii'’. 

No 10. 

7'L iJiiniUis II to Ml. Voiiitl. 

(No. llo.) 

'"Ikdeeraphic.) I'onign O/lice, Juiy 19, IS'sy, l-lO n.Ar. 

iXEOliil llgyjdian CoAi'rnmeat and British military authoritie.s that we shall 
ni/W ]»roc('ed A\ith Zehi’hr’s I'elease in tlm form recommended in Sir h. IkiriiiBs 
desii'O.'ti No 2'''9 of ^th May. 


No. 11. 

Ml. Portal to the Marquis of Hali.ybury,^{Received July 20, noon. 

(.No. 192 .) 

(Teh'grajihic.') (’airn, .hily 20, 1887, 11*50 A.jr. 

Ivl'I'CHENEH telegraphs:— 

“ Ar.ah arri\I'd at Suakin. 11 vcitemi'id and discontent at Berher. 

Emir dismissed. I'oie of 5,000 outside Herher to march on Suakin ahout 1st August.” 
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No. 12. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquii of SuUshury .— (Received hy m' grupli, July 20.) 

^ X^^t'aD the honour this day to foi'Avard to your Lordship, k, t 'lei-raph, Die 
suhstance of the inclosed tch'gram from Colonel Ivitehener to Miermsidc, 

containing news from the Soudan, 

I llilVCj kV('. 

(Signed) G 11. POrdfAL. 


Inclosure in No. 12. 

Jolonel Kitchener to Colonel ChennVide. 


(Telegraphic) 


VuaVm, Jnhi 19, 1887. 


'^^"^"gBEEK returned from Berher reports :\ruhamed Kheir di-mi'-sed. IVeseiit Lmir, 
Fn Nur exactim’- money from people, causing greai evcitemeut ; people petitioning 
Khalifa’for retuni Muhamed Kheir. Force outside Berher, ahum .5,000, ordered hy 

» . . 1 lN C, i-i 1 , /-vi 14 T lW An fi»n 


JYIltUlLtl. IVJl ... 

Khalifa to march on Suakin about Lst August. 


No. 13. 

The Marquis of l^alishitry to Mr. Portal. 

Foreign Ol/ice, .July 21, 1887. 

**’ IVITH veferenee to your despatch No. 380 of the 9th in'stmt. ! luue to state that 
ri(T Maiestv's Government ajiprove the course Avhieh you propom to ]mrsue in regard 
to thtSithu's addresM'd to the ‘iueen, the Khedive, and the Mill.m hy the Ivha ila 
Abdullah, Avliieh have recently Ih'I'ii ri'ceived hy Cohmel Kiteln'iier, with a rei^uest that 

ihev mi<-ht he forwarded to their (h'slination. 

•' ^ I am, Ac. 

(Signed) SAElSBUllY. 

No. 11. 

Mr. Porliil to the Mnniiii'. of MillQiury.—(Reccired .lulu 2.>.) 

M^’L'^^'d^ Cc,u'.n.le/v_12, 1887. 

the honoui' to iiielose herewiih a iirinted eo))y of a Circular note 
addressed^to the llepri'sentatives of all foreign Powers in Egypt, endainmga iiroposal 

for the establishment of a Muuieipality lor Alexandria. 

This note is drawn up hy a voluntary Committee of loreigii pmprie ois, nu ic u 
Ac., resident in Alexandria, who, m a supplementary note s ate that ‘to 

study this iiroieel hy Die present deplorahh' eonditnm ol t he ei y ol Ai \andiu, its 
wind of lemm-ees Ihr the prop.'v mainlenanee of its streets, the ahsenee ol sanitation. 

and the urgent need of re])aii'"'. i i i .,,.1 . ,,,, ,ni 

\.m. Lordsliii) will pereei\e that the scheme evolved m iM''h)sul_noh woald 

entail a loss to the Egyptian GoAerument of nearly 3(M)09/ a-y c ir, as ,1 1^ 

that the MuuieipaUty blumld take from the Governinent ^0 pei j*;'!’!' c irn^ 

and 20 per cent, each from the hmee t-ix and jii’otessiou tax, am a.t 

‘’‘'"'Tisnot lohee.vpieteil that t he Egyptian Ministry of 15nanee will look kindly 

luion this si'henie unh'ss eunsiderahle ])ressur<' is hrough o u ai u[>on u m. 

‘ IhaAi', Ac. 

(signed) G. H. POETAL. 


D 
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TiK‘lo«!ni'.' in Xn. 14. 


M. rA"('nt (‘t ( 

DK tnnS's !i <Pi(' '' I 
fello qui, an• a 
niitves, nvu^ <jui iiKii. 
qu’olln ’ ii'" ' >' c'l -1 a-'nivi'n ■ 
rodilitn 

II nst 111 ) 'a’l I II ui’i'. 


nii‘ I'll ‘ ruin'(los plus graves, 

ni'^, non'- n it priiin'r fouii's 1(‘« 
nU"- ivi^ioiis till 'n i i n(-)n''i(lrra( 1(111 
i<‘li'‘ a !a ''alahritn imliliijiie (>1 a 


i.iiiM' net 11. Ilniuon' dans la A'oie du 


progr(''.s ('t 


i"ifiv'' (l/ii)'- !’ 


(Ins rnt'onni's. 


II es( nu lU'iii.'nt a\('‘u'. (pn^ ilnpiii^ ([in <•(' j ;q\ s a alliiv I’alUndion gnnnraii' par Ics 


fails nt It's ('u'lii'iiu Ills (jUi -n s-n ' van lap ti. rnti ilia du Canal de tSiinz, on a 
mis In phis grand oinpn'vsi'innn a i'a ' ulnr ’ t • ''Mtin'h d \ ('nail d’nntrcv 

on rappor^ . 'i”’'- ('* (pi nd’l")i" ' 'anis y old nti' inlroduitos. 

Itais cn ([id nn.n ii. ^ ' e ,nnp!hsait cns iniiovations (d 

et's reform, ^ (pn ponmniit spi . n, i ' , u - ■ , . mippaimile-. tnlh's ([lU'grandos 

construetioii'., ('nbelli-a'nu'ids, anu'liorali m ’n-, Pnnensdi' eonimunieation, rlil'ormes 
adminivtrali\nv (i iKe lies, oti ' pn' u du sort des liahilanis; on 

negligoail nieine leins lu'soins les pli'> m nv do'it, [lartout ailleurs, h' soin 

hieonila'a Tlhat. Ilien n'a (he in' pm ' ,,, .am tion di's idles, [lour leur assainisso- 
inent. pou'' I'a'a ‘lioriiimi ('1 IV r 's lie's n'm;. |,) jn'oi ni' a <'(iipr(' h's {‘h'lnenls. 

pour rii\gieiie. la iiropu'ti''. la san,!; .. j nisiriul o', I'l iiiora'ile, mi tin mol poiir tout 
oe ([ui [)('U1 eoiilrilmer a nietlre les a 'lies e" ('* d e mven ddi' ('( qui, I'U J''ui'op(', r(‘uti‘e 
dans l('s attrilnitioiis la's Conseits M nnicipanx. 

I’ar font re ee (pii est nhe i 'im urliains et spiVitilemenl les 


vcveniis des oelrois (pu, d'liis In mo 
face aux Irais niunieipaux, sont a i'v«es lei d >"s in^ I’htm tnndis ([ue toutes 

les charges des villes reloiiiiK'nl siir It's Inlnt mis. 

Ell ce (jiii coneerne \ lex'ind 'H'(ii-n' le ""\ ch npe n, n iiiorilei coiiiniereial olVrail 
nn C(’)ntrasti' I'rappaiil tme s('s eom'i; ii ii''. d ediliti' er de salniirihS le oommcrce 
d’cxqioit iliuii sbdail, diqmis de Imupies ""I'es, ' olmd"irem, nf inniosi'* le saerifiee d(' 
faire e\(s'Uler a s('s fra"- I' [lavtige ei In e i oahsal on d ' I'l \ ille aAU'c le coiieours des 
]>ropri('t;ures rneriiiis. ll s’l't.iu eLudeiuenl iimpis' de jxnirAoir a\('e ses scules 
eotisal ioiis au\([iiel|i's f'(hnu eriK'ineid 'ijo daif inu^ suhveidion anuuellede U E. 0,000, 
aux 1i'a\au\ d’eiitri'tieii de hi Miie [Uililique. 

Dernhh'einenl les lu'n'e'i.iids imjioi'i a ^ ■ h's j,rop''i('t tin's d’linmeiihles out 
aussi consenti it eintiiliner an\ h lis (''e an'tii'ii. Ihi deliois de hi sulneutioii 
Gouveiieiiii'iilele d,' OOiic liM'es. (pii 'ine a'('si (pi’une i'aihh' n'stitui ion (h's 

revemis ([lie hi villi'rapporte h I’htai.i. p" s'eiiiirrent n en\iron 0 E. 100,000 ni'l. 


in urliains et spi'eitilemenl les 
1 ''o., d (OS le s('ul lull de I'aire 
I’him tnndis ([U(' toutes 


’ll I'l coiiiniereial olVrail 


tousles IVais d’eiitret ien im t du ,t d me • ii'cis trni> classes; elles en out si'iiles les 
<‘liarges, niaiv elh's (Hit nii' a, (iij., cjK ,1 <.[ i'adniiiiisli'tilioii d(' hiAillo.sous 

fornu'd’liiie Coniiii (i'l(’‘gni' it de (l(''l(’'a,n(*s du Coumtik*- 

ment. 

Les del'ant i hiih'nt'- pour ipi' nous ayoiis bosoiu 

d’iiis.a 1 sin ".i (I'niim mie iminiere tri's injuste les fra is ('t les 

(diri'^e^ sur -e'llemeiit In ikd mi. d ('seiiqite des ehargi's toutes les 

aiilres eln" les ])ri\ i ipi"' a radministrnlioii (le hiAilh*. Cette 

orgnnisal pmisai suin', et il (Hait hieii entemhi (pie les 

eontrilnitimis \oloiitains , . ,i r e , n jiliis lard le jmir oil h's colonies 

EuropiieniK's [laiei.'iimit O' '■ l .tir nsdireetes h rKttil. 

Ce ternie ('laid n ('sions ([ue h's Ihiissaueci out laites an 

Goin Cl nenieid I'ig' ae i4(mdi'es on ISSTi, r('n'!‘’"('in('nt Aolontaiie 

(pii ('cii'iil le !.' A 1 I I irn ('tre n'liouveh'. 

II s’l'iismt till' M' '.hIk Ml'mid radniiiiist ml ion 

de l.iAilh'dAh In ini' di' pri'.idn [u'oniplemeut des 

nicsirn s, etir, ('omiiie i m e it nt Km (liMi'ct ueiisi'et ineorreete ([ui 

('xisti' luiiinti'iiant eesser. I i u ne jiuiirvoit pas h tenijis aux 

Ti'forini's in'‘eossaires on scxp.siri ni. die Instes eonsi''([U(’iU‘es ; voir la hello sille 
<rAl(‘\;indni' di'vi'nir uiii' \il)e iininomh' I'f inalsaiiie el cointitni'i uue menace 
p('nnaii('nt(' et direete de eoiitauion pour ri'lunqK'. 

C’csl [jour jiri'venir nil j);ireil (O's Smissigiu's s( sont eonstiiiu's cn Com- 

mission pour proec'dor a letude des im,-,iue' nih'esstiires et (pi’ils out niainti'nant 
riionneur, M r\e('nt ('f Consul Ci'm'i'-il. di' s’adresser u vous pour sollieiter Aotrc 
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Iiilervenlion nupr(''S do lolre Comerni'inenl, thin d’auK'iier une entente cntre h's Ltats 
ayiid (h' ''ll nil”- •' M("'ovOa 'I’nm' > ■' <.( ](> Com,(’rni'ini'iit Kg'\pti('n (raulre ptirl. 

Celle '-nti'nte anrait pour hut d’Calilir a Al('\andi'i(' une Adniinislrtition ri'‘guli('re 
< t iii('e!(' I'i (I’ohh'iiir d’um' iiniii(''re rtdh erelli I't eqn table h's fonds necessaires tiux 
htsnins d, ! . ll lih i i a hais h ^ tr.iA,ill's di’iitiliti' publi([U(', 

Aoiis pioposmis la loll.ml (III .I’niie Cii i.d i M iinieipale donl le ipiarl di's 
inenibres semil in(hg(',n-> ■{ h s lini -ei", i-i'tti' jaojiorlion lions 

pamissanf jusle i 1 adapli > iU\ eii('onshuieev. Li s nandni's iiuhgein's seraieiit [iris 
jiariui la popiilalioa in(li';e'ii'd’ M('\, ndiie men,tin's (hi 'tiei'i's parmi les eohmics 

etmngi'res. 

hi (Joinnhssion potniait eh.'i' ('('in[,os'i de soixante nienibn's, savoir;— 

liiili'ji'-ni. , . . .. .. ..I'i 

Sll I (s loi 1 ' ■ ' I 1 I 1 ( S, , II ]1 n,| Xt.ll u( illlt. &.(■ ) , . , . ", 

I .i. ill I ' ' 1/ L it*. U pi t 'I 1 I I U ]■ Jill I ' pi p 

1 ' .. ll. 

!><''■ ' ,1 111! ll I ll 1 11", 

O' I \ • I I I , 1 < I 111 111 III.-! 11 ilii ris 

( p I !i '1 s , .1 ~ .. . . .21 


'fi, ’ 


liO 


Des n'-glt UK'iifs ^p('(‘’l,l^ I'liihlii'.'iii'! < It's (hidN d’i'leelion et dVlinibiliti''bases sur 
i(' le.oniaui ih' eont I'ibiitioiis. 

Iji' i’l'iCidi'.n (le la Co nmi’sioi! si'i n ui, i .d.„ ,ie i in p ir la Conniiissioii nii'mi'et 
pris dans s>ni sain ; eeltc (.'li'elion di'A i 'i t'li' a'p,)'i'i\ e p.ir h' Coni i inenieiii. 11 a 
auiait i'll unire un SulKtitin du T • ' , \ lei'-L’n''si(l('nts, tons les Irois 

Euro]>('(',IS ('‘his et [iiis dtins le sein ile !a V oiinnission. 

Reiiln'raieiit daiis les 'lit i ibai ions de 1 ’ Coiiimi's' p, ;d niiieljiale ; radininistration 
de Si's I'eACiiiis ('1 ('M'ntiii'ih'iiieiil r.'inis-i ai d'enipr'inls, dont le prodiiit serail eonsacn'’ 
a d.'s (I'm res [M'i .nam'idi's, (",s,ii|" h', tra\aii\ I'rutilili- piililiipie, Tingiiaic, 

la voiiii'cl raligiu'iiieiit, li [) opn'!/', ee di's poniiiieis, rei'l'iiragi', rariosage, 1(' 

hahuigi', k-.iiiUise'iieiit ^ pulj.e's 'du'. Pos, paniiii iiaite-, plantation-, et aid res i'i detliiir 
uUerii'UivnU'iil. 

(pliant aiiv lessonree'. lie i ot unnn.ii, ,. i . si i a am le plus iiuporhiul ])Our 
le([n('l nous m iis perm 'lions. .M. I’Agmn Dip'oniidiipU', de reehuuei \otre apjmi, nous 
deuianilims lU' Aolre obligeanee : — 

1. D'iiih'i (cnir j)onr oideiiii du u ,i . jil'i n I'abandon (Viiut'p;irti(' 

des reii'iius urbains irAli'xaiuh ii'; 

2, D'obreiil'r ile \nti(' tlome', ’a(''oiu mi'c les ,‘l'aties ibiissanees (‘t le 

Comenieniem hgiplii'n la rieai i''i.'i i,dj. , ai m s miinieip.'ih's direeti's I't indireetes 
siir la [lopiilalimi dCVli'Amidi'i " > d si'm jin'eisi'' pins lias. 

|j s !'( M'lUts donl iioiis d r di.ii non s, i,,i( nt ,‘iAant tout eeux des octrois 

(pii appm 11 I’lii'iil de dimi ,i ii \,ni'. 'la.iiis i, p'lt due i'i I'klat. Ihisuili', une partie 
((('iimpot s'li la pn.pi'ii'h' I m il i . u, ' ' n- inqiiils exisfaet ou ipii ]>ourrinent 

('tre nitinienn iiii'iil etablis n ilmi iinqie mu' ji.nt est attriliiu''i' uii\ 

M iinieipaliti's. 

Ijv' Cmi \('1 111 iiicnl rn\)ii I a p'i i 1 n (Mibiietl(in sei'ii mt a linin' di'intindi 
ipti ('st lies plu^ pis|i -id,' d •; 111 , , ( ' (|ni idi'st antii' ([lu' h' sAstenu' [iratiqui' 
ailleurs tom natnreii ollnitai'iai 


D'aiil I'm-, le (lomii ' 1 . I n (iiiii pie'.Ml' I'll ( oiisidi''! , 1 1 n'll i[ii(' Jcs eliai'g'cs (l(' 
1 I’ehiir.'igi', dii halaiagi' i t de i nm i de la \i!I(‘ ([iii, eii ee Jiionii'lit, sont sujiporti's 
[lar hii relianla'i'.iieiil air la t'l inmission M iim('i[)al(' ('I (pK', par c*()ns(''(|iu'nt, les eou- 
(•(‘ssii Hit,, di ni iiiilons s( i.deni eti grande jiaitie eompciisees par rall(''g'('meiit de 

U I.. .).j oou, (|.i 11 ud'hoiirsi' eItai[U(' amu'c ili' ee elief. 

li u('\ 1 lit missi i"i"U!|nir ipie si la Conl'i'renei' (i(' Londres lui a fait des con- 
(’('ssK.n- (pi I III p .sii h immu'ii'n', (*('1 (Mat ih' elioses, ainsi qu’il est 

iuutih'lie h' demoi ' -i nsml nn i 'am' et li' Coinerneuieiit n’a plus le 

(Ivoil ll('•xigi'i'(pK' ll ' itiiais (lad in ii[i[)iati‘r I’eutretiou des A’illos, alors 

([u’il pens.it liais hs n vi ans. 

ll est uussi a eoiisidv''iei i[ii{'1 ; 11 , dnlmn di's l,uropi''('ns baliilaiit I’Figypto a bion 
eliai'gi' dejiuis qu’ils out assunie les eli.uges \olon1aires donl nous avons parle plus 
haul. L(' par.s ne h'ur oll're plus li's ressourees (rautrel'ois ; le eoninicree travenso une 
(•rise [k'liibh' (>1 re.venipliou des inqiositions direetes el d’antres [)rivil(''ges qui leur 


ef.iK'.u iissin.'s par h's Capitulations, out disparu. 

\ iV ,i’d (1(‘ I'l ('Oldrilmlieii ili' hi [lopuhition au\ liais d(' hi \illi 

h iiu' daiit des lovers 
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Ics charges d’uno manitirc plus equitable, dtabliraicnt cu meruc temps, comme il cst 
dit plus haut, les droits d’dlectiou et d’eligibilite a la Commission Municipale. 

Le chiffrc do la taxation devrait ctro base sur la valour locative etablic par la 
Daira Baladich pour la perception de I’impdt immobilier et de manii^rc ^ produire sur 
Ics estimations actuellcs une somine annuelle de 15,000?. qui irait en augmcntant ou 
en diminuaut suivant les circonstances ultdrieures, Lc systome do repartition ct de 
perception serait etudic ct fixe par une Commission prejiaratoirc nommec ad hoc ct 
composee de llcpresentants du Gouverncment ^]gy})tien, do Deleguds du Corj)S 
Diplomatique ct de dclcgucs des colonies. 

Outre rimposition susditc nous proposons do taxer Ics voiturcs, chevaux, 
charrettes, &c., appurtenant aux Europeens sur la base on vigucur pour les indigdne^-, 
et de partager lc total du produit do cette taxc par moitid entro 1’ Ktat ct la villc; on 
plus nous ('iivisageons dvcntuellemont lc produit de cortaines concessions quo la Com¬ 
mission pourrait accorder do concert avoc lc Go\ivernemcut, le produit des locations 
sur la voie publique, &c. 

D’aprds cc qui preedde le Budget ])rdventif de la Commission Municipale 
s’dtablirait comme suit:— 


111 f rirv-. 


^ Dt.r'iN-is 



£ E 

£ ]<: 

f E 

Octroi- 

72,300 

I'iau, loutcs, jarclins, Xe 

., 23,0(10 

Moms tuns tie recmiMemeiU . 

7,300 

Aiio-age et b.ilajage 

.. 10,0(1(1 



Entretiou de-lues 

.. 10,000 

Net 

ii'i.OOO 

Curuitc des egouts et \id.mge de- puit- 

5,00(1 

Moins 20 pom cent p.ulieic- 


1 ikiibelb—ements 

.. .7,000 

nantal’lit.it 

l.i.OlK) 

02,000 1 Agrements 

7.000 



Seivice d'eniprunt 

15.000 

Inipot -ui l.i piopnitt Is'itio 

17.000 

Adnmii-tiatioii 

7..7(IO 

Moin- Rauileli 

0 000 

j ImpieMis et iuoins-\aim 

1,700 


10,000 

1 


Moins fiMis lie icLouMoimiit.. 

7.000 

1 


Net 

J,7.000 

i 


20 Doui cent 


7,000 1 


Impot piofe<i8iouiiel 

20,000 

t 

1 


Moms f'lais tie iccouuiment ., 

2,,700 

j 


Net 

17.500 

1 


20 pom eoiil 


7,7(10 


Droit de pc*ae;o 

11,000 



Moms fiais tie leoouMcmcnt .. 

1.000 

! 


Not 

10,000 

1 


Mouit 


7 000 ' 

1 


Oioit- -ur les Matures .. 

1 (1110 

1 


Moms frai- de lecoiuii im iit .. 

1,000 



Net 

7,000 

1 

1 


Mi.itu 


2,700 j 


Contribution dt la population 


17.O00 j 




HO.OOO j 

85,000 

Les concessioiis 1 111 1 ■ 

(in' di 

'luaudons ;iu Gouveruemeut srrait'iit 

(lone Ics 


suivautes; — 


so pouj cent ck's octiois, m)iI 
‘.’0 pour tout ill' I'mipot HUi la piopiiete batie 
eO pOUi (.1 lit Mir I’illlliot jJio'l r' III 1 
MoiUi' (111 ill ml (1( ppsairi' 


i«’i .1 .. 

Les (lepciisos actuelles da (io'i\i'ruLmL'ii‘ -on'— 
Eclaii.igo, aiTOi-ugc, bal.ijasiL, 

ContribiUioii u l.i Commission d'l'.dilud.. 


C 1'. 
id.OUU 
7,000 
i,oOO 
1.000 


07,)00 

t K 

.id.OOO 

( 1,000 

-09,000 


1 
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oupour mieux dire, la \illc d’Alcxandrie lui rapporlerait cette sonimc en moins. Ivlais 
il ne faut pas perdre do vue quo rassistance publique, les liopitaux, les cultes, &c., 
qui ailleurs incombeni a i f\tat, coiitimievaieiit a roster iei a la charge des 
colonics, 

Les arguments que nous avous iuvoquds dans cotto adrosse nous paraissont 
suflisainnicut cloqiu'uts il serait done oiseux d’insislcr davaiiiage aupres de v<uis, 
1 Agent ct Cousul-Gendral, pour qu’;! vous plaise de prendre notre demande on 
sdi iciise consideration. 

Aous ajoutevoiis seuleinent (pu' la populatio". d’Alexandi'io es( uiic populali'Mi de.s 
pins ]a^) 0 ’'ienses, line population qui, ees derna'i'os auuecs, a ihi*' eprouviio }) ’ mn* 
loiigLie scrie cle gi.'ves evenemonts. uiie j.opulaiion ipu eonqiavalivi'iueut aux udres 
pa^s <’st loiu d av'oir Ics agrements pre n's a sou aetiviti; et qui, par 

cousequiml, a tons les titvi's aux syuip,, . s GoinnTJtemeids. Etant 1 >>ni' 

quo 510-1 pro])Ositi()us no porlcd que miv t's r'vigcuecs les ]>lns urgenii' 
vitalit", nous -ivons la eouviction qut votie Gouvevuoni'nl ainsi quo les Ginivi i 
ments (les autres Puissances a qui ]ious adressons une demande identique a Li 
prcscnic, c(msentiront a sious proler lour ajipui pour assurer la ivalisation de nos 
V(CUX. 

A'ous avons riionnour, An. 

La Coniiuissiou d’Lli d ■ d’uia' Li.nfi[)aliu’ ])our Alexandrio, 

(Sigiu'i Bai-on dACt^LES DE illEXASCE, Premkat. 

D. POLLAK, Seen'tahe, 

G. AGUION. 

PAUL BLECH. 

E. DliBBAS. 

G. EllAUGER. 

G. (rOUiSSlO. 

Tli. IVAXOEE. 

PH. L. LKOA. 

U. S. ElXALDOiXl. 

G. ROLU 

dJ'Ji SUARi’j \ 

II. WLLD. 

GLOllGb DL ZObliEr.. 

I do 

AitMindi u , .1 I 1 - ;. 


No. 15. 


fNo. 31)1 U 
Mv Jjovd, 
WITH 1 


Mr. J^orutl to tiic Mfir(iitit> of i/,—[Received Juhi so.) 


’li'renee lo um dc 


Cairo, Juhj 15, ihb7. 

3, Coniideutial, oi‘ the Hli iasiauf, i lia\' 


-pareli Xo. 

the liouour (u ivpovt tied upon ilr. Roulli's dismissal from Ihe j)osl of Suh-Controlle 
ol the port of Alexandria being piuuoinieed. Ilu-(picstiou of Ihe appoiuluicnt of hi 
s(U'eess()r v\as immediately considered, it ajipeaivd to me at first desindiie, i-i .van 
oi tile large jU'ojiovlion ot British shi|)p;in.l v liicli is coiislaidly in Alexaiidn-i liarhoui, 
and coiisidiM'ing the lael that his work would hriug him into eoiumuuii'ation with tin 
olluvrs Ol Rritisii shni-., liolli of the ''o^vd na\\ and merchant si'iw iei u nun 
Irequently I hail with those ot all otliei iialionalities, that the pos! oi Siih-t uiilrollei 
should he Iviqit in Lnglisli hands, and iii this oiiiuion L was strciigllieued by tlie 
strougly-e.xjn'i'ssed wisJi ol liotii ilalton 5>e\, liie Eiiglisli Adiiiiuisti'ator of the Raiiw.‘U- 
;iu(l porl of Alexandria, find Capfiiin Blomlield, ll.X., the actual Captain of the Port, 
liiat an Englishman should he a])pointe(l, more espeeially as a most suifiihle olficei 

Captain Goodridge, B.N., at present Xaval 


vs as now availabh 


m the person 

Tumsport Oflicer at Alexandria. 

I accordingly telegraphed to your Lordship in that sense on the 7tli iusiuiu. 
Eliorfly altoi’Wfirds, iiowever, the progress ol' the inquiry, which, as reported in 
‘ being made into the allairs of the Port Office, revealed a 

.state oi tilings which has led mo somewdiat to (diangc my opinion. It appeared that 
Jor the last two or three years the raaljiractices of Messrs, llouth and Donald hac' 
been continuous; it is, in fact, hardly too much to say that for some time past i 
j'cgular system of peculation, blackmail, and “ backsheesh,” had flourished iu the port 


L’iustituUuu ilijtic eouarju ua plm au (Jouvetucmciit 


2S,.7()0 








1-i 


of Alexandria under tlie auspices of fliesc two Englisli gentlemen, who owe ihcir 
immunity for so long a time to the fact that they were, in virtue of their position and 
social 'standing, entitled to be considered as above suspicion. 

Ihider those circuinstanocs, I felt that it Avould ho difficult to ad'\'iso the Egyptian 
Gov('ri'ment strongly to give the post to another Englishman, especially as I learnt 
that llis Highness the Khedive nas anxious that a native officer should he appointed. 
The first candidate put forward 1)\ du' Taxpl'an memher of the Eailuay Board did not 
appear to he at all a dc>iral)le seleelion, lad slioi'(l\ aft(')‘wards lu* was uithdrawm, and 
the (dricer proposed was Abd(‘rraliman Ihw, ilie Capt .in of the Egyptian ship •Mafferia,” 
who has done good Avork at Suakin, in conjunction with the officers of Her Haj('sty’s 
navy, in capturing rebel dhows, mil ''ssisting in tlu' '■ujipression of Slave Trade in the 
Bed Sea. llalton Bey was sati'-tied t!;,d iuis oillcci- would lie equal to thc' work of 
Suh-Controller of ihe I’ort, though he would hardly he lit to succeed to the 
Couti'ollership in the e\en! of Captain Blomiield’s la tiremi'nt. It AV'as also represented 
to me that Takwor Pasha Agojiian, the Bgyptian iMt'mhiw of the Board, was already 
very mueh prejudiced against the English employes, and tliat tlie appointment of an 
Englishman here wnuld lead him to adojit olistruclivi' politics, and to oppocs all 
motions brought foimard in tlie Itailway Jtoard by iialtou Bey, and, in fact, make all 
further progress and harmony in tliat administration impossible. 

I had tile honour to submit these considerations to your Lordship liy telegraph on 
the Ibth instant, and on thc morning of the lilth Ahderrahman Bey Avas unanimously 
seleeti'd by the Administrators of thc llaibvay Hoard to fill the idaci' of Sub-Controller 
of till' po)'t of Alexandria, llalton Bey Laving, after eonsnllation A\ith me, withdraivn 
tbvM'andidature of ('a})tain Goodridge, Avliicb AA'ould have been opposed by both the 
natHc and the Ercneh Aleiuhers. 

iMr. Donald’s place as engineer the port Avill he tilled from among the engineers 
aetually employed in ihe railway administration. 

No decision has yet been eome to as to w iiether a criminal prosecution is in he 
instituted again < - ■ two officers; hut although T am assured that amjih' (widimcc is 

fortheomiug ii' ^ 'uudi proceedings being taken, I am imdiiied (o tliink that 

nothing furtlu'r a\ ill h<' done, esjieeially if Hi'ssrs. Ilouth .and Donald lose no time 
in leaAiug the country. 

It is hardly meC'saiy to point ' ut that tiu' fact oi' ^ueh ( o 'tinuous malpracriees 
as tlu'se Avhieh have now eom ' havusg he n jio'-sihh' the last two or (hve(> 
y ' does not relh’et the adniinistratiwii ( *' o''"I of 'lexandria, 

Avhie , though Iheore _ ' (' '‘onlro* of tlu* !! 'tn.ird, ha-. Iiithorto 

enju_ ',1 a nearly eoinplel nu.i'pi'iuU ‘l Aiil' low. ‘i '.(-.ia'. he sohje'd'a' to a 

m< dh’oel supervision (Ml ■'he luirt o!' ti '5)U'd. 

1 h.ase, tke. 

(Signed; li. '■ ” E. 


No. IG. 

IfV/r OJ cv to Forcujn Ol/<ce. — J"', 

Sir ■ I (■ I Uj/icc, Jtiii/ 215, lb87. 

i vM diret ted In tlu' Seiietm’) (u . i oi , > S nsuiit to you, for tlie 

I iluiiuiU )u of the Harcjuii of S-lishuv' , a copy of •> '"tt fcMii dii' Office 

1 h( Gmieral OlUcer commanding in Egy pt. Avith rcba’iaua" lo a further reduction of 
lii that country. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) HALPH THO^iIPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 10. 

War Office to General Officir lu.uii’uin/ nj ni lu/iipt. 

Sir, _ B'm Offia-, Jahi 22, 1887. 

I All directed by the ^scescuu^i of Slate to aoa^uaiut you that tlie Ihianccs oE 
Egypt make it ueci'-ssary that the military I'xpondilurc in lhal eounlry should he on 
the most economical footing consistent A\ith the etiieieuey of tlie military force 
(ugaged in assisting in its defence and thi* maintc"-'''''-of .aaha'. Vfler eousultation 



AAuth Sir E. Stephenson, the Secretary of State has decided to reduce the Hritish force 
in Egypt by a half-hattalion of infantry, tAvo .squadrons of e.avalry, and section tele¬ 
graph battalion, E.E. 

This rednctioii as regards the infantry and ('ngiimcrs Avill be carried out in the 
autumn, prohahly in Oidoher, hut thc reduction of the caA'aliy Avill not, according to 
pro,sent inlmitions, lie elTected till after this financial year. 

You haAm already_ heard from the Military Secretary as to tlie reduetim' Avhich it 
is projiosed to make in the Staff. I am therefore not to toncli fnrtlun' on that point 
beyond imnressing upon yon the necessity Tor carei'idly considei'ing wlu'tlior any 
fiutber rednelion in tli(‘ Staff and Departments maA Ix' found possible. 

It has boon suggesKd to the Seerctavy of Stab' ilr^'- the nbelitiou of H.e militarv 
1 -pita! at Bamleb, and the remoA nl of tlu'jialients t,, Bus-G-f i,\ Poirt in Ah'X'mdria, 
would b(‘ (be means of saAiug large expc ndilnir. Gii Ibis point hi' will be glad to 
have your tleport as soon as possible. 

I am, &c. 

tSIgned) tpvLPH 'nTO}.rPSON. 


No. 17. 

,, SP- B’’. TT7o7c to the Marquis of Hulishuj ij. — {Received Juiij .'tO.) 

(No. 210. Very Seercb) 

My Lord. ' r/arep/V/, .7u/y 19, 1887, 

YOlHl liOvdship is, r heliiwe, aeipiainted widi the important shave that Arlin 
Dadiati I'.llendi, the Moiisti^hir, or I ad'i of State at tlie Eovoigu Depart¬ 

ment here, has liad in the recent n'>gotiatiou of the Egvmtian CoiiA-cidion with Sir 
TI. D. Wolir. 

Ha\ ing ^'di'iy acquired a coik’ leva’ i i lili' n'-cA.'lli t i, Artin 

Elfcndi no do.'lil exerti'd hhnsi'lf -■ueen !\ io bringing abniit Ibe sii,u.,,iu‘e of that 

CoiiA'enlion. 

7T(‘ was sent b> me liy tIu' Sub a two d‘i\s ago, .as reported in my preceding 
despatch No. 2;)() of thc 17t!) iiutaat l.irdddj) ’ 

Y. sto.lix Sir, VI' 'll Sandis;"! mni to c. P ou Viiiii ! lU m ' ■ > .and, 

’o'di ' h' ''' ’ ■■ '' 'lugland w iib'duvk. ^ ilki'd 

' ' ' 'd in ov rsiti 'll bull ( to, 

'.o'dd ut h(''o,i! ; wir'd had happened, ]/ia i ■ .b-r 

^'a.jesty’s Go', rauieiii ui... u .o no ^ i' s. 1, judgi' ‘is to tlie time when it could 
evacuate Egyjit. 

During die night tint followed, 1 wa-- die arriial of a messenger from 

Yildiz, and a h'tter in Turkish from tlie 1 ip. ,iu Chauet'lK'rh'” Avas placed in my 

hand,, ol A\iiu h 1 liavi' tiu' lionour to iivelose an Englisli Iransfition, wliieh Air. Block 
made for r.ie <,n the following, i.e., tiii- morning 

T at once >aw that a very unfair advantage had been lakni of tliis private convor- 
sation of Sir Aim'd Smidi'-ou with Grtin ‘‘hrciidi, and f Avrote a letti'i* to SurrcAa IGslia 
j in i'Ti'iieli, wliieli I liopi'will meet with your Lordsliip’x approA'a!, as it replaei's thc 

qAiestioii on its jiroper footing. 

Ill that letter I iusirted twoTurki.fi woids wiiieliSiv bjiiPisou had I'lnployed 
ore' ' on my hohalf at du* Paiaei', so as to lean' no doulit ou tlie Sultan’s mind as 
to asmi'ant. 

'I’his incident shoAis how unadvib’ihU' it would he to r'-aniu' any nogotiatious 
eonci'niing Egypt in the [mpevial Besidcuec. 

Indeed, tlu'inereasi'of certain hostile inlluenees at tlu* Palace has heen going ou 
so rajiidly within the last five Avei'ks, that it is more than doulitful that it would he 
possible for us to arrive at any friendly understanding w'ith +1 k' bulian at present; and 
it is greatly to In' feared that no good could vi'snlt froi oAiml of nogotiatious Avitli 

His Imperial Alajesty. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) AY. A. \YHITE. 




* 
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Inciohure 1 in No. 17. 

Sir ir. White to Surreya Pasha. 

Jixceilcnee, The'rapia, le li;, JudlU, I8t>7. 

J’AI cu riionncuv do rcccooir ilaiTs la iiuit pto --ol ia ooiniuunioaliou do votre 
E.vcollonoe rdsullaiit d’lme ooiuoibcuiou pmoc (^u’auraLt ou Sir A. Saiidison. Coiunic 
cellc-ci a cu lieu saub inon autoribaUv)U et no parait pas a\oir etc cxacleincut rapportce, 
je pi'ie votro E-vccllcacc do'\oaloir uiou ii’\ ajoutor aueuiic iniportajioe, d’autaiit plus 
quo ^otrc E\cclleuoc sail quo je ii'ai poiiu d’iiiblruoliou (‘‘laliuiat ”) ’ tiilair. s do 

I’J'li^Npti de la part du GoLnoruv lac it do Sa la llciuc, ni q d'seidt") 

pour Ics traitor. 

Mats jc [uic A’otre Excollcaua, on cxpliquaut cc qui jati d<', do doniua it-, 
assurauoob a Sa alaj( ' iporiale quo jo oouliuuorai ii cnoaoiLi ton-, luos oiroit' 
pour outi'otoiiii los Ui rappoits outi'o Los doux Eurpiri s ot louis (JouAi-ria- 

moiits. 

.lo saibis, Ac. 

(Signd) \V. A. M tirilA 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 17. 

Surreya Pallia to Sir IT. H7u7t. 

(Translation.) ■/»/(/ (i (18), 18S7. 

THIS inoriung Sir A Sandison ATont on the part of Aonr Exoolk'uo_\ to the Endor- 
Socrotain foi Torcign AtTaiis, Ids Evcellcncy Artin ElVcudi, and staled that tluae 
Avould ho no liobtilo or nnrrioiully act in any Avay ojqio.sod to the friendU relations 
which From time immemorial liaAC existed hotAVOou England and the Suhliiue Eortc 
in coimeetion AAith tlu' present situation, and that the English A\ould cmdeaAourto 
evacuate Egypt completely as soon as possible* to get rid of the heaA'y charges, to meet 
Avhleh oxtia taxi's are being inquised, and that conrulence in this statement could he 
placed; and that, notAvithstanding thai }onr E\c( llencA, had not recoiAI'd any sjiceial 
iiistruet'ons on this ipiestion, your Excellency thought tliat Euston, Pasha should 
ree(i\i 1 nqii'iial orders aa ith regard to this question, and in tin* presi nl situation, in 
orihr to ti'A* oaoi the excitomeut existing i" I'nihind. yoAii* E\e-'lh'ne\ thought it \Aas 
ho I I I nail patiently for a short time. 

datinu lit A\as jiiude jiiiiaiolv iu_\inu llxi-oHonoA’s u.iuu , and Aiiui idlendi 
jnooeeiu 1 to lay it bol’oro Ilis iinpci'ial alajest\. 

1M\ august UAid Inqierial ^Master the Sultan A\as exoeedingh pU'asi'd at thi- iresh 
e^i' ession of Fiioudly sentinients ini tlu* pan ol tlio iluglish (io\('rnnn'Oi i lU.ir'E the 
Sublime Porte. 

As your E\eelh.._, .a.,. i lis Impi'iial Maji'stA lla* Sult.-ni has ihosi'u llie 
['ath of arrangemi'iil <)•' the Eg\ntian question lAor ^inee its eon*lueneemi'ut by 
cniifeienees IicTaah 'i i! !a\o (hui'i'innents eonformahlA to the good and Friendly 
is'latioiis whieh Fro'u 'if nid Icua (* esislod hetu'('''n the Suhlinu* I'orti ind the Ihiglish 
(lo\(‘Hitnenf, and 'I'lssa* 5'('bT>h tf* London on i Sj'e(‘i.‘il Mission 

uitli the ahoAe oli ' 'i delv taile*' 0 •um' ' 'ixonrahle 

result. 

'riie l\!ission ol if i m ■ ' li line !i"inina(e(l > Vi'oill aimed in 

Constantinople ehar'O'il nissio’i h'itisli tioAernmenl on tlie siihjeet. 

Vl'ter the eonfi'i 'u . FmIIwai i u. ..n lirst Eon\eioi ni aaus drn\A e np ou the 

I’itli < letoher, l-'t(H. ' . aa' ug otinn d • * 'ii i C nn tant'noolo on the 

Kith -lamiarA , ltl<)2 n'l u'l 

not contirmod by thi elUni^ '*!, I'eni} is* luneu. 

As there is no nei o n i \| . i oF tie's' l■tllllorollces was not a])pro\e(l 

by His Imperial Mn jest) iu' Mill \ onaeeio'i nl the objections raisi'd and 

ojiposition inadi' t)\ s(\ir;il iq,\' ko, and more ospociallA, oa\ ing to flic 

iuqiossihility of vec'Oiu'ilieg soierii) .iriuii' with ilii'riglits and interests o<'the Empire, 
and, eonseipu'ntly, this non-raiilieation aaus ('onsidered hi Ilis lm])erial Maji'-t}, my 
august Master, as an inevitahk duty for tlie Calipli. 

And His Imperial Muji'stv has full eontkkn t', i t) , !!i it ish (io\( i nnu'iil wit! 
j'ightly appreciate this clear and nxinnsv ncrcssitx. 


I 
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And, as in conclusion, His dlajislA has indy uiid siucoielv ih sired eonfonnahljr 
to the policy uhick he lias adopted to hiiuguhimt a specdx laiwurahle settlement of 
tins Egvjitiau qiiesliou hyiiini'l discussion hi'tweeii tlie u\o Giat. s. Ills Majesty 
expects From your Exeelleiiey’s heuevolcut elForts that your Exci'lli'ncy a\ ill use all 
your endeavours to obtain instructions from London for the continuation of the 
deliberations in a short timix 

^riie necessary instriu'tions liaA'c hei'u si'ivt to llustem kasha h\ th" korte to make 
I'l'presentations to the Hritisli Cabinet in this sense. 

(Signed) SURREYA. 


No. 18. 

Sir JV. if7iite to the Miaquis of Sulishury.—(Received July .10.) 

(No. 241. Confidential.) 

My fjOrd, I'lim fipot, July 25, 1887. 

a F('w days alter Sir 11 D. IMolirs departure theic’w i. a eeriain flutter at 
tlie Palace and at the Porti', and telegrams to Rustem kas'na ln!hu,e(l oiu* another 
through a dcsii'e to do somelliing, ami to a\oi(l the ajipearanee of h a> lag the Egyjitian 
question exactly as it lias licen h'lt by allowing tlu' exchange of u tilk.,1 ions simply to 
dro[). 

Ih.iAcnol been to tin' Porte since, nor liaxe [had an\ eoMmumeatioa on Hie 
subject since 1 addri'ssi'd to tlie Pal.aee the letter of whirl) .i e q»y ace nnpanied my 
despatch No. 2lt5, \’i'ry Secret, of the Ihtli iiixtant a A\cek ago, hut i Iiear ihrough my 
colh'agiies that it is not inti'nded to laKe any Further steps just now, at lea'-l for some 
wei'ks, and Avhat may apjienr stiungi', that Count Monti'hello has .il^o given such 
advii'O. 

i h'lVC*. kc. 

(Signed) \V. IVlllI'E. 


No. 19. 

Mr, Po/lnl lo the }[urijtiP of Sulishury .— (Received ^{uijU'.t 1.) 

(No. too.) 

My Lord, Cui, o, July 22,1887. 

WITH ri'ferenee 1() my K'l.'grani No. JS7 of the 20lh uhii.ni, aiuiouiicing the 
uitisfactory results of ihe ( xpedilion si'iit to ]mnish the murder ''F Lienb'uani StoAvart, 
of Her Majesty’s shipthinnet," 1 have the lionour to inclose iicuwilli copy oF a 
despatch wliii'h 1 have reei'ived From Her Majesty’s Consul .i' .sierkin, giving ,.a 
account oF the trial by court-martial oF a Slieikli and si.v men aeeiised of complicity 
in the niurdei', ol shive-di'aling, and of resisting the authoril\ ol the Egyptian 
CoAcrnment. 

<)AAing to till' ili'lav ol six wt'eks which ('hqised hetAvei'ii the lA'ci'ipt - -on the 2ii(l 
Ma\— ol’ the iK'w s oF Lii'iitenant StcAA’art's di'atli and tlu* di'partiiie of I ho e',[)edit ion 
nndi'r ColoiK'l Kilehener on tin* 12th June, it aaus Found im}iO''sihle to eolli'i't direct 
cAidenei* as to Ihe .letual miuderers, but th.i' men ('aptured Avere at! com ii'li'd oF being 
aeeessorie^ .tl'li'i tin' Fact, and were si'nlonei'd to scA’-ere piinislunenl, ranging from six 
years’ to two k'iiis’ pi'tia! '-''n itude, in ‘uldition to wliioh tlu'v d! irooiied ftlry 
lashes. 

I ha\’e, Ae. 

• (Signed) C. il I’OItTAL. 


Jnclosure iu No. 19. 

Consul ('auierou Iu hh Pm I id 

Sir, > / il.iii, July 9, 1887. 

1 ILV\ 1 ) iho hi.noui to lepoit tliat an Eg v|)l i.iii eoui l-ni.is' ia! Aias held hi'n* on 
Ihe lth-()th Jul\ Iu M iiisliiil, Slu'ikh of the Ui'shaida-Heiami i,md six of his 
men, for eomplieit\ in tin* murder oF liieidenant IV. (1. Stewart, It.A., Hi'r Majesty’s 
>l>ip “Gaiuiet,"’ near llelaih, on llu* dthh Xiiril last. The piisoners were furtlier 
I barged AAith slaAU'-tradiiig and rclu'lliou. 

[ 082 ] 
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Captain Bradforfl, of Her ^Majesty's ship “ Gannet,” and I attended tlic sittings of 
the Court. , , . . 

The charge of murder hroke down for waui of evidence of identity, and it is 
extremely improhahle tliat the men who actually tired on the “Gannet’s” boat Avill 
ever be captured. 

The Court was, lioweier, ronsinei d lluil (he pii.soner.s (ornu'd part of a slave- 
trading eolony at ILehiib ; tiled e I'i nil ine.i o! itetaiiiuio had fired upon and 

hilled Lioiui-nani .Slewait uhile lie wa-, ndi. niphiig to .suj)pre'''i the 81ave irade at 
llelaili; that the prismunsi weri' aec('''>mivs .'dli'r the lael,aud conniA'('d at tlioinurdei, 
and that they had re-.I-'tt'd llie aulhoril^^. »1 1 o plain Goveriiiiieiit on the Red bca 

littoral. 

The sentence, as conni'ininl h\ ihe i d,-,, j'lior aie a-, lullows:— 

1. Sheikh '\Lnrshi(l : shv yrais" p.wi.il s.anilnde and .30 lashes. 

2. IMusaad ; five a ears and fifty las n .. 

3. Amharak; three yeais and lil'iN 

4. Salim; tliree years and tif'ty laslics. 

5. Saeed ; three a(' ais and lid \ lashes. 

6. IMiisalliin : three \ears ainl f w<'id\ ii\o lasht's. 

7. Ihadlnllah : two years and iilty lashes. 

Tims tlic murder of Liouti'iiaiit Stimart has not heen lelL iinaA'cngcd. The 
Sheikh and six men are snvcvely punished Ihi' tvihe 1:,i 1 ' hruken up, and a large 
number of eainels and sheep eaptunnl. 

I have, ifce. 

(Signed) GOXALD A. CAMERON. 


No. 20, 

Mr. Porlal to th^ ^farqui.s nf SnJisbiirij.— {Ri‘r Ircd !.) 

Mv Lord, 

‘ dVITn nd'i'n'uta' to i ,v drspath No of tli hant, 1 have the honour to 

report that the Idlers fmiti fbe Khalif.-th Ali.htH-h t > I'm Queen, tin* Sultan, and the 
IvliediAi' liaAf' arrii'ed at Caii a,,l ha\o lu'en t mii'luted. Though not absolutely 
idt'iitieal with those of A\i'h-''' t'l tioas v. ('!•(> imd,,d in Sir E. Eamig’s desi>ateh 
No. 217 of the 21st April ’ 'le di'Temaci' is very slight, and consists merely in 
alterations of avouIs and ov}).e-nous, tin' maiudiaft o! the letU'rs being the same. 

T have therefore ariMu'j'‘'d with Geu ml AVilkie tied t'le originals of the letters 
should he at once sent hnel to Suakiu, airl that Colonel Ivitelu'ner .sliould he 
instructed to return then ' '’'dullnli In th ".‘em,-r who Imnight 

them. , , T-. , 

I ihv lioiKiiu* < 1 iii<' af .li’s Ictli loac! lvjU*henoi*, 

asking him to forward the other lelleim. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Sigu('d) (i. 11. PORTAL. 


('I'ramlatiou.) 


inelosun* m Ao. 20. 

Khulifu Aliddliih h Colonel Kitrlirner, 


It thc.V". f Col, At. 


SOwlK time haekAve wroti' notilieiu i Abd-uLIIainid, the Sultaii of Stainlioul, 
to Mohanu'd TcAvlik of Cairo and to the Queen of England. These notifications were 
sent by special messengers, and deliveivd hy them to Teivtik at Cairo. 

dll the return of these nu'.sseiigeis they informed us Unit T’ew tik did not deliAX'r 
the letters, but pi’oinulealcd th ‘Ui in bis own fashion, an act purely and deliberately 
false that Ave hope others Avill not fall in Avith. ^ vi 

Hearing, hoAvever, that you are not the man to commit misplacement like the 
Tui'ks Ave forward herewith copies of uotilicatioiis, in order that you may promulgate 
them propi'rly and Avithout the .slightest cliaiigi', unless you do not like and unless you 
prefer to imitate Tewfik in hi', pruniulgatiun of Raiah 27, 301, in the “Alakayeh, 
Avhich w e haA (' read. 

God hl(‘ss those avIio adhere to tin ‘ 1 uiclance). 

Khorhiiui, Mth Ramadan, 1304. 
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No. 21. 

Mr. Portal to the Manji ot ^'nVi'.tnirtj—(Rerrivpd August 1.) 

(No. 403. Confidential.) 

My Lord, ^ Cairo, .My 24, 1887. 

EROAl confidential rejinrt' reec'ived from English officers commanding detach¬ 
ments of Riryptiau ])oli('i' in dilh'rent parts of jP, > (‘'Miiitry. tlu'rc is no room to doubt 
that the uoaa's oi tho non-'i'aOfication o! th.' Coha (aition lam Iw'C'ii rceeiAxd AA'ith joy by 
natives of all classes. 

In the towns, where ])uhhc opinion is h'd in great measure hy the ueAVspapers, 
most of Avhieh take their idc'as from tlu' French loeaf ])ress, the faihirr- of the Coiu'en- 
tion appears to }).'univ.'i'sall v ivg irdi'd as a siu'ci-ssfiil blow against British intlnence 
in this country, and as an act of s('ir- ).,si'rl ion on the part of the Head of Islam 
against the Christians. I'liis idea a^ipears to he also spread gi'iierally over the 
provinces. 

All thinking classes of natives. hoAvover, aekiioAi ledge that an English occupation 
is infinitely preferable to a Turkish one. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. If. PORTAL. 


No. 22. 

Mr. Portal to the Mitrintis of AaU.'-hnni.—(Received Aiuiust 1.) 

(No. lOG.) 

My Lord, Cairo, Jiilij 21, 18S7. 

1 HAA"E the honour to report that an Arab merchant has arrhed at AVnd) Haifa 
Irom Ivhavtoum and Omlurman, bringing letters fiom Liiplon Bey and from two 
other ]»risoners, one an Austrian ])i'i. st, and tlr- otlu'r an llaliau woman. 

'flu'sc letters, about w'liO'i’ auilu'ntic'ii\ thi'i’e eati ii ■ no doiihl, laiw in dab' fj'oui 
the middli' of Pi'lnaia/’y to lli ■ lilli 31:ire)i, and ar'’ ail aiViK'.sed to MeNsadiiglln Bey, 
■•^•h’t Avas till I'ceently the oljiei'r i i (hai gi'oi i’l,' i’uypliau Intelli^enee Di'iiartinent 
at Wady Haifa. 

In eonti'iils they I’esemhh' eaeli oil i ' ' ' M*',' ''' oi'geat apjU'als for 

money, 'fheo i e > n.i to, Inijie lhal l)_, ; p. ('..sme, w .mis of tin' priests 

mid Italian^ h, . a, ‘i ^ \ ai s.air' two mouths , i !iy the 

Catholic Arissinii lui'o o, s. , I a sum of mo. lo ,!a'’r (Uiih aguos io Omdiirm.iii. and 


In emib'iils they I’esemhh' eaeli oil . ' ' ' M*',' ''' oi'gm.t apjU'als for 

money, 'fheo i e' no If; ho])e llial l)_, ; p.essne; w.mis of tin' priests 

mid Italians h, . a, ‘i ^ ' 'mn s.mr' two mouths am Gy the 

Catholic Afissioii lui'o in s. , I a sum of mo. _ lo .ue’r (Uiih aguos in Omdiirm.iii. and 
it is prohatile tliai this lias ahvady le.udud (1 

'I he Ar.il) merelia >1 ’,.’io l)roiia,hi Hi.- d ‘s fh.it he adiaiiced tin' sum of 

21)1)/. to Lupton Bey, and in jiroof of Ifu .siateiiK'iit he produces a bill nritteuiii 
\uibie, and ^igiii'd Ijy Liijdo.i. luawe (.n Air, i’’ 1’. Ilearui', of 1.3S, Leadeiihall Strei't, 
or on Air. Alaleolm luniton, foi' 200/. iii reiia'incut of monev.s ri'ceiA'cd by him from 
this Aral). 

As both General AVilkie and mmii were .-a'isfn'd that tht're weiu' suirieii'nt 
grounds for assiiminu' this dneunu'nt to hi' genuine, 1 lutA’o asked tin* Cgyptian 
GoAerimient to pay the 200/., Aihielt will lie at once giA'cn to the Arab inerehani, Avho 
will ho told, at llio sanu' timi', that if lu' returns to Kliartouin and can prove 
alt(‘rwards that he has givi'ii a fu'sli s(i[,ply of money to Lupton Bey, he Avil! be 
lilierally la'Avarded. Ih' has already n'eeived 50/. for bringing the lettm's. 

11 is the opinion of tliosi' best abh' to judge that if Lupton Bey can command 
200/, or 2,00/ in readv monev, he Avill have hut little difficultv in etlbctiug his 
e.seape. 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 


(No. 103. .Secri't.) 
Sir, 


No. 23. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. IVhite 


Foreicji Office, Aiiiju.st 5, 1887. 

ri'ceiAi'd and laid liei'me t.. ^.a-ai \our Evei'lieiU'v's 'Ii'sp'iteli No. 2l(l, 
r the loth ultimo, ri'laiive to a eommuuication Avhich you h'd ivei'ived 
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from Suri'cya Paslia, and In wliiob rc’forcncc was made to a privale conversaliou 
between Sir A. Sandison and Artiii Efl'endi on tbe present state of tbe relations 
between Great Britain and Tnrbey, and tlu* (dlect of tbe Sultan’s refusal to ratify Ibe 
Com'ention coneluded Avitb Sir 11. i). "Wolff. 

Her .Majesty’s Government approve tbe note wbicb you addressed to Snrreya 
Paslia in reply, eorrecting tbe erroneous construction wbicb bad been placed on Sir A. 
Sandison’s languao^c. 

I am, &e. 

(Sij,med) SALISBUIIY. 


No. 21. 

The Marquis of Salishurq to Mr. Portal. 

i^o. 237.) ' ‘ . 

Foreign Office. August ISS/. 

’ I ItxVVE received your despatch No. 101 of tbe 22n(l ultimo, batin- <hat lb- 
letters from tbe Ivbalil'a Abdullab to ibe Queen, tbe Sulian, and llu' Kbcdii e b:ul 
rcacbcd Cairo; and tliat as in subslanee tbey were found to bc' idiailic with tlune 
previously forwarded by Sir B, Barin- in liis di'spaleb No. 21/ ol ilu* 21st Ajiril, 
vou liad ;irran”’('d that tiie oi initials ‘should be at onei' sent baeb lo Suabin, and tbal 
Colomd Kitebeiu'r •sbould bi' instrueti'd to return tht'in to the Klnilitti Al.'dullah 1)\ th>' 
iiicssengers Avbo brought (Iumii. 

Abmr action in this matter is approved by Her Ahijesty’s (io\ ('nurn'iit. 

1 am. Sea. 

(Sinned) SAIjISBP 11 Y. 


No. 2.j. 

The Maniui'' of fidlishurij in Mr. Pnrhil. 

(No. 2:1S.) , c- 

Foreign Office. Augu.sl .i, l^K/. 

I HAVE reeeivt'd \our dt'spateb No. lOtJ of tbe 21th .iul\, slating that hdte.’s 
had reea'iitly Ix'eti reiadved troni Eupton Bey and (.1 her IjIU optain prisoners ;il IvhiUtoui : 
and Omdurnian. :ind that 1 h('Arab w ho hronnht_ them also produced a hilt lor 200t , 
dniwu by Lupton Be\ in repaymi'ut ol' money stiid to ha\e been ad\ane('d. 

Under tbe elrcumstanees ;is stated, 1 .ipjmoe _\.iur bavin- ashed llie L-NptieU 
riovennm'nt to meef amt i)a\ this bill. 

1 am, Ae. 

(Signed) SVLlSlff It ^ . 


No. 20. 

Till Mmq'is of Sul.'I / < ' o', ''(//eZ. 

(Telegraphic.) I nie'iju i^gjiti, August 12, 1 'S/, o !0 I.M. 

MB. FOX, on hehair ol Soudan t,omp,in\, a|)]ilies for ixnanission to send agent o» 
'frinkitat n, distribn'e <-otton-v., ad t,, Hadeiidowa Sheikhs for euUi\ation o! Tokar 

(hdta ■ . 1 1 1'- ■ 

Ascertain Jiutl re])i 1 ' J,,''ptiiin Goveunnenl amt ol folonel Kiteiieiun. 


No. ;A. 

I\ I hit /I. I n 1’ , ...IJ. ■! linniS I".. ‘ I'.M.) 

(No.Bin 

(Telegraplue.j _ > m, o, A.ugiai ] ■ i , , 1 a,., e.M. 

Yt)UIt teh'giam No. 1 U \i lerdam 

Colonel Kitiditaiei' teh'graplis llnit Mr. lox s proposal ^\ould he i*ontiai\ to tegii- 
latious. Trinkitat is Orlett\ him haded, and if trade i^ on. ned for one It must b«'f .• 
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all. Inhabit in. s o. ! ai it i 'i .•!.!■ i - i) !i ‘kid 

friendly Arabs,and r.’jior'cd N) i u 'a'l a‘taekiii— Si"'\i ' ’ ; th- autumn. 

Colonel IvitiMuai '■ In-, .t i. m ly protiiiseil LIulU d' tiieir 

remaining peae/aible. 

Acting Sirdtir does not tbink that in any case TIadendowa d.. ikbs would be 
propen- recipients^of seed, thougb tbey migbt barter or sell it to Tok ir inhabitants 
at large ])rollt. iTe Is not jHusoiially avaas > to didribiition of sc(al, but a.grecs tbat 
Colonel Kitcbencr’s opinion should have greatest wmigbt. 


No. 28. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Sali.shiirg.—{Received bij telegraph, August 13.) 

(No. 411. Ext. 191.) 

My Lord, Cairo, AiuguA 13, 1S87. 

I llAVB received your Lordship's t('k'gram of tin' 12tb iintant respecting 
Mr. Eov’s a)>plieation for picmission to distidhute eoiton se('d to lladendova S'u'iklis 
at Trinkitat lor enllivalion ia <ei' Tokar Didta. 

In obedience to your Lordsbip'.s inst ruei ioim i relerred tbe matter to Colonel 
Kitchener, and bav(' bad tlu'honour to ti'legrapb to your Lordsbij) the substance (jf 
his opinion, which isdislincilv adveu's/' lo any .such distribnti(m. of colLon-soed, on the 
ground I'l.al frinkitat is stI'iclly lilockaded, tbat if trade is to lie opened with 'I'okar 
it must l«e opened for everybody, and not a- a monopoly for Mr. Fok or anv Soudan 
Company, and, thirdly, that the people of I'okar have already been ])roiniM'd eottmi- 
.seed on condition of their rmnaiiiing peaceable, but that, on tin' coiurary, they were 
reported as iutmuling to ad'.anet' .igainst Snakin after tlie hot weather. 

1 also consulted Colonel Chermsidi', the Acting Sirdar of the Bgy])tian army, 
whose opinion is entitled to the more weight, a^ be was Governor of Suakiii and the 
lied Sea Littoral inlSSI and IbS.j. ITe, personallv, secs im objc'ction at all to the 
distribution of seed, but agries tbat tbe gnaitm'wingbt, sbonld be givmi to the opinions 
of Colonel Kitebcuer as being tlu' responsible ollicer on the spot. Jle addl'd, liow.'tcr, 
wutb regard to Mr. Fox’s proposal, that even were the distribution of si'o I lo bo 
permitted, be did not tbink that the lladi'udowa Slii'ikhs would be at all the propa* 
recipients. 'The fertile (listriet o)'I’okar is iidiahiti'd by a peasant or labouring popula¬ 
tion of lh('Asbraf, Artega, and otbor Irihi's, whereas the Jladeudowas are s-Idnui, if 
evi'r, eultivalovs, althongb Ibey ('xael heavy tithi's from (he crops of tlie ! thouriug 
tribes. 

No doubt, however, if eoftomsi'cd were given to them, thi' !ladendowas would 
barter and sell it to tin; Tokar peoph', and then tax the crop when it grows up. 

r pro])Ove to address your Lordslii]) further on tbe whole subject of on-iiing trade 
with 'L’oluir in tlu' course of a few days. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. 11. BOBTAL. 


No. 29. 


I'uv Manniis <.f Salisburii lo Mr. Egerlon. 

(No. fSl.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 45, 1887. 

THE Froneb Ambassador informed mi' to-day that he liad been iustrneb'd by 
M. Elouri'iis to sav that he had seen with regret the puhlieation in the Blue ITook of 
tbe letter addressed to the Sultan by AT. de MoutiBi'llo, wdiicb was forwarded to us by 
Sir TL J4. Mbillf, and tlud it', iinblieation witlnmt previous refei-i'iiee to BarE was 'L, 
variance with dijilomatic usage. 

II is Lxeelleuey was at the same time desired to emphatically assure mo that tlu 
eo))y, as it ajipi'ared, was inaeeiire.te in many respects. 

I replied that I was nnahle to take bis Execllmiey’s view with respect to tho 
im}H‘o|)riely >i|‘ tin' pnbliealion referi'i'd to; 1 uuders'.o xl the rule to be that .anything 
eommunieated by one Government to another could not be published without tlio 
leave oi the (lovermuent th it cmnmii neated it, hut tliat in case of doemuciits which 
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'trely at llberly to do what wm plc.isod wl'.i 
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If tlie Frcneli Govcnimont had coimnimicali'd io us llio letter froin ]M. de ’Monte- 
"bello, M e undnulitedly sliould not have published it without tiieir leave ; hut no coni- 
muiiicalion was made to us on tlu* suhjc'ct ; llii' prescaitation of it was a proee('(liiig 
wlileli I could not designate as tviendly, and it was niatiM'ial l»'V ns to he able to ini'omi 
our own j)ei)plc of tlu' manner in wliieh, a)id the agency lln'ouyh which, the Convon- 
tiou lailed to he rati(i('d. 

IJis hivcellency admitted that tiie ^jdrit in wliieh tin' Fn-nch Tlepresenjativc had 
proceeded suh'.e(|iiently to the signature of the Com eutiou had heeii hitter, but he 
justified it hy mying that tlu' Fri'iieli (loveranient weu' to h('hept on r„urant of what 
passed; that Sir II. D. Woltf, who had eonuuuuieati'd with the Freneh Emhassy in tlio 
nrst instanei'. had eea-t'd to do so at la^-t, and that .\rti('le V, in the form in which it 
was ultimately signed, was entirely unknown to tliem. 

I replied that 1 helii'Vi'd hi - il\ee!1e’ie_\ would thnl from the papers in the Blue 
Book that Sir 11. B. hVollf luul eomuitinie.di d Isis draft Comeiiiiou wlileli (‘ontaiiiccl 
thisArtieh’ to M. Imhert, and that the oid\ elia.iges wliieh li.ul hei'i-i madi' in it at the 
time of sigiiatui'e were such as tended to qnalify its o[)eration. 

I am, iCc. 

(SigiH'd) SAhlSBBBY. 


Ao. 30. 

The Muninh of Sn)ishiir;j to Mr. J. G. Kennefhj. 


(No. 2hS. Ext. 71.) 

(Extract.) Foreign Office, August 10, 1887. 

M. CATALANI then aski'd for information respeetiug the Egyptian policy of 
Her Majesty's Government, with a view to enable his (iovorinnent to he of assistance 
I Ix'ggetl him to convey my warmest thanks to the Italian inister for Foreign 
Affairs, but explained that in the opinion of Her IMaji'sty’s Government it wus 
adrisahie, after all that liad recently oeeurred, tliat tlie Egyptian <[iiesl ion slionUl In' 
allowed lo sleep for a time. 


No. 31. 

Achniralti/ to Foreign Office.—-{Rereirod Avgust 25.) 

Sir, Admiralty, ^higust 22, 1887. 

I AM eomrnandcd hy my Lords Coinmissioncvs of the Admiralty to transmit 
to yon lu'rewith, for the perirsal of the Alavquis of Salisbury, a copy of a lett('r dated 
the 2(Hh June, from the Commanding OtUeer of Her Alajesty’s ship “Ganiiet,”’ 
detailing the ])roceedings of Colonel Kiteliencr and the force unth'r Ids I'onunand against 
the native tribe implicated in the murder of Lieutenant Stewart, ll.N. 

1 am also to inclose extrael.s from a fiirthi'r letter from tin' ‘'Gamnd,” dated the 
12tli .lul\, la'spi'cting the state of atfairs in the neighimurhood of Suakin. 

In tills Icttm* Commniuh'r Bradford forwards a Bejiort of the pi'oei’cdings of tlie 
court-mai'tial held from dth to (ith July hy tlu' Egyptian authorities on tlm natives 
personally concerned in the murder of Lieutenaut Stewart. 

Al\ Lords do not forward a copy of tliese proeeccling.s, as this court-martial is the 
one of which a Hoport was forwarded by Air. Portal in his h'ttm' of thr* 22nd July to 
Lord .Salisbury and transmitti'd to tlu' Admiralty in Foreign Office lettc'r of the 
9th August. 

I am to state that no Report of any later court-martial, as alluded to in your 
letter above quoted, has been received at the Admiralty. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. D. AWDRY. 


■i 



Inclosure 1 in N^o. 31. 

Commander llradford to Ad)\iir(tl lli'^ Royal Ilighnoss the Duke of Edinburgh, K.G. 

Sii, [LM.S. “ Gunnel,” Snuk'n, .fane 20, IbS". 

1 HAVE tlu' lemour to report to your Royal lligluu'ss that Colonel Kilchener 
left Siiakin in the “ Jad’arich,” Avith a comiiany of tlu; lOtU battalion, at daylight 
on th(' 12th instant. At S A.Ar. on thi' '■anu' day I A\('ighcd and j)roe('eded to Khor 
Shinab, arriving tlu'ri' on the ('vi'iiing of tin' I3t1i. On tin' i Itli I ju'oeeeded 
ai da\ liglit, and, j. lining tlic “-lafVarieii ” oil' Cape Eliia, auehon'd in Mersa IJalaih at 
2.30 P.M. 

Ih'i' Ar;ii('sty's .ship “Falcon” .‘irriM'd there about liair-an-hoiii' lii'fore (letter 
of |)roe('cdinn,s .-dl.U'ln'd). 

On tlie e\ei!ing of tlie 1 Ith 1 rw't'iAcd infoimaliou thnl 'i dhow was io the 
northward of Halnii). and would most probably leave for th.e Ih'dja/. that night. 

I direct('d Acting Coinniaiul''r 11. ‘'n 1). ('iimming lo shift to nii niu'horagc outside Ihe 
reel's, and to h'a\e during tl'e night with (ho ohji'ct of inlc'rei'pling her. 

Colonel Ivitelu'iioi', afti'i' an interrii'W a\ ith .Vli Teot, tin' Bishari Sheikh, 
informed nu; that he Avoidd attack the lleli'nu' Aillagi' at duAligld on the loth. 

I doeided to land fifty small-arm men and maiines for Iho ])iirpos(' of eo-operating 
with him. 

1V(' landed a1 3 v.Af., and .started fi'om the Avells at J, with about a dozen 
Bishari and Amarars as gnidi's, and aftm' a 0-mile mareh arrived about half-past 0 at 
th('eam]>ing-gi'omnl of 1)i.' Iletemes. 1 regret to say that ne found it de.serted, the 
inhahitants IniAingh'ft during Hu' night for the hills. Coloni'l Kilehi'in'r deeiih'd to 
n'tiiro, as he liad not hi'en able to obtain camels lo mount siillicieiil men lo follow 
them. 

Not ;i sinale uem loll out from the ranks, though they had a good 12-milc 
mau'h. 

Her Bai('st,\'s Ad]) “ luiloon ” aiu'lmred for the night at Ahii Patima, as her 
pvi's('uce would pv('A('nl tin' IL'li'iun-. drinking at the AAt'll there'. 

Outlie morning of llu' Kill), Her Alaji'st^A’s ship “ L’ah'onrntmnnl to Alensa 
ilakiih, and T direeh'd Aeting Commamh'i' Cnmming to proeei'd to Nuukiii. 

On the evening of Ihe 10th, Colonel Kileln'iier di-palelu'd a naiivi* ofiicer and 
tAA'cnty-livi' police on camels, Ali Toot’s son, and some half-a-do/en tViendlj natives to 
the loAA'cr range of hills. 

On the nmrm'ng of the 181h they retm'm'd, having eapturc'd Morshi'd, the principal 
Sheik of llu' Ih'ti'mns, ]. men, l.j Avonu'ii, children, and sias('s, also 1^0 camels, and 
about 200 shei'p. One Ileteme Avas killed in the eneounti'r. 

I consider this residl satisfactory, and, no doubt, it aaiII !)(' a great hloAV lo the 
ITi'ii'ines; I should ha\(' hei'u glad fo see more men, hut possibly the Bishari may 
bring them in now tlu'y liavi' seen that the Govmrnmout can reach them, though at 
some dihtauee from the coast, 

I dislrihiited 17/. amongst the folloAving natives: Bad.'"m Alahommed, Ali Teot, 
Aiahomuu'(i Tahir, Esa yiu'rif (an Amavar Slu'ik), 8aid Osman, Said Thralum, and 
Parag, for giving information, assisting in tin' capture, and for iieting as guides. T 
hope this AAill meet Avith your Ro^al Highness’ approval. 

The Bishari Slu'ik, Psa Bareer, came in on tlu' ITlh to eudea\our to make tonus 
for the ileteme. Just as he AAas leturniug, the captured peo; le weu' lirouglit down 
to the Avells. The result did not sei'in to pleasi' him. 

IleftAIersa Halaib at 8 a.ji. on the Itlth, having emharki'd half-a-eompany of 
the lOUi, and arrived at Simkin at 1‘30 p.m. on the 20th, the “ Jafiari.di ” arriving at 
2-30 P.M. on the 20th. During the passagi' I tired the remainder ol the quarter’s 
ammunition at a target. 

Colonel Kitchener has informed me, that directly the ease can he properly 
prepared he will summons a court-martial for the trial of the prisoners. Donald 
Cameron, Esq., Her Britannic Alajesty’s Consul, has kindly cousentod to Avatch the 
proceedings on behalf of Her Majesty’s navy. 

I understand that the Avoraen and children will he sent to Jeddah, and some 
money given them for subsistence. 

Colonel Kitchener left a party of twenty-fivo men at Alcrsa Halaib, and intends to 
open up trade hetAveen that port and Suakin; and, at a later date, he said that he 
miglit allow dhoAvs to proceed direct from Jeddah ; the latter is the only trade that 
would liounlit the Bi.shari, as it would he a three Aveeks’ voyage (or more) for a dhow 
from Suukiti to Alersa Halaib. 
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In my opinion il ’would 1)(' ^ojod j)olicy to let all ilio iribes tvai’n' ’without any 
restrietions, and not wait any lon^'cr Tor the suhmission of the Sheikhs oL' Tokar. 

It is ruin(;ui‘('d that iMusa Digna, a ri'latiiai of Osman Digna, has returned to the 
neighbourhood of Tokar. 

I dispatched Her ^Majesty’s ship “Talcon” on the 25th instant to cruize to 
the noi’tlnvard, calling at ^I('rsa Jlalaih, and ri'turuing here not later than the 
Gth Jidy. 

I havo, &e. 

(Signed) BARTON 11. BRABEORD. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 31. 

Commander Bradford to Admiral Hi,'; Roijnl irajhiicss the Duke of lidinburyh, K.G. 

(Extract.) II.M.S. “ Gannetf Suakin, Juhj 12, 18S7. 

I IIAA’E the honour to rt'porl to your ^’(waririghiu'ss that nothing of importance 
has occurred since my last h'tter ol‘ proceedings ol‘ tin' 2 t)lh dune, 1SS7. 

2. It is rurnoun’d that Osman Digira is negotiating from Kassala with tin* Sheikhs 
of Tokarand the neighbourhood, with a A i(uv ot attacking Snakin at the (aid of the hoi, 
season. 

3. An Italian jn'icst started for Berlx'r, hut Ik' has rOurm'd, having received 
intclligenc('lhat tlu' road ni'ar BerheiMvas oeenpic'l by lu'Stile n.ativf's. .Alahomined 
Kair, the Sheikh of Berhi'r, has been re])laeed by a I'ric'ud nf tlu' itlalidi. 

t. The prisoners caiiturc'd by Coloiud Kitehemn’ on the 17th dune, by Her 
Majesty's ship ‘'Dolpliin ” in IMay, and some others ol the Iteteine tribe ea[>tured at 
Roweyali, have hi'en tried by court-martial. 

Donald Cameron, INq., Ib'r Britannic iMnjesty's Cwtisul, has aiveii nu' gi*e..t 
assistance in attending the h'ials and interpreting tlu' e\idence. 


No. 32. 


The Marijuie' of !o ^^r, ./. (!. Kennedij. 


(No, 251. Secret.) 

Sir, Forelijit Of/iee, ^luyusl 25, 1S87. 

T'JLE Jialian Charge d’AlTaires statrd lo me to-day that Signor Crispi d<'.sired t>< 
renew the ulTer ol' military co-operation in blgypt uhich liad been made to ikir! 
Grauvilh' by the Italian tlo\eminent in jSH i. 

I expressed my Avarm aeknowledgnumts, and said that we should not hesitate, il 
necessary, to avail ourselves of an otVer made in so friimdly a spirit. I did not. 
however, thirdv that the necessity for sneb assistance would bt' likely to tirisc \r. 


Egypt. 


[ am, ike. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 3,'b 

Ml. Pi rnti to the Maryuis of SallKluri /.— {Reeeired Auiju,'<t 20 .) 


(No. IDti.) 

('rdegraphic.) Aikju.A 25, iS87. 

DUKE OE CO.NaNAl (iJlT this morning oHieiall\ roct'ived by lvlH‘di\e, and 
invcslt'd Ilis 11 iglmess with (J.C.B.. tluai reccivt'd Khedive's visit on IIt'r-Majt'sty’s 
ship “Phaeton." 

Drove thronnb A hoxtuidria, wln-ro it's !!n\:d '' ' wm., riiilinM.istically 

e'rt'idi'd 1)\ both mitives and Enropo.ins 

!)i;' <• (■■■iim ;o Sue/. b\ spoi'ial iviKsi.,'. . d has jn-u b-li lor Ad . 


No. 31. 

Sir W. While lo Ihe Marquis of Salishurij .— {ReeMved August 27.) 

(No. 278. Confidential.) 

M ^ Lord Thercpia, August J8, JbS7. 

" j jjp’yyji; l^otm assured th;d. t1u' ein'mie-- of Ghazi iMoukhtar Pasha at the Palace, 
and principally his lAcelleney’s rival, Ghazi Osman Ikasha, :uv all directed to produce 

his Exccdlencv’s.ri'eall from Egypt. , . , , x i • • n n 

Various causes might be assigned for this desire, but I dare say principally the 
fact, timl, whilst most Turkish oHieials arc so vmy irregularly paid, he mrpys lus 
salary at his (aise ;d Cairo, and that it iraehes his liands punctually. 

Moukhtar’s aetivit> in Cairo is, 1 hem-, severelv criticized ni 1 urkish tnrclcs ; he is 
blamed for not having 'takim advantage of his opportunities for loimarding general 
Moslem, and siieeially Ottoman, interests m Egvpt, and some nurds dropped by the 

Grand Vizier the other day eonlinn nn'iu this imprc.ssion. . d i i 

51 y att.mtion Avas attraeled by somi' remarks concerning .doukhtar 1 asha made 
to yoiu- Lorilsbip by .Mr. Portal on the IStli dnly,IS 8 t in b.s 
Couhdenlial; and 1. lully concur with the coiicludiim’ remarks I't olci MujCstv ^ 
d’Vlfaires at Cairo that ivpri'simtations madi' luav showing a desiri' to gpt tl"' Ottoin.in 
ConiinissiuiHa- reealbnl are not likely to obtain that result whilst iiulillcreiicc on our 

iiart mav attain that end. . , . , ,1 

T have sent to Mr. i’ortal a copy ol ibis despatch. 

I have, wc. 

rSigned) ML A. MMIITE. 


No. 35. 


Mi\ Portal to the Maiujuis of Salisburii.—(Reeeired Auijust 29.) 

(No. 420.) 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 411 of the 13th instant on the subject of tho 
distribution of cotton-seed for the henelit ol the lulialntants oi lokai, I yenture 
b,'point out to vour Lordshi)! that .Mr. Pox’s proposal again opens the udiole q^esLon 
of till' hlockadi' of 'fokar and the coast of the Red Sea to the south ot 8 ualan. Lyen 
d Tokar were now to make a siil,mission to Colonel Kitehonm-, jts popuktion, wdiicE, 
as I explained in my id.ove-.pioh'd despatch, consists ol a labourmg or fel ah his , 
tould iiievitahlv l,e\lominaled hy the hostil(> and warlike tribes m its nog ihourliood 
in the (went of 'any revival of the Di'vvish movement, unless it Avore actually occupied 
l,v P-vpi, a slop whicli 1 believe is far from heiiig eontomplated. 

‘ SiiMl Baring has on several oeeasioiis impivssol upon Colonel Kitcliciiei h;. 
mxlreme dcMrahUitv of opening trade uith Tokar at the (airlicst uppurtuirity, and m lus 
despateli No. 313 of tin* Dili "May reported the eonditmus under Avliudi a certain 
aiuOimt of trade was to h.' allowol from Snakin along the Berber ''oad: he 
his opinion at the same time both to your Lordship ami 
lbe.e conditio,IS uere too stringent, and that a gcmeral 

suir.eient, step, being takm, to iirevont all tr.alhe in arims. IW of the 

faeililies lo lindc liave been granted: the mxp^nanumt which ''il" j > i ‘ ‘ V 
more adventurous merchants of sending goods and ‘ 

si'cin to luivc mot A\itli mucli success, ami no lurtlicr liadc is 1) 11 j, . 1 

'' AVbaVthc Snakin mcia-bauts, bull, Luroiican and umivc, arc Wi^aG^ 


lia iradc should De lively opciicu wnu Lomu yu-.., ... ''^ 7 , .a " Pv i iio 

i,i,„.i.;i(icor ri'iiikiuit U ..11 III.'o(,Ki. 1.1 tinsy.-'’'''AyP7’“ 

iho .mivlioiils a,v sM|,iiorl«l by llor Uaj,'sty's Consul at 'V , t A 

. , . , . ... 1 • _+i,.a u'/.i.-.Ti. jifiMii'n 1111 ‘i‘Ut litiA I 1)0(11 11 cone IK (1 


IS 

they 

stride 


cu oy iier jjii ( SI V a ... - 

I bavo iast ,v,-, iv.sl ra.,:, i.im’savs that‘'tho T..kai' .ais'b l.'avol«-u .voonnbal 

bv Uu'.'.iH'i.iu-ol' Irailo last [uit.iuiii at Aa'i'; millbut (bo .o]|oaUd l.i uios ,.i 
n'llslno llioui i,v iionorlossthivalsaiul by blookail.- b-i.'o inauollioiu iiiou, mptuous 

Ibau O.O.M.I' HgpliaH aull.orllje . ^ tto immoiUate 

Mr. U vide, a num-liant ol biiakiu, li.!-. aim uim y a o u.r 

op.ming of 'irad.', :md slating that Tokar i'. furtlun t.ian ever ^f^^md-ie 

hloekaele, and that, in the meauAvhih', ilc' f d. 1 sullevers :uv th. mcicnants of buaki 
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■vvIiiU' Im. . Illy gainers from all the money spent and tronlde takt'n by England are the 
Jeddah si a e-dealers, nho get good prices for llie cargoes they smuggle into the country 
after eluding tin* blockade. 

Ano;litT, and it appears to me yi t stronger, reason in favour of the immediate 
opening o! irade is furnished 1)_\ tin' policy {>f the' Italians on tlii'lied Sea Coast. 1 
am "’i'le ’ 1 > understand that ilan li:iv(' non largidy su])sidixe(l the Sheikh of the Beui- 
Amers, in n horn Colonel Kiicluan'r has ndiivl for ludp in the sahjugation of Tokar. 
Tlu'y lane also invited the Ilabbahs to open a maiki't at llarat 'I'aklai, and oiler, 
if necessain, to condense nater there. 

The eib'ct of this step nill be to opmi tlie road to Kassala, and to draw the trade 
from that district to llarat, nliile it is more than probable that if tlie blockade of 
Trinkitat and Agig is eontinned trade vdtli'fokar would ^er\ soon Ik* estaldislual and 
would become an Italian monopoly, to the dctrinn'ut of Suakin and to the ])ermuneni 
loss of tlie llg)ptian merchants, for once a e:n\'uan road is oslaldishi d In-tweeii T'okar 
and Karat it is possible that the iisv opening of I’-adc' from Siiakin nouhl not alti-r the 
comsc to vbicb the d'okar Arabs bad grown aeenstomed. 

It lias also been reported to me, by J1 (t IMajesty’s Consul at Suakin, that an 
Italian ship lias reecntly been snv\e; iiig Agig Harbour, and that, from wbat ho can 
gather, he eonsiders it very probable that Ihe Italians will before long }uess strongly 
for the extension of tboir imisdietion to that place, H is bardly necessary for me to 
point out lo jour Lordship th.at a market, opem d undei- llaliau auspiees in Agig, 
would obtain all tlu' < otton, grain, and cattle wbieli ean be produced bj the Tokar 
district and Ibe norllnu'n Beni-Ann'rs ; T'okar trade would tlien be lost to Suakin, and, 
moreover, should trade with Korbor revive, a great prrt of It would a\oid Suakin and 
pass to and froni Agig. 

I am induei'd l)j llu se eonsiih uo e m,- , ^^i.>iMdl\ tc uhmit to jour Loidship that 
a fair trial has been gi>('n to th ]''.dey nf udnei.,g 'I'okar and it-, neighbourhood 
to submission b\ d (> nude*,'"’ ' ] loekade, that this poiicj lias faih'd 

to attain its obji'et, but lias, on llie e^)utl'al'^^, eausial great ('xpensc to both Her 
Majestjd and the Egyptian Chnornnients, and inliieled serious loss(>s on the Suakin 
merehanls. and that tlu' time i-, now eonie when a ehange of policy luaj with advantage 
be adopted. 

J Aenturo, tlierofori', to iiige that instructions should, w itlaml further dtlaj, 
be given to Colonel Kifebener l^ir tlu renioial of tlu' blockade, for the opening of 
trade with 'I’okar and the stirronuding districts, and for the estiihlishiucnl of uiarkets 
at Agig 01 'a! j other ph'cos which he ntaj judtt ■' suitaMe !'or the cncoiii'agc'Uieat 
of commerce. 

It is important that, if trade is to he ’coptaieil, a decision slionld become to before 
the end of the hot w(Either. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) a. IT. POETAL. 


No. 30. 


The I'j' 1/ !<j Mi. Poilttl. 

(No. 203.) 

Sir, FoieUjn 0//Ict’, Scjilonher 1, 1887. 

I HAVE received jour di'spatidi No. 119 of llie 17tb ultimo, and its iuelosurcs, 
Tcporting ibe representations A\l'ieli jcu huA'' nuuh lo Ibe Egjptiau Coveriimeut 
xespeeiing the amended draft Decree lor the p; iti d .dioHlionof the coin ee, and slating 
that the draft lias now been aceeph d lij lie Eg;, i' t:, > > ument, uud subuiitled by 
them to the IVmers for their eoueurrenee. 

The course wbieb you have taken in this matter, and the terras of your nob' lo 
Tigranc Pasha of the 12th instant, are entirely approved bj Hc-r Hajesty’s Goveruraent. 

I am, Ae. 

(Signed) SALISBUEY. 
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No. 37. 

The Marquis of iSalisburu to Mr. Portal. 

(No. 123.) 

(T’elegra])bie.) Foreign Office, September 2, 1887, 2 r.M. 

YOUlbS No. 198. 

You inny jinj evpenses of Zebidir and suite to (\riro. 


No. 38. 

^fr. F. Fo.i to the iMar(iui\ of Sali'.hin i/.—-(Peceired Peptemhei th) 

My Lord, 8, Queen ^hiue\ Gale, IVe J JnynsV 31, 18R7. 

1 HAl'E the bonniiv lo [''.'■knowledge' llu' receipt of Sir l”dlieis Taster’s letter of 
the 18th instant, in vt'plj to my letb'r of the lOtli inJant, resjieeting the dispatch of 
cotton-si'cd to I'l'inkitat, :md the opening of tin 'fob c Di'lta to trade. 

J diilj note the eoni 'nt - o'‘ ^\r \'illiers L-i ■ "s letter, aii'l tli'ii it states, “Hei 
Majestj’s Agi lit and Cn s,\I-C'uei'at in Egj’-jit has ti'h'graj'hi d Ibit it would be 
impossilile liihh'r ('xisliug vi''g'ilations to carry out your projios.vl foi- Hk' distrdmtioii 
of cotton-ses'd to -onv' of the !l nh'iidowa Slii'ililis, :is Trinkitat is strietlj' bloekadenl. 

“It appi'iivs that the' ’,ihabit;in1s of I’okar, witli reinforcements from Kassala, 
rceimtly altaeked die fr.u'nll^N \r'l)s, ii'i! w'ithsi Hiding that cottim-sci'd has boon 
already ju'om' e'l tlu'i.i by Colonel ICilehemr in the I'M'ut of their rimaining ipiiet.” 

In replj, 1 'm,j remnrk oiir eorrespondenis at Suakin lia\e for some time jiast 
warm'd iis that if the “ [rieiidly .\r<il)s ” wen' si'tit \>> l'ok:ir 1 !h' vi'-nlt would be to 
creati' a hostil" and iiniti'd (''Unliiiialion of llu' lladendowa tribes, and that most 
serious and dis'istvoiis eooseqrenees wmild jwoh'ihlj aiDi' from tlie eoi'i’eivc lino of 
poliej' wliieh has lieen carried out during the jiresi'nl yi ar. 

Eov it must 1)(' borin' in mind that tlie “ IVii'iidlii's ” refi'rred to by Colonel 
ivitcln'in'r mostly belong to Ih" Vmar.ir tribes, and :ire Vvulis in tlie employ of 
Mobamed .Vli Bey, tin' Cliii'f of (lie “ frii'ndiii's” at Suakin. 

Till' lludcndowas iiaturallj greatlj di'sjiisi' and bate tlii'se “frii'iidlies ” on 
account of the part (lii'y b.'ite taken a'giiiisf (liem lii'fori' and during tlia vcoent war. 

The Hadendowiis an' determini'd not to submit again to the yoke of Egypt, and 
in this iletermination they have om sjinpiilhj : tlierefoie, s(; long as the “Irieiidlies” 
hold possession of sonic portion of their fertile lands in the Tokar Delta, they (tin' 
Iladeiidow.as) liavi' a good and just (‘aiise for maintaining and vi'iieuing liostilitii's. 

Should active hostilities ;ig;iin Inetk out, which thi'i'i' is e\er\’ reason to fear maj 
1)0 the ease on aeeoiml ot the policy now being enforced (for the Ihidendowas consider 
tbi'attempt to take 'I'ok.ar bj tin' “ friendlies ” as a policy of reconquest), tlieri' is some 
probability tliat tin' (Joiernment aiilliorities at Suakin may be again involved in 
aiiotber sangninnrj and eosllj war. 

It w'as generally supposed In most of us in England that the Soudan bad been 
ahamloned by Egjjit. If so, tlieii why !'■' Colonel Kitehi'iier ombavkiiig upon a jioliey 
of ri'eonqucst instead of adopting a polii j of jineifieatimi ? 

T'he main obj>'et of my \ isit to Suakin in March last wais lo aseertaiu the best wmy 
and menus of earrjing out a jioliev of ])!ieirieation by ojieniiig up the eoniitry to trade 
and amelioiTdiAe inllueiiev' 

'I’lie nuMsiires reeentlj' uinlevt'd^i n to form a Soudan Comjianj are I'm' the purpose 
of de\elo])ing frii'iullj and eommerei.d ii'hiti ns with the sarioiis Sondaiiese tribes, 
cs[K'eiallj witli tlioseof tl.i' Ihidendowas al 'rnkavand K'lssahi,and with the Ecui Amer 
and llabhab tribes between Suakin -ii'1 Bis 11 irb (the Italian Eastern Soudan 
boundary-line), so that eonlHlenee might be ^ edablish.'d betwei'ii these peoplo 
of Eastern Soudan and British tradeis. 

As tho Governor-General of Suakin is at presi'ut very naturally view el by the 
Hadendowus as the llepvesentative of the Egjjitian GoA'ernmi'ut, and as such is 
gmitlj distrusted by tlu'iu, it ean hardly he expected that tlie lladendowas at Tokar 
would Im' Avilling to accept Colonel Kitchener’s oiler of cotton-seed. 

But 1 am advised by our agents at Suakin that tho lladendowas wdll gladly 
couelude terms of jieaee and trade with the re]nesi ntatives of Brit'sh tiaders in wTiorn 
they luu e eoutidenee. 

Tho policy of paeitieatiou of tho Easti'rn Soudan, as opposed to the ])oliey of 
coercion now heihg carrii ' is nnaniiuouslj approved by tlio perinau'nt resident. 
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members of the British community and otliers most qnalifiod to incite at Suakin as 
jrell as by many at Cairo, and if the facts arc clearly put before tlieni, I believe that 

tile iipio of aSStair ““pj”-* of 

Since the dispatch of my last letter to your Lordship T am in receipt of 
Suakin wliich fully justifies the course of action we^iavo 
taken, and entirely confirms the opinions and views ivhicli we Lave felt it our duty to 
'r iioticc of the authorities at ihe foreign Ofiie<> from time to tLe 
during tlic past twelve months. 

A gentleman who has been for the last twclv(> years engaged in business at 
uakin and Jeddah seiids mo the following eoinmuiiication conei'ruing tlie prcsenf 
\erj unsatisfactory position of affairs in the Eastern Soudan, lie writes •— ^ 

" Up August, date of last advice from Suakin, from reliable sources 

appears that the political state of affairs is unchanged, or perhaps a little wnrsc than 

I was ; prohibition of trade, and Tokar to lie taken, is still the only policy, althomd. 

inn 'T’' the Ilabbab Slunkhs, the head one to the tune of 

100 JSapoleons, and forty others at 10 dollars, per month. Tin* Italians liave told tlu' 
tribes to open a market at Kara!, about dO miles from Agig, and iiroiiiised them 
piotwtion and condensing ships. By this they will have the trade of all the llahhab 
and Bern Amer tribes, and also Avill he able to open up the Kassala trade, as then' is 
a much better road, avcII watered, from llarat to Ivassala, than there is from eitlun- 
Massownh or Suakin. All Italian produce to be allowed in free of thiiy, while all 

borforsS ctfjnjr*' nrairnfakures, and 

II ” Umt in Colonel Ivitclioucr’s Government the Italians oiil\ are to be 

uatives, and that customs dues due to Egypt are not 

. Iladcndowa Sheikhs have sent In and told Colonel Kitchener that they cairn* 
hoping for peace, hut as they fiud the GoveruuK'nt onh want them to fight against 
a^nd Tokm^ pi't'for to join the Mahdi, and have scut deputations to Khartoum, Kassala, 

, f i the weli-kiiow 11 slave-dealer, is permitted to have the monopoly 

ol trade at Lowe.iah and Darah, and can scud anything ho chooses, wliILst otliers have 
o present letitious, which, if granted, are eoii'/ulcrahl,! cut down as loiiuautity .and 
every olistach* thrown in their ua> ; in addition, Chiuuwio Iley is alluw(«,l anythim- lie 
1 OS ilul\ Iroe lor use at tlm salt mines ivhieh he has routed from the GovomnienI • 
iu'se are werkod 1)^1 slay* labour, and there is no doubt he eau iind frequent oppor’ 
uiiities to send '’hives to .Icddali lor sale; ami food and piece-goods &e., iiomiualh 
proL^°^'^ ***'^'°^ ^ fivoph', his employes, an* sold to tin* ual ives at a liaiidsoiue 

■ 1 !• 'Suakin Colonel Kiteheuer undertook to take Tokar witli ili - 

aid (d the Iriendlics ; ho is uo nearer his object now than lie was tluai, aiul without . 
much larger lorei* than ho has at liis command it would be impossible for him to maKe 
any senous attempt to lyeoiiquer the coimtri, which lias already been abaiidoued b’ 
'‘»ypi* d’l tact, I fail to -ice oii wliat groimds he bases his poliej of Imr.issiio' mui 
aggravating the nutiies, by making frequent raids ou lliom, althoiigli iieaccablv settled 
m their owm eonnuy, ami carrying o/ftlicir cattle, ami prevouliim., I,oju from /cceiiin/ 
supplies oi provisions and piece-goods. Eor somo lime past the tribes Jiave bee,' 
senamg m depiitalions, and bale expressed tbemsehes to be most anxious to come 
Ineudly terms AVitli the Govermnent In umb'ilaklag to guarantee the safidy of the 
roads ami o))eu up the eoiiutry to trade, if proliibilion were taken oil against suinilA iie- 
uieiu witli necessaries. Ibe blockade of the ports priweats inercbants residim» at 
buakm doing auy business, in eonscqui'iiee of wliieb the slave-dealers rim largo carmies 
ol gram, piece-goods, &c., from Jeddah, and make a A’ery large jirollf on t heir vcntim's, 
m sjnto ol some ol the boats beiug seized, and the boats, after diseliav 4 ing, load slaii 
lor Jt Idah. The Slaw* Trade has neier been in a more llourisbim^ eombtimi than •' 
present. 

n All boats si'Ized w itb eontrabaml goods lor tlie so-called rebi'ls an I'omlcmued by 
Colonel Kitcbeiim, whose iiicouK* is largely incveasi'd by bis sliarc of iirize-mouey. 

“ About the end of April Colonel Kitehoner, aecoiujianicd by about 250 Amarars. 
went to Trmkital in the Govenimout steamers ‘ JalTerieh ’ and * Ajcnii.’ (Jn arrival 

tin* natiAcs wi're sent in the direction of Tcb lo make a raid on Ihe people, wdio aa'ci-o 
peaeelully loeulrd in their oa\ii territory, and succeeded iii eaiitiiriug Ihirty-fivccamels” 
Ihey were then ordered to lo Toleu' This l],, v lefu.ed to do, unless Ic- 



accompanied them, as the;, i ,, ,, M 1. * e.-rirdu deat’i for all Aidio 

were taken fighting against Toku". Culumi Lilehener w.is (‘ur igcd ct their ri'fusing to 
comply with his uur‘'asoaal)le 'eqtc'st, ami tlneaLoiu'd lo 1 a. ■ lb su ;d I’riukitat, but 
he eventually scut tln'in back to Suakin in the ‘ Ajcmi.’ 

“The dhoAV and cargo captured by lli'r IMajosty’s ship '^Vlbm >;e' wee , slimatod 
to be Avortli about G,000 dollars. These Colonel Kitchener olh'rod to gi't out of the 
hands of the English and give tliem to Said Ahou Patma, if be a\ouM mb'* Tokar, to 
which proposal the reply scut was that the Said Ahou Patma had bei ndccciw'd before, 
and therefore could not jint any tiaist iu promise-, made by Colonel Jviteheiier.” 

In conclusion, 1 Avould venture to remind your Loialsbi]) that tin* present 
expenditure in couueetioii with the costs of the Government of Suakin and the Red 
Sea Littoral is, I hclicve, about 100,()00k per annum, of aaIu’cIi sum the British 
Government contributes 58,000/. a-year, ami the balance is proA bled by the Egyptian 
Government. 

If the policy of paclilcalion wane adopted .md properly cam-d out by nn'U of 
experienci' and wmll acquainted Avitb the people of Soudan, lam aihised by local and 
other authoritii's, haviiig an exieiisivcknowdedgc of tin* Soudan, that good g-overnment, 
order, and peace can be maintained at Suakin, tlie Eg\ptlaii Soudan."bed Sea Littoral, 
ami lia^tcni Soudau for less than half the amount the admiuistratioa of the ])res(*ut 
policy is now cos ling; ami that the Egyptian Budgets can li" entireh rclicA'cd from 
rurlber lial)ilil> iu connection Avith the cost-, of governing thi* Eastern Soudan, 
provided the British Government Avill contribute, insti'ad of 58,000/. ns at present, 
about J5,000/. per auiuim for a limited jieriod, or until such time es llie ri'ceipts from 
Custom-, arc suJTicieut to coAmr costs. 

I have, &c. 

(Por proposed Soudau Company), 

(Signed) PRAKCib W^SL POX. 


No. 39. 

The Mar(juis of Salishuri/ to Mr. Portal. 

(No. 124) 

(Telegraphic.) . Foreujn Office, Peptemhn 9, I'op.ai. 

CAN you give estimate of cost of return of Abyssinian to hiv eounfry by himself 
or Avith guide if necessary ? 


No. 10. 

J/r. Poilal lo the Maninin of Saliobun/.—illeietied iSepIcmbei 5, 11 \.\i.) 

(No. 201.) 

(Tolegra]ibic,) Cairo, l:ieiiteiiibei 5, 1SST, 10‘.‘)5 i.m. 

YOPR telegram No. 121. 

Brnni’s joui-ni'y from Siu'z to IMassowali Avill cost about 12/.; from thi'iiee Avith 
guide to about SO.v. a-day to wherever his destination may he; init lie must got 
permission from Italian Gi'ueral for si'lf ,in(l guide. 1 should advise his Avaiting tili 
Italian difficulties arc settlcil. 


No. n. 

-Ui. Portal lo Ihe .\[ar(jms of Stdisbiirtj.—[Received September 6, -1'50 r.M.) 

(No. 205.) 

(Tclcgrapliic.) Cairo, September (5, 1887. 

MY despatch No. 1,25. 

Another messenger has arrived at Wady Haifa witli a lett.'r fomi Lupton to his 
brother Malcolm, urgently heggbig him to send further sum of 20')/. by bearer, Avhom 
be describes us most trustworlliy. better is, without doubt, gi'iiui’ie. T proposii t(» 
have sum given to messenger at once. AVill vour liordsbip ask if the brotlier Aiill 
[582] " I 
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Tcpay it? No steps ■s\ill be taken, and messeugca- will be detained, until receipt of 
your Lordship’s reply. 

Sir P. Stepbensou agrees in this course. 

Early answer desirable. . 


No. 12. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisburi/,—{Received hij teleyraph, September G.) 

(No. 4t'(). Ext. 205.) 

My Lord, Cairo, SeptPhiber 0,1S87. 

"Wri'll rercreuee to my despatch No. 125 of the 2nrd ultiino, I have tlie honour to 
report that anotln'v Arab messenger has arrived at Wady Haifa, bearing a letlev from 
Lupton Bey to bisbrotber, am! one from an Austrian priest named fliiiseppe OUrwaldcr 
to the Il('ad of the Eoman Catholic ittission in Egypt. Ilotli of thes(' l('tt(M's cue.lain little 
else beyond urgent appeals for moinw, that from Lu])ton Bey iin])loring' bis brother 
Malcolm, whom h(' apjnxrently bi'lie\es to I)e in ibis country, to semi liitu 200/. by the 
bearer of the letter, wlio is dcscriln'd l)o(h by Lupton Bey and by Obrwakb'r as being 
a friend and tborougbly trustworthy. 

Your Lordsliip Avill rmnember that the last mcsseng( r from Khartoum who 
arrived at B'ady Haifa was tlie bearer of a bill or draft fron laipton Ikw diaun on his 
brother, or on l\Ir. T. B. llearne, for 200/, in ])aymeiit for moneys reer'ixed by him ; on 
tiiat oeca'^ion I felt justified in asking Hu' Egyptian Government to pay this amount 
to the bearer, in whose fat our the bill A\as drawn, and to try to reeoxer the amount 
from IHr. iMalcolni Lupton later. 

Tlu' case which now presemts itsidf is somewhat dillVrent, ami T Imve not thought 
it right to ask the Egyptian Goserument to ])ay a further .sum of 200/. to tliis .second 
messenger, who is tlie bearer of a simple lett('r asking for money, hut ('ontaining 
no draft or cheque. I have tlnn-efore xamtured to ask your Lordship, by telegraph, to 
be so cood as to ascertain whether IMr. Halcolni liupton is ])V<'par('d to aecedr* to this 
second and urgent appeal from his brother. If his answer is in tin* ailirmativc, 1 
proi)ose that, in ordiw to oi\e time, the sum in (jue.stion sh.ould Ik' at once paid to 
the mi'sst'iiger out of tin* money placed at the disposal of tIn'General connnamling 
il('r Majesty’s troops in Lgy]'t for obtaining the lilx'ration of Liq)ton Bey. 
iMr. 'Malcolm Lupton would tlnm laqiay the money into that fund. General Sir 
E. Stephemson agrees in the ])ro]n)sed comse. 

[ may add that there can In.' no doubt that the lett('iN lioth from Lupton Bey and 
from Father Ohrwalder are gi'uuine. 

J'iven if iMr. iMalcolm Jmpton is unahle to accede to Ids hrothei’s pia}er, i would 
urg(' that tin' money should he paid to the niessi'uger. as it is cmly by the posses'.ion of 
funds that (jupton can hope to effect an escajic. 

1 have, (Nc. 

(Signed) (L IT. POHTAI-. 


No. 43. 

77.C Maiqui.s oj Sahf^bun/ lo Mr. Portal, 

(No. 120.) 

(Telegraphic.) Fiirei(/n Ofiev, Septnuber 9, 1887, 7 r.Jl. 

\ OtJJl telegram No. 2(t5. 

'i no money for Lupton Be^\ shoidd he given to the mosi’iiger. His brother 
will ri'iiay it if necessary, but considers that the Lgyptiau Government are bound to 
do so, as Lupton Bey is their (dlieer, and they owe him largo sums of niouey for 
salary. 
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No. 11. 

Voreirjn Office to Board of Trade. 

8ir, ^ Foreign Office, September 10, 1887. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit to you herewith, to be 
laid before the Board of 'trade, a printed copy f)i the Beport on tin' State railways of 
Llgypt, drawn iqi liy Nlnjor iMarindin and Mr. Earrer, w'hos(> servicr's A\ere recently 
placed at the dispiosul of Iht' Egyptian Government by tlu' Board of Trade for that 
purpose. 

I am to request that you will be good ('iiough to inform me bow many copies of 
this Beport will bi' required for the use of your Ht'parlnu'ut. 

Lord Salisbury will be glad to b(' favoured with any ohsi'vvatious or recomnnmda- 
tions which ina} In- suggesti'd to tin' Lorb of the Committee of ih'i\y Council for 
Trade by the perusal of this paper. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) .1 ELIAN PAUNCEEOTE. 


No. 15, 

li ar Office lo Foreign Office.—{Received September 14.) 

Sir, War Office, Sepfendnr 1 1, ls87. 

1 AM (lireeted b_\ tlie Seemtaiy t)f Sl.iti' for M'ar to forward to yni, for the 
considei'alinn of 1 lie )ihu'{pii^ of Salisbury, the inclosed drafi hdter addressed to the 
General Ollicer <'(>nu.landing Her .Maji'sty's. force, in EgypL and to n qui'st that you 
will ht'good ('uongh tii stall' whetber it meets Avith his Lordship’s cimcurrcnci'. 

I am to add that iMi. Si'cisdary Stanhope has wiitti'u pi'i\ati'l\ to General 
Sir L. C. -V. Sti plums'in as to his v illuhrawal aiul tl.i' rediudiou of tin' Stall, which w’ill 
ill fullin' consist as follows 

One 41i)jor-( ii'iu nil. 

One Coloiici DM ihe Stnif at Ale\nndria. 

Ojk' Usistaiit Adjnlaiit- and 0":'i'te) masli'i'-t h'neral. 

One J’roAosl ylavshal. 

One Aiile-de-eanip to llii' General Olliei'i' eonnnanding. 

One Staif C.aptain, Military I’olii-e. 

Ono Stall Ini'iiten.ant tAssislant I’roNosi M-ovlnl'. 

One Garrison Insirnelor. 

I liave, Ac. 

(Signed) HALlM! '1 llO.'l !'S()N. 


luclosiire in No. !5. 

l\ ar Olfice lo Ihe Gciicrtd Officer vommandiug hi Kgppl. 

Sij‘, b’n/' OJJiiL, Seplimber , 1887. 

T AM dirceteil by Ibi' Secretary of Stati' foi' AYar to inform yon that Ib'r 
Majesty’s Government, li.LA ing regard to ibe state of alfairs in lJj)[)er Egypt and the 
Soudan, are of ojiinion that tin' lime has come when a further reduction of the Biatish 
forci' ill Egypt may'taki' placi', and ihe ioree he relie\ed id' its I'xisling duties in 
coiHU'etion with the frontier. 

Stc[)s should accordingly In' taks'n ns larly as possible to bring away the remaining 
troops quarteri'd ;it Xssounn. and. if necessary, to .strengthen the force of Egyptian 
troojKs at that station. 

Tin' British forci' in Lower Egypt Avill be reduced to the following strength :— 

3 battalions of infantry. 

1 squadron of cavalry. 

1 battery of Boyul Artillery at home strength. 

1 garrison eomiiaiiy. Royal Engineers. 

70 men, Military Boliee. 

I (10 men. Commissariat and 'Transport Corps. 

85 men. Ordnance Store Coiqis 
1 i Irdiianee aidilii'er. 

11 , Tledieal S( ilf Cor])s. 
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The total force ^111 thus be reduced to about 3,r.00 1 ‘d Cairo and 

Alexandria. u, •- i .ucntal establishmt'nls 

^c'a..,l..t.ovc.l,omo n.l.. IVoiu 1!„ 

'““\tMltio,,lu£svl.tumd-,li-a, Ml,. al.,.M.-i,innod |»-,.k,a, Ir fin' ^nm.' 

.. st.to r„r dv,. j 

result ill otl.<;v ilTCct,oil-, I'""' ;‘T* ‘ ..J,,, ' hired fi.r Huu.i.i..d suldin . 

should he u.von, m ;iU „od»t ion hi hurruehs trom lie 

.. -.. 

expenses. in Iv' nla-'i'd on a peace toDtiiiiA', exe('])t iu 

-died lor. j 


No. -IG. 

.Uhnlijllij to Foreign OJicc.—iReceimI Septeniher 15.) 

Ad mil (lit II, Fli’iileinber 13, lfiS7. 

''■■■ IN refereilee ,u.u,. letter of the 2Ttli ullhiui 

" Keliort ot tlic I'rueeu,lines ol the So'|^eui:iviu I ' > ” ^ Stewart,” vererre.l 

:2?Su:.,;i:d;;;i£^;dS 

Admiralty lettia- of the 3-.>ud ult imo. ^ 

(Si-nedV ' bl. M. rUiMltOSE, pro Sec. 


laehisuit ill No. IG. 

lleliunut. 

President:—IVTaior MeMvmlo. , 

■Members :—Major Cotton, and throe nulne h-'\ptian olb 

The prisoner is ehar--rd n itb— 

fl ) Murder of Lieutenant \A . (.. Mevvarl, I..N. 

(2.) Leiiui' on spot whim nuivder was coninntted. 

(3.) Iteini' accessory belore ile' tact. 

(1.') lleino,' aceiNSorv altf'r tic ' ■< t. 

(.-).) Slave-trading'. 

((1.) Uesistinc: aiithorit\ ol ( Ionc citoii'. 

(7.) llvading uuthoril> '* * 
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Tic Court round tic pvisonev not giillty of charges No^. 1, 2, and 3, but guilty of 
Nos, 1, T), and t», and - < • i i> him to be iiupri'ufnii'd with Inrd labour for six years and 
to receive fifty ladies. 

(Signed) A. McMUE'DO, President. 

Confirmed: 

(Signed) II. n. KiTcnENEU. 

T’rue copy : 

(Signed) S. Gordon, A.D.C. 


2 . I’or tin ti'i. i 1 M mallim, s\inbarab, ^fusaad, Said, Salnnab, Tadlallab, Alobaralc, 

and Sehain, charged with— 

(].) Being concerned in the murder of Lieutenant IrY. G. Stewart, II.N. 

(2.) Acet'ssory before tlu' fact. 

(3.) Accessory after the fact. 

(4.; Slave-trading. 

(5.) Pu'sisting authority of Governmorit. 

T'bc Court find, prisoners not gnUty of charges Nos. 1 and 2, but guilty of Nos 3, 
4, and 5, and sentence them as follows:— 

Fadlallab: two vt'arf impviwunnent, with bard labour, and lilt} lashes. 

IMnsalliin . thf's y ars’ imprisonment, with bard labour, and twenty-Ji\e lasln '■ 
Ambaiab : three y'.us’ impris mnicnt, with bard labour, and lit ty lashes. 

■Musaad . fr-' hear-,’ Iinprinnuncnt, wiili bard labour, and fifty lasbC'.. 

Sai: e. b : Mu‘( ' yi'iirs’ iinprls''innenl, with, bard labt'ur, and fifty lashes. 

Said; tbu'c yvirf imprisonment, with bard labour, and fifty laslu's. 
i^^obar. b ami .s liai i each si\ moot In, without bard labour. 

(Signeil) A. ^TciMITIlIIO, President, 

Confirnn'd. I remit tlu' impri^omnent ot six month', on iMobarak and Sidiain. 
(Signed) If. If. Ki If HI XMi, t/orenior-Gr/im//, 

Tru(> cojiy ; 

(Signed) ' \V S. Gordon, J.yd.C. 


'fo the Senior 2hival Gllicer, Red Siai Division, 

Comniandf'r ]i. R. Bradford, 11.31.S. “ Gannet,” Suakin. ^ . 

Till' foregoing is a trui' copy of cstraet i'rom the jiroceedings ol an hgyptiau 
court-martial hchl at Suakin, Ith, otli, and fith July, Ibbi, to try cm'tain Iletaiina 
Arabs simiieclcd of comjilieity i.i the niur,le'' of Dieuteuaiit \\ . G. Stewart, R.N., Rer 
tMajestv’s shiii " Ganni't.” 

(Scal.j (Signed) U. A. CAIMERON, 

Her Majesty’s Consul. 

Suukin, .July h, 


No. 17. 

Ml. Piiiliil III the Miiniiu'- lit' S ,hJ, III n. —(Received September !'.).) 

(No. lit).) 

Mv Lord Cairo, September 11, 1887. 

Wrril riTerenee to my despatch No. U-5 of the 4th instant, on the subject of the 
unusual rise of the Nile, and of the dangivs caused thereby, I havf' the honour to 
inclose herewith copy of a Decree wdiieh has been published in the “ Journal OlTiciel 
of last night, giving power to the Governors of provinces to requisition the services of 
every able-bodi('d inhabitant of his district to assist in averting any threatened danger 
of inundation. Any jiersou refusing to obey this summons, or priwimting others from 
doing so, is liable to an imprisonment of twenty days to three mouths, or to a fine of 
from Ik to 10/. 

No very serious damage has yet been caused by the excessive flood, although con- 
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sidorable inconveuicneo is experienced in some districts wlicro villages are flooded, and 
it is hoped that iu a few more days the river will begin to fall. 

I have, &c- 

(Signed) G. II. POSTAL. 


Inclosurc iu No. 47. 

l\x tract from the “Journal Officiel” of ^September 10 , 1887 . 


De'cret. 

NOUS, Khedive d’Kgyptc, 

Suv la ju'oposit ion de nos iMinistres de rintcrieur (d d('S Travaux Puhlies ct Tavis 
conforme do notro Coiiseil des iMiuistres; 

Le Couscil Legislatif ontendu, 

Lecretons; 

Article 1. Uis quo la erne du Nil aura attcint la hantc\ir de vingt-quatre pics an 
nilonu'-tre du Cairo, toutc pcrsoniic apte an travail jiar ellc-uiomc pourra dtre requise 
par Ics Moudirs ct Gouvernours, a IV'lTct de coneourir aiix travaux do defense centre 
I’inondatioii dans la locality qui presentorait un danger, a la condition quo la requi¬ 
sition des pcrsnnnes soit faite dans los localites les plus procla's du point nuaiace. 

Art. 2. Dans le oas oii un IMoudir ou Gouverneur jugenait quo la cruo du Nil, sans 
avoir atteint la hauteur precitee, presente un danger imminent dans rune des loealitds 
de la iMoudirieh ou du Gouvernorat, il pourra excrcer le meme droit do vequi^il ion quo 
dcssus, i\ charge par lui do demander la sanction do la inesuu' a notre iSlinistrc des 
Travaux Publics dans los vingt-quatre heures de la requisition, mais eello-ei aura son 
effet immediat jusqu’a ordre contrairc. 

Art. 3. Toutc personne qui rofusorait son coneours dans les cas d(' rcqiusition 
prevLis aux Articles qvn prcci’diuit, ''Ora ])unio d’un ouqirisonneiucnt d(' ^ingt jours a 
trois mois ou d’une aiiumdo de 100 ii 1,000 piastres. 

La ineiuo peine sera applicpu'e a ((uieompu' em|)eeherait mu' personne recpiise de 
jireter son ooueours. 

Ivt. t. Les penalites edietces dans I’Artielt' precedent seront pi'ounnee('s par une 
Ctjinmission pvesiflee par le lloudir ou son Vekil et eom|)osee de d('n\ Onuh'lis, du 
llaniouv, (III llarka/.. ou du Na/ir-Kisin, el (h' h I nge'nieur-en-ehef de la Aloudirieli ou de 
son Dclegiie 

Dans les (iou\ ('riujrats, la Commission sera piesidee pai le G'ouvc'rneur ou son 
W'-kil ('t ei)Ui])os('e d('d'' iv NotnhU's ik' la ville et de ITnuenieui du Tanzini ou de son 
D('h'";iie 

lu's iiersonues euiidamni'es a I’empri^ounemeut pourroin .qipeler des 
(ieei , ,iis . . in ('oiuniissiou prc'vue a I’Artiele piveiklent jiar-dc'vant tuk' Commission 
qui si'va instituee uar notre lliuistre de rintcrieur, sous sa pivsidenei >e > iis ecdle du 
Sous-Seer(''taire d’Ltat du (lit Urqjartement. 

L’a)i])el de\i'a avoir lieu dans un dclai de cinq jours, a dater du [uononec des 
dticisious susdit('>, pour los Gous'crnorats ('t les lloudiriehs de la llassc-Kgypte et cellos 
de la Haute-I'gypte jus(|u’!i Assioul, I't dans un chdai de dix join's pour les Moudiriehs 
situdes au sud d’Assiout, 

Les lloudirs et Goiiverneurs sont ehargf's de rexc'eution des (l('''eisu)ns (U'linitiv(?s 
rendues par les Commissions des Moudiriehs et des Gouvernorats ou par la Commission 
du Miuisti'^ri' de I’lntdriour. 

Art, 0. Nos Miuistri's de rintin'icur et des Travaux Publics son! eliarg(3s, chaeun 
on ec qui le concorno, dt* I’exijcution du prijsent Dd'crct. 

Pait a\i Palais de llas-el-Tin, le 21 Zilhedge, 1301 (9 Septc'mbu', 1887). 

(Signe) MKilLMET TEWITK. 

Par le Kln^dive: 

Le Ministre de ITnteriour, 

(Signe) MousT.vraA Peiimy. 

Le Ministre des Travaux Publics, 

(Signd) Abueb-IIauman Rouciidy. 
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No. IS. 

Ml. Portal to the Marquis of SalPhiinj.-- (Received September 19.) 

(No. 461.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 12, 1887. 

"WITH reference to your Lordship’s teh'gram No. 120 of tin' 9lh instant, I hav{i 
the honour to report that the sum of 300/. lias been gi\eTi to tlu' Arab A\bo brought 
the h'tteis from Khartoum I'cferred to in my despatch No. 140 of tlu' Oth instant. Of 
this sum, 200/. is tc be given to Lupton Ih'y, 50/. to the jiriest Giusiq'qie Ohsnakh'r, 
and th<‘ remaining 50/. is for the messenger himself, in ])ayment of his seiaices, mid to 
enconragi' him to gi^i* any as^.istanci' in bis ])oner to the prisoners at Khartoum. 

IVith regard to the ,50/. fo)' (llisuahh'r, 1 should explain that, in I'm narding bis 
letter to my Austrian colleague, for transmission to the ileail of the Itonian Catholic 
Mission here, I offi'red, in case it nas wislu'd to send mon(';\ to Khartoum, to cause 
instructions to be sent to the oiTieer commanding on the Eg} jiti; n Irontii r to pay over 
to th(' inessengi'i' out of the Egyptian Tuxasury Clu^st any sum that migbl be named, 
on the nndc'rstanding that the amount nould be refunded through me at Cairo. This 
ofh'r was accepted, and the 50/. for Patlu'r Obswahh'r has been paid in accordance 
with the wish ex])ress('d by the Catholic Mission. 

Th(' mcssengi'r will start for Kbartonm without delay. 

I have, (fee, 

(Signed) G. IT. PORTAL. 


No. 19. 

1/5. P.o li<l h) t'l anil I'. , . ’'nharij. — {P\“et'ived Si ptember ''*.) 

(No. 152.) 

My Lord, Cano, September 12, 1887. 

INT'LLLIG LNCE received from various sources, sonu' of ■which appear to be 
trustworthy, s('('ms to eonlinn the rumours which have for some time' been eiP'rcmt to 
llu'ofleet that there is eonsidi'rable disimion among the loaders of tlu* der\ ish move¬ 
ment in thi'Soudan. 'I'hese rej'orts are 'mw‘issuming a mo”''d'dniti'shape, and it 
has rec(>ut!} been stated by Nrah-. avrir'nu' in caravans, by dillerent routes, at Haifa, 
Korosko. and Dc'-awi, and eonlirun'd by a native uenth'mau iu Cairo of high autbority 
ill matters eouneeti'd wiib the Soudan, and in constant communication with tlu' 
Soudanese, that Abdalla'I’a’ashi, tlu' suec'essov to thi' lati' Mahdi, has been occupying 
himself A\itb eolleetiug id Ivliartoirii and Bc'rber all tlu'anus helougiug to bis followers 
of various tribes. 

OiK' informant further asserted that hi' himself mw thousands of ritli's a id other 
arms collected at Kbartouiu, and that Abdalla is having them all eareiully oiled and 
gri'ased, and then causing them to hi' tii'd togethi'r in bnudles and packed iu cloth or 
skins. He is also ri'jiorted to la' packing up all his gold, jewads. money, and other 
treasuvi's. 'fhis would look as if be uu'ant to remove tlu'in in camel-loads from 
Khartoum, and goes some way to confirm the assertion of tiu' high authority above 
mentioned to the I'll'eet that be has the best information that Alidalla inti'uds to 
leav(' Khartoum and to retreat to Gebel Ghi'ddec'r, A’.hich mountains, as your l/ordsliip 
may lemembev, formed the stronghold of tlu' late Tlalidi in 1S82, la'fori' the growth of 
his powi'v and the di'leat of Hicks Pasha enabled him to overrun the Soudan. 

It is added that the only Arabs who have not been compi'lled to give up their 
arms are those under TVahl-el-Ncjumi, who commands at Dongola, and the tribe of 
Eaggara Arabs, who have also apparently retained their Aveapons. IVhcre arms arc 
thus spoken of, it is presumably only tiro-arins that are meant, as it is hardly likely 
that the Arabs would give up or even be asked to part Avith their spears and 
shields. 

These reports, received from various sources, and yet confirmatory of each other, 
would seem to sIioav' that, A\dicthcr on account of fear of dissensions and internecine 
Avar among the various tribes, or simply because of the exhaustion caused by so many 
years of Avar and neglect of crops, Abdalla, the Khalifa, is rcally_ meditating a cessa¬ 
tion of hostilities as far as ho personally is concerned, and poss bly a retreat from 
Khartoum to the interior of Kordofan. ,, 

It should not, how ever, he supposed that the retirement of Abdalla himself from 
the scene of action wmuld necessarily, or even probably, be the precursor of 
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collap'-o of the (Icvvisli movcnieni, for unless some stops arc talcen with the crmcur- 
ronco of tlie English or Egyptian Oovermncnl to onc<mrt\go and consolidate Ihe 
numerous party—prohahly the large majority in the Soudan—who wish for jreacc and a 
restoration of trade, a new leader will infallihly arise ulios(' only chance of retaining 
his authority will he in an increased activit} of warlike preparations and in fresh 
efforts to stimulate the waning fanaticism of his followers. 

If, on the other hand, some attempt he made to seize this opportunity for effect ing 
a settlement of, at all events, the more northerly portion of the Soudan, if will probably 
he found—^aiid such is the opinion of men well competent to judge—that the mass of 
the inhahitants, utterly exhausted and reduced to misery hy the loug-eontiimed var, 
hy the absence of trade, and by the oppression of the d('rvishes, Avill gladly wcleome 
an} solufion whhdi uonld appear to give them ('v<'n the faintest hope of tranquillik 
and organized government. 

I have, (fcc. 

(Signed) G. II. PORI'ATi. 


Xo. 50. 

JVfir to Foicii/ii ()/Ji <. (Rn rlr/'<l inh'i V’l.) 

^'^ir. li’ar Office, iieptvuihci 21, 1*^87. 

1 A?.i (lii'ivted 1)} tlu' Secirl.ii^i .)! Sfale fnr IVar fu actiiialtit you, foi fhe 
informatiuii of Uu ^hucpiis of Salishur}, that th( (Jcneral Dnieer conimandiiig in 
Egypt has expressed an opinion, in reply to an in(piir\ from this Office, that it h still 
neco>sary to ndain the inilitaiy station at Port Said in readiness for pu'-sihle rcoccupa- 
tion at any time; and I am to requi'st that }ou uill he good enough to state A\hethcr 
the Maiapih of Salishitr} eoneurs in Ihi'- (jpinion. The military stoves now at Port 
S.'i'id e<insist of harraek tapupmeut for (100 men and equijtmeni for a hospital of fifty 
beds, and it is in regard to tlu' arrangcinent for the custody of tlic.se stores that the 
above question has been brought under eonskleration. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) II. G. EEEDES. 


No. 51. 

Fovehjn Office to Wm ()ffl<e. 

f^ir. Foreign Office, ><<jiternber 27, 1S87. 

1'' nqili tn SOU! lettei ol the 21sl instant, I am directi'd hy the Marquis of 
Sa!i'-hur\ to request that you will state to Her .\lajesty\ Scendary ol State for IVar 
that he concurs in the retention of the iui!itai\ station at Eort Suid, in accordance 
with tin- ^ iew expressed hy the General Otlicer commanding in Pgypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) d ELIAN PAENCLEOTE. 


.No. 52. 

lEar Office to Foreii/n Offiu’.—(Rereiied Sejitduhei .'lO.) 

Sir, |[ «/ Office, September 30,1887. 

IN reply to your letter of tlie 21st instant, transmitliag a draft of a despatch 
wdiicli the Marquis of Salishury proposes to address to Sir L. Paring on tlie suhject of 
the restrictions on trade Avitii Tokar and the surrounding ilistriet, I am directed hy the 
S(‘cretary of Stati' for IVar to acquaint you, for Ids Lordship’s informal ion, that 
he concurs in the terms of the proposed despatch. 

1 am, &c. 

(Si-ucdl II. G. DEEDES. 
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No. 53. 


(No. 280.) 

Foreign Office. Septeuiher ^0,'[ool. 

I HAVE had under my careful consideration Mr. Eortal’s despatch No. t'20ot the 
I7th xdtimo, in ivhich lie urges the expediency of openinu' tin' coast to tin' sontli of 
Suakin to trade Avithout furtlnn- di'lay. 

Mr. Portal’s arguments in Favour of ilus nuue appear to inc to ha\'c great weight, 
and I understand that thi'V ar<' in aecordanee Avith yoiu' oavu aucavs on the suhject. 

r should wish soil upon your leturn to Egypt to eommuniente at once Avith the 
E‘’‘A'ptiaii (loAi'i'iii u'et end witli Coloni'l Ivilehe'iev a^' M the steps to he taken for the 
remmal ofthe pri a at ic^tri-'lious on trade v, iP' Tokar and the surrounding districts, 
as it seems clear that nn ri“d 'ulvani ig” '"’i n iw he anticijiated Irom their con- 
tinuajico. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) S ALISEUIIY. 


The Marqtns of Salishunj to Sir E. Baring. 


No. 5 (. 

'tr. Portal Li tin ,',/(///ye/s ot SnJdtiUi g —[Riccii il Orln'no 1.) 

ilv Lo'ixh Cairo, September 18, 1887. 

!X order ti eountemet tlu' at uniisl uqiorts Ailiich, as mentioned in my despatch 
No. 115 of the Itli instant, are heing cireiilated hy the Preneh newspapers in this 
eounti'A) and wliiidi an* calculated to cause a panic among the natiA'CS I’ospi'cting the 
excessive rise of the Nile and tin' danu'evs of a disastrous inundation, the ineloscd 
Stalennmi Inu hm n puhlisheil ia veslevdqs’s “Journal Girieh'l ” Erom this notice 

A’our Tjordsha am' 11 p''reei\e tliat although th ' situation is uadouhledly seriinis, there 
*is no reasoi ’ that P'-' e\evis(' of incessant cave and watehrulnes-, a\ ill not hi 

sudleicul 1(1 .i\i I a)i\ daii_,ei o' serious l"ss to ilu' ealtiAaloi’s oi th' Delta In 
V])])vc h>\pt a o isi'derahh' amount of earn lias heen 'lestroyi'd. hut ludther tlw 
eotfo" Mor sugar crop lia’.e sa'’(>i<'(l ’llnae is no douhl, Iu'WI'aci', 'ant in eeitain 
dislriets of Upper Egypt there will !> - a good (h-al of distress among the adhheon 
whost' vilhigos hue hiv’i imuulated. as Hm mud huts, id’ whie’e tlu'si' \ ilhm('s_ au- 
composed, evumhle and nudt a\\a\ io tli" rising doni^ lila ie> in the son. soinetmn- 
imolving ill tlieir ruin tin' sheep, go.its, and othia imirail' wh'i shave tin hui with tlu 
iiroprietor and his wives and family. _ 

A suhscription ha . hemi iqumed at the iuitialivi' of His lliglmess Pie KlKxliAe loi 

the relief (d' the suHei'ers 

1 'll i\ e, iNe. 

(Signed) G. U. PORTAL. 


1 nelosure in No. 5 1 

I'diiact lioiii till " Joiii iial lel of Seinriiitna I/. IS'i 
Nlixulii’i Ill's Tkwaix Pinnies. 

A’o/e .s/o la ('rue i/u A//. 

Les d(*ruii‘res entes du Nil sont les siiiA'anli's . 
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La plus Juiuli,' cotc' (pii' le ]S"il ait atteint cottc annec ctait u AYadi-TTalfa dc 
!) iiuiliiu. u5 centim. lo 30 itout, et ii Assouan do 17 pics 21 Livats lo 1" Scptcmbre. 

Eu 1871, opoque ou la cruo ressciiiblait a colic do cottc aundc, on ce sens qu’clle 
c'tait aussi prdcooc, lo Ail altdq'uit a Assouan sa plus bantc cote; 18 pics 1- birats le 
5 8ep( ombre, date a laquollc ctjmmonoa unc lento decruc. La cote maxima fut a 
Rodali, on 1871, do 20 pics 10 kirats le 7 Octobro. 

Code cruo I'omarquablc, produitc trcnlc'-dcux jours apiAs Ic oonimcncemcnt dc la 
doeriK' a Assouan, otail iluo sans aucun dontc a la rupture do la diyuc d’Abou-Kadiga, 
qui donna libro oours aux oaux dii bassin Kooboioba, d’une superlieio dc 00,000 
I'cddans, 

!. n tid Tail iic poul so roproduirc ootto aimdo, la digue Abon-Kadiga n’ayant pas 
etc rorineo ot ka-< caux du bassin Koebeieba dtant an indnic ni^■oan fpu' colics du 

Nil. 

Eu 1878, la cruo du Ail a dtd tivs tardivi', olio ii'atb'ignit son maximum IS pics 
12 kirats ii Assouan quo lo 30 So])tcmbre, ct 2(5 pics 0 kirats a Eodab quo U' 12 
Octobro. 11 cst tres pen probable quo le A'il dcj)asso cottc annee la plus bauto cotc 
qu'il a deja attointc a Assouan, et, commo on sMTovco dc rdgli'mentor Ic ddvcvsomont 
dos bassins do la Haute-Lgy})te pour emjx'-ebor qu’il no so produiso uno dcsccnte 
prdcipitde d('s oaux, ou pent cspoi'cr quo Ics liautos caux no depasscront pas n Hodali 
la cotc do 25 pics. 

Eu cousocpioucc, la Easse-Lgyptc sc trouve dans dos conditions bicii plus 
favorablos qu’oii 187 1 ot on 1878. 

E(>s qu’il fut probable (|uo los hautos oaux attcindraiont ii.n niveau cxccptionncl, 
dos j)rdcau(ions additionu(d[('s furent jnascs ou cou.^dqiu'uco, ot, dopuis lo 17 Aout, 
17,30U metres cubes do moellons out old apjanvisiounds dans les provi))eos do la Bas.so- 
Egypto. 

Uno attention touto particuliero a etc proteo anx ponccaiuv (barbakbs) places sous 
los dig’ucs ot <[ui, gdndrabunent tres lual coustruits, constituent unc source do dangers. 
A quelquos oxct'ptious ]n‘es, cos poncnanix out dtd ontierememt I'ornies et ceux laisses 
ouverts out dtd consolidds. 

La coi’vdo a dtd appi'ld(' d’uiie I'aeou iuusiide pour la proleotioii dc's digiu's ot so 
Irouve rdpartio par brigades attidgiiaul jusqu'a 500 bonnnes sur les j)oints numacds. 

nes Luspooteurs ot Ic's iugdnieurs (ui clad' (l(-s irrigations, disposani spdcialcnu'ut 
do I) Jeaux a vapour, oonsaon'ut lout lour tiuiips a rii\sj)('eti()u dos digues. 

aiiscpi’a present aueun'lommage u'a dtd signald dans la 1 >a^se-Egypte, et, ((uoi([uo 
des ,’i‘iillons de la ebaine solont ‘■aus aueun douto i'aibt's, la crainte ti'un ddsastn' 
u’ost pas motivdsn 

Les uouvi'lles do la llaute-Lg\ j)le >uin lies iniexes; ua pout eii conelurig d’uno 
11. luiero g'duerale, quo les miltures d(‘ Cannes ii sucre et do colon n’out cjtie pen ou 
poinl ubi d’avario'', ipie biaueou]) do douia a did jierdu el que la population dprouve 
de gi. nds ineonvdnii'uls dans les villages. 

i! a d'ld ddmoiilI'd (pio l("> liautcs eau?.' n’onl pasalleiul a .Issouan <■! a 1< d;d' 
la cote des aimce.s ':S74 cl 1878; mais pour des motifs encore iiic^pliquds, ellc.s uiit 
dejias'-o cetie annet' a Assionl ;h> 7- eeutinu'trcs la hauteur (pi’cih.'s avaiont attoiul 
on Isf 1. Co i'ait p(‘ut expliquor des iuondations dc terrains sitndsentre la digue du 
lleuvc et la lig'ue uu cboiuiu lU' I'er dans les piovinocs d’^\ssi()ut et de Ildni-Souel'. 

L'l rdg'ion situde a roiiesl du canal Ibra'ilnncii cst (u ifiiiie 'ceiirile. 

Le Sous-Sccretaire d'Etat, 

^Sigud) ('. (’. SCdlT IIOACIIIEFE. 


No. 55. 

Mr. Portal to the M(irqui-< nf r^i/hshtirij. —{Received October 10.) 

(No. Ibl.) 

ily Lord, Cairo, October 3, 1887. 

1 X'ENTUllE to submit to your Lordsbip certain considerations nbicb luive 
suggested tbemsolvcs to mo as a result of some impury into the present condition of 
the people of ibis country and the general .state of native- fooling towards the existing 
Administration. 

In my dospatcb No. 105, Coniid('tuiai, of tbo 21tli duly, 1 said that the 
nows of the non-ratilication by the Hultau of the Egyptian Convention had been 
received with satisfaction by the natives of Egyj)! as being a sign of the diminution of 
Englisli prestige. There can be no doubt that this was very generally the case 
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throughout tbo country, altbougb on many points there is such a marked difference 
between th;5 condition and attitude of the inhabitants of tbo large towns and those of 
the provin(*es that it is necessary to treat the subjects separately. 

la the oile‘;p('eially Cairo and vVloxandria, where the Engli.sli Army of 
Occupalion is an ovcr-])r('scni. fact, then' is, T am giv<'u to imdi'vstand by those best 
abb' to judge, a slight but pi'veiqdible ebaugc in ibe attitude of the jiopulution 
towards ilu' Eimdisli and the \nglo-I'lgjqitian Administration. One ollieer of bigb 
position ill tlie police, whose duties bring h.im inic) constant eouiael with, tlie pecqdc, 
recentU s-dd to me: “ T'lie atliiude of iIk* population is, ! consider, not so satisfactory 
as it wa-i. 1 obsi-rve less ri'speet. for English opinions and English I'uiietiojiurics, and a 
greater tendoney to resist English measiii'os.” This vi-'v is shari'd by others who have 
e;ood o])p‘irlunity of Ibrming a just opinion. No d.;,’:bt this feeling received some 
('iicour.ag'ciiu’ut from Hie iioii-ralilication oi the d'lirkisli Convention, white thi' eon- 
tiiiiicd f'l-cscuce of Moiikld'ir I’asha, alt hough his E\eel!cncy .abstains fn.iii any active 
interfcreiKa-, eueoiirages a general feeling of i xjieefaney-and keeps uji the hopes oi 
till'])i'oph' for an approaebing (diange which shall bring ali lut the di-parture ot tin 
English. 

Crime in lb(' cities lim ineveasod raHicr than diminislicd, aliliougb, compared 
with other comdrii's, iIk- average is still remarkaldy low; but still there are more 
eases brought forward than the" native Courts can will deal Avilli, and tlu' diday,mis¬ 
carriage of ju.stieo, and expense caused tliereby, is another strong nvasem for poimlar 
discontent. 


I’hi' ])coplc are further encouraged to sIioav disrespect towards the ('xlstini^' institu¬ 
tions hy the immunity which tliey see enjoyed l)y L'reueli-Syrian.s, Tunisian,s, and 
oibernaiCa' or European Ennieh subjects, of wliom there are now a very large and 
rap'ullv increasing number in the country. Not lower than 81G 'luuisians lia\e quiti' 
recmil'lv been ireogni/.ed as Eremli sulijeets, and this number is emistaiitly heing 
inerea.s'ed, rreiieh pvotceiion ’I'liig claiumd, and rarely, if (wer, refused, liy many 
Egyiliaas w lio dc'ire to obtain exemp'tiou from military service for th('iu«elves^and 
tbe'ii' fainilii's, on the ground of a mylhleal I'lmisiau descent. These Ennieh sulqcets 
and “ iiroied",! '-idiiecfs,” in order apparently to provi' IhiT.' Imlepinidenec, .si'cm to 
make a poim of iu-Iibin';' llu' police in the execution of theii' duly, the iiolice, oiiiei'red 
to sonu' extent by EiigT-bmen, bei'ig loidu'd upon as an English iiisl itiifoM. These 
insults 'VI' op’ered and sotnellines even assaults committed with the most perfect 
jjjipiiii; iiimosi lliiil eiin he done to the oii'euder is to hand him over to tlu' 

''T'MicIi i-iiisui, hy whom he is f.alh w itreleased, ibiliee. ollieers have jid'oriaed nn 
iliiit llieir mi'U are so discouraged at tlie utter .mjiossihility ot oiilaiiiing jusub', 
under the Canitidatioiis, that it is dillieult to indiiei' llinii to interfere wlieii sonu 
oiTcnec is eominitted under their eyes, if the olTemler is known to them to lie uiulet 
Enmeh proti-etioii. Tlie\ bave fouad. hy experieuee that the only lV^Llli of hringing 
himbel’ore tlu'Consul would he the promptaecpiitlal and release ot tin' eidpilL proliahh 
aeemnpanied hy somi'S('V(‘r(' strictures on the eouduel of the ])olie(', .iudgiiig I'rom 
siieli fads, whieb eoiue muler liis iimnediat;' iiutiee, the iialixi* righll.i arg'iie-, that 
umhu English auspices e.o progress has i nnul" towards an e([ua! dispensation of 
justice to foreigners and Egyptians alike. 

Ihii allhoiigb ill the large towns there has lieen an increase ol criniina! work, 
and, coiiscipieiitrN, a most discouraging aecumulai ion of arrears in the native Courts, 
aiul u general diseonteiil among (he [icople, 1 am glad to be al^li- to ie})uil m\ lieliel 
that llm reverse is the ease hi the ))roviuees. 1 ten', of late years, crime, especially 
serious crime, has diaaeased. Brigandage, formerly eommon, has almost thsappeared. 
Tills rcllccls great credit out he activity and ciUcicucyof tiic police torei', but, it is also 
in "■rcat measure atlribulablc to tin* improved condition ot the fcllabceu in gcucial. 
One of the most serious problems which presented itself to Lord Dullcrm iii the 
winter of 1882-83 was that of tbo iudebtodness of the fcllabci'n and tlie apparent 
hopelessness of rescuing tliem from the powt'r ol usurt'rs and Greek money lenders, 
into whose bands Ibcy bad fallen. Lord Duncriii t'stimated the lelhihccu debt at 
8,000,000/. or 1),000,000/., of which 5,000,000/. of mortgage debt, the remamdor boirg 
due to the village usurers. This is uow^ no longer (he ease. I have no doubt that Lie 
condition of the labouring classes lias very grt'atly improved, and (lus, (U'spitc the 
remarkable fall in the prices of cottou, corn, sugar, and in fact ot all the products by 
the eultivalion of wbiiih they get their living. Uuprc'judiced observers, such as 
merchants of many years’standing in Egypt, whose Imsinc'-s brings tbeui into constant 
communication w'ith the fellabei'ii, irrigation olllcers whose duties he among the 
villno,..,, police olliei'vs both in the Delta and Upper Egypt, inform mo that there is tu 
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jjerceptible cliaiige For the bchoi- since 1883. Tliis is also patent to my own ol)se7'va- 
tion. Taxes are now paid at fixed limes, mid tliose tinu's are selected as being- the 
most convenient to tiie enllivators; the peasant also knons the exact amount he will 
have to pay, and that he Avill only 1 k^ called upon to pay it once a year; the 
efforts of the Irrigation Department under Colonel Sii' C. Seott IMoneriotr h.i\e 
resulted in gh iug a lietter and more ri-gul-ir su[)pl\ of nat'H- than -was ever 
enjoyed h\ Egypt before; the eonee has been mati'rialh lightened, mneh of 
the work of dredging and cutting canals is inm done hy contract, tlu' tVllah 
is no longer forced aw from his Helds at the e_ I ini - when his labour is most 
wanted hy them, and the reipiirements of lli • jire-eui snuill Egiptian army do not 
take awai| more than 3 per cent, of tin- \ouugmen avallahh' for conseri])ti()n. 'flu* 
result of ail this is, that the hdlali has aln-adv paid oiT a great di-al ot his debt, and 
now allows himself man} small emufoi'ts and luxuries hitherto unknown to the 
Egyptian peasant. 

One proof of their inereasing prospt-rity is the diminishing sum set aside in tin- 
yearly Inulgids for “ non-valeurs ” and unpaid laud ta\. 

Another and mure eonelusive sigi. is the ver\ largt- luuuhe. who make Use of 
the opportunity reeimtly gi\ im to them hn- ]mreha,si'.g tludr exemption from military 
sei-vice under the “ llaehat Militairesysl('m. 'I'h - lexenuc derived from this source 
aimuinl.'dt to dth.DOO/. last year, and will jiossild} anmanf to ahont 70,000/. this y('ar. 
This r.ipid decrease in the amount thus prodneed most not 1 k' as -rila-d to the inability 
of the poasaid to pay for tin- exeniption. E was of emii'-e to he (-xpceled that tlic 
livst year of registiation of all tlu- population liahle to serve as reeruits would produce 
an ahiiormally large sum under (his head, and another reason is tola- found in the 
small n m'hir of iM^c'aiiD -which it -was tlionght m'e('s-ar\ to call np, many men whose 
proper i hi- I'Xjoed ia-i ig utnined in (la- hatiaiiom <n tin- 

frontier. 

Allhoiigh, ! iditiou of the h'Talu'i'ii guu'rall} has distinctly 

improved, Ihea'is u maievial diminution in the iiumher of jx-asaul pruprii-toi's. Laud 
has been absorbed more and num- into large estates, aiul lias pass'-d largel} into the 
hands of lluropeai.s, as was jirojihesied hy Lord DuHeriu. 'Hk' foriaer owtun- of om- or 
two aercj now works for daily wages on tin- estate of the landlord. 'Wagi's, Imwevcr, 
have risen, and tin' man who earns o ,iv c, piastn-s a-day, adih'd to 2 or 3 [liastres 
eavneil h\ each of his children, is h;, lo mean- in a woisi' ])liodit than when he 
po.ssessed oiu' or two acres of Ins (>wn. 

C' U'-aptioii and hrihmy no doaht ^till exisi Itj a eonsiderahh' (-x^eid, nor will they, 
in all j.r>d,)ahility, cease to ('\isi with Ihe present generation. Xe\ertheh-ss, tln-i-i-is a 
di--tlnet hu'proM-inent ; lie examples given hy the [irmupt dismissal of a Cahinet 
IMinistcr and of one o! a o liigli edicials have had a (h-tm-ri'iit ('ll'eei on tin* ri'st, and 
now h'ibeiy is at all eveiiis curried on h'ss opi-idy and at greater risk than in tin- old 
timi's. But it ninsit not he suppos'd that tlie fellah is grateful to the existing 
Administration for this ineri-asi' in his contorts, nor Uiat Ik- altogether connects it in 
his mind rvitli the presence of the English in this conntiw. 'flic more educated and 
thougliTful among tin* Ai’lagc Sheikhs and Elders arc, indeed, heginning to reali/c and 
to acknoAvh'dgc tliat the iinprovcmeut in their condition dates from the year 188;;, and 
gLe sonic of the credit to the English, and thi'rc is, no dmdil, considerably h-ss active 
dislike of us in the jn-ovince-- than in the towns; the presence of an Army of Oectpia- 
tiun is not so eonstantl\ hr.-ngli! to tlie notice of tlu* villagi-rs as it is to the Alexan¬ 
drian and the Cairene, Iml still the peasant looks upon tlie I'inglisb oeeupation as a 
national inislortiuu', and is ninvilling to allow that hi-- inereased prosp('vity is due to 
the pri'senec of a foreigner. 

It is not surprising that this should he the ease. Xiiti\e ])nhlic opinion both in 
the tOAvns and the coiinliv is formed am’ led entir('l\ hy ihe pri'ss. 'I'lie “ llosphore 
Egypticu” is Avidely read h\ (lovm-mnent eiuploxiC of all r.-inks, l)y the S\rians, who 
till a very large proportion -n liie smaller ])osts undei i ioA'criiment as clerks, 
interpreters, secretaries, vke., and hy all Egyjhiaiis wlio imderstaml a smattering of 
Eri-iich. Tdie “Abram,” au Arabic paper edili-d hy a Ereneh suhjeet, has iiroliahly 
the largest eircillatiou of any jiative paper, and follows the lead of the “Dospliore” in 
critieisni and abuse of English iutluence, liuglish measures, and English olHcials. The 
otln-r uaiivi- i)a])ers follow suit, hirugrajilis or articles Avhicdi may a])pear in any 
English jiapi'i' criticising our policy in Egypt are at oiiei- Irauslated and w idely circu¬ 
lated ; any speech in Parliament or elscAvherc tending to shoAV Avcakucss in Euglaud 
from a military point of vicAV, or laying stri'ss on complicatious or cmharrassnients in 
ioreigu policy, is publlslicd in Ereuch or Aruliic, and eagerly read throiigliout the 
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country, Avliilc no reply ever sees the light. TIr- natiA'cs, therefore, noA'er hear more 
than one side of tlu' question. No paper read hy natives i-xists in this country Avhich 
CA'cr defends Eiiglisli action, or points out the merits of any measure taken by the 
Egyptian Government on tin- advice of the English otlieials in its employ. The good 
work accomplislied is utterly ignored, while any temporary nr local ineonA'cnience is 
greatly (-xaggerated, and Imld up as au additional proof of the ruin hi-ing lirought on 
Egy])t hy the foreign occupation. No administration lias done so much for the people 
as the Irrigation Dcpartmi'iit nndor Colonel Sir C. Scott IMoncrielT, hut many of the 
peasant cultiA'ntors, although they all acknoAvh'dge that they obtain a more regular 
su])ply of Avali-r, and all tin- inlrihitants of thi' cities, still hedh-ve that the country at 
lai'gc suffers Inxivih from the e]iang('s introduced by Vaigli'-h. t-ngiuem-s. d'be 
tcnqiorary failure of the AAuter sup])ly oa er a few Ihdds, tin'breaking of the hank of 
some small eanal, and simi'ar unavoidable mi,shops, which, in formei- days would have 
been thought hut little of ('A'cu in the district itself, and Avouhl havi- h('(‘n unheard of 
elscAAdiere, arc noAV trnmiietcd abroad hy the jiress as a sncccs^ion of serious disasters, 
the origin of AAhich is invariably ascribed lo thi' action of tin* English irrigtition 
offici-rs and to the present Anglo-Egyptian Administration in general. Did the 
oxpre.ssion of 1h(' lu-asant’s di.saj)])r()\al stop short :it mi-re verbal critieisiii liiere Avoiihl 
he nothing to complain of, hut the ti-arhing of the “ Bospliore Egyplien ” audits 
folloAvers liears fruit in a stolid oppo.sition and a passive ri'sistance to all Avorks of 
hciK'ficial reform, hy which the naturally great difTicnlty of accomplishing any good 
AA’ork is materially increased. Tlie fellah is not to blame for this; he has naturally no 
more Anolent dislike and distrust of the English than is to he expected from the 
inhaliitants of any (-onntry (oAvards a foreign army (|uarlered among them, hut, I 
repeat, he mwer gids a chance of lu-aving any hut tlu- most pn-jiuliced and one-sided 
accounts of any action taken hy GoAU'i’nmciit. 

We haA’c hitln-rto avoided giving any olTicial I'lieouragenn-nt to ])artieular 
neAYS])a])ers, and 1 am awari- of the gvoA'c ohjeetions that must ahvnys i-xist to such a 
procei-dii'g, -ind yet ! (-ninot hut think that, Averi- an a^^ti-mpt made to exjilain lo the 
pi'opli- the argunu-nts in I'aAouv of the various nu-asures and (-nactments of the present 
Government, a neAvsjiuiier containing sueh explanations would hi- Avideh I'c-ad, al fuM 
perha])s out of nn-vi- curiosity, Init hefore long from tin- ncAvly-aciptired * iceplion lliat 
tl)('r<‘an-two siih's to eM-iw question. Should This ohji-el hi- atniiin.au inqiorlanl 
ad\ane(' will Inivi- Ix-i-n made (owards tin- o\i'vthroA\ of thi- sullen o]<position and 
passive rv-si'-lanci- of the pcopli-, A\hielihas bilherto so si-riously retarded our elTorls for 
the r('-('slnhlisliment of--olveney and prospt-rily in Egypt. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) G. 11. EOltTAE. 


No. 50. 

Mr. Poihil Id flir Mitrijiiis ot Suhi^bnnj. —( licci'/rr'l Oclobrr ID.i 
(No. 402. Conlidential.) 

My land, Cairn, October 3, IHsT. 

IN my immi-dhdel} jn-eceding des]n'ileii 1 --aid that strong reasons for po[)tilar 
diseoiileiit Avere furni'-hed hy tin- di-lay-', the niisearriage of jiistiee, and theaeeninu- 
lation of arrears A\hich have became notorious in the initivi- 'I’rilmnals, 'fhesc 
institutions, alniosi the only ones aaIiIcIi Ikiac In-en left entiri'ly in native hands, have, 
it must b(- confessed, utti-idy failed to conn- up to the anticipations Avhicli AV(-rc foniu-d 
of lln-m by their originators. Some slight inijiroA'cmont in their condition has, no 
doubt, taken ])lace during the last live years, hut it is hyno means commensurate A\ith 
the jn-ogri'ss made in other hranehes of the Administration, and t he moment is rapidly 
approaeliing Avlien tin- inereasing amount of eriminal work Avill bring tlic question to 
an acute stage, requiring a radical remedy, unless some means are promptly found to 
check tlu- dilatory and unbusinesslike habits, the nepotism, and, L fear, the corruption 
of Avhich these Courts are loudly accused. 

'l'h(-y have lately been relii-AU-d of au immenst- amouut of AA'ork hy the estahlislimont 
in Cairo of Police Courts, in Avhieh the slight olleiu-es kiiGAAm as “ coutraveutioiis” aro 
summarily disposed of by Police M-igistrates. Hut in spite of this rePu-i, there is 
ahiays a Impi-h-ss aecumiilatiun of arn-ars in tlu- nutivi- Courts. Eor all Cairo there is 
hut one “dune d’1 nstruetion,” and work i> carried on in a most desultory and casual 
manner. 'I'li )o attomiit at punctuality, hours are Avasted daily in useless 
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i'oiivorsalion, and, ondu^’ to tlio absence oE all the Judges, trials of criminal eases arc 
often postponed from day to day, and from mouth to month, Avitli truly Oiicntal 
equanimity, Avhile the accused person is either kept in prison on the same regime 
as eouA'ieted malefactors, or else, if the prison happc'iis to he full, he is set at 
lil)crty on hail. Cases of natives charged uith olTences against the llritisli Army of 
Occupation are carefidh watched hy the English Provost-^larshal, and are noAV 
disposed of Avith more punctuality ; hut only last Aveek a ri'presGiitation Avas made* to me 
hy General Sir F. Ste|)henson, Avho foiavarded a liei)ort from the ProA'ost-Marshal 
slioAving that a native, Avho on tin* 17th August liad hocn condemned to threi' months’ 
imprisonment, was still at larg(‘ and in ])ursuit of his ordimiry avoeatioir. It 
ap])eared, on impury, that the man had indeed heen condemned, Imt that “ lu' had not 
yet been called upon to perform his sentence.” 

There are, 1 am aAAare, many objections to the appointment of an Fnglishman to 
watch the native administration of justice, hut 1 do not think im])aitial juA'ce or 
punctuality will (wer he attaiiu'd until the Judges ar;' brought niuhr tin' " ('fan 
European authorih, who, Avithout taking part in I’n' activ(' conduct of alFairs, or 
iiiterfeL-ing, exeejd ii a oeguthe way, Avidi tin' trial of eases, wo.ild prc'AOit AA'aste of 
time, and would usv* his iutluence to discourage' tlu' visits to the .!u.!g(', ('V('n it. Court, 
of ikisha.s, pt'i'sans of pt-sition, and poAvc'rful family connections of tlu' aceusi'd or of tin' 
which oft(’n I'OAV interfere au'cn materially A\ith the true course of justice, 
.ery doubtful whetluT oiu- delicacy in abstaining altogether fnnn any 
inh'rfi'K'uct' with the native administration of justice' is greatly a 2 )preciatcd hy the 
peojile at large'. They knoAV that avo are in a g('n('ral Avay rc'siiousible for the good 
govornment of tlu' country, and if, as in this instaiiee, a branch of the' Administration 
has been ■'O man iged as to become a public scandal, they do not hesitate to throw the 
blame on the Englisli without pausing to inquire Avhetlu'r this jiartieular brinch is 
watched In "<’’’sh luspci'tnr or Ib'de'r-Seeretary, or AAln'tluw i' is h'ft ('ntiiely in 
nativ(' hand- 

l have, &e. 

(Sigiw'd) G. II. POIITAL. 


iSo 57. 

ihf M(ti(jii,' rjJ' S(ili\liU) ij, — (^Rca'ice,/ Oet'jbvr 10 .) 

(No. 4(i;}.) 

Lord, Cairo, October 1. ]h87. 

IVllTI relerence In iua (h's]';ite of the I2th ultimo, in which I stated 

that there exist('d some grounds foe thinking that Ahdaliaha'l-lvhalifa, the .succ(',ssor 
of ih(' iati' Mahdi, A\as meditating a retrt'at from Oindurman into tin' interior of 
iven'dofan, I haAe tin' hoiioui- to inclose lu'rew'ith an extract from a It 'port which has 
been reec'h'ed from Johnson Pasha, the olllcei in command of tin' police in Upper 
Egypt, giAing an account of an uiterAiew Avith the sou of the lat(' Hussein L’asha 
Khalifa, of Uerber, whose statement tends to conlli'm my previ.jus Report,and to shoAV 
that a change is imminent in SoAidan 2 )olities, that tln'r.' is gn'at uuuual di.strust 
among the Emirs, and 1 i tbdallah himself is making prepay'’in's ,,)!• ;i ri'tiA'ai into 
liis oAvn country. 

I haA^e, &a. 

(Signed) (i L I'ORTAL. 


Inch-siM’.' ii ' 17. 

i'li/i /Vg/e/Z ]‘il aam /V>/e 

Assif)ill, Acplciiibci 2.‘{, lbH7. 

I IIAI) also an inteiwiew witli Ahmed Bey Khalifa, Avho tfJd me that there would 
very soon be a change of alFairs in the Soudan; that the Khalifa Avas tired of his 
])rosent position, and hopeh'ss of keeping up his prestige, and that he Avas making all 
possible pA'cparations with tlu' vicAV of escaj)ing to his oavii country with all the 
Avealth and arms he can collect, and leaving tlie Mahdiist inoAcmerit to shift for 
itself; that he had got rid of Mohamed-el-khcir by sending him from Berbcn* to 
Khartoum, and sent a number of his own tribesmen (Raggara) to Rerber, in order to 
lurtlier his vicAvs in this respect, and that nearly all the former Emirs haA^c heen 


placed under stu'i, ('ill-TiK'(' at Omdurman--Osman Rigna among the nmnbci'. This 
information, tnu' or nol, may also be avcII knoAvn to the authoritic.., but I giv(' it foi 
AA'hat it is Avorth. 

2Ph.—i h:iA'' h< ;u'd from Ahmed Bey Khalifa this morning that "Walad-el- 
Kegounu has be.'c removed from Dongola, another Emir appointed, and a party of 
Raggara seip flu'rt. 

(Signed) E. A. JOHNSON. 


No. 58. 

?[r. Poital to the Maiquit of Aalisburi,. — {R'ceiue'l October 10.) 

(N(<. l!.5.; 

It1y Lord, ('(tiro, Odobci !, 1S87. 

4VT'01! rcL'i'cnce to my No. 15] and lo |)re\ioLis ccjri'esjHnnh'rLC. iesjxrtiug 
Luptoi! Re^. and die olhi'r Europ('an prismu'is at Khartoum, I Iuia'c the Ik'iloii - to 
rejiorl that the messi'iigi'i' who brought the h it-'r. from the jnisuners has la eu elosAy 
('xainiie'l by an Englisb othci'i'on the frontier, from wiio e rejiort il appi'ars iha' the 
m('-.s('ng('r lias great hopes of beinaing ah ui tin' ( -capi' of Luplon If lie can (ii^guisc 
him as a natiA'c. On receijit ol t! irpoil some dye was sent up to be given to llie 
rncssi'iiger, so as to enable Lupto" to I'lii'it his disguisi'. The man adds iliat Liqiton 
does lud apiiear lo bt' \e)'\ closely watched, although he is not allowed lo i.ave 
the fornmr site' of Khartoum itself, Avlu'ra he is living in a hut. Khartoum, he adds, 
has ceased to ('\ist, and the ground it formerly eoAcred is now turned into g'-a'leiis. 
Th('mossonger adds that Liqiton and the other nominal eoiiA'erts are not irmiiiied 
muel! as to ri'ligioiis ohservanees, and lhal access to them is comparatively easy, 
hut that, on llu' other hand, it is impossibh' to obtain access to blaten Rey, Avho is 
kept under the Khalifa’s oavu I'ye and forced to goto [irayers with him about live times 
a (lay. 

The ^Vrab messenger further staled lhal Luplon Rey had given to Slalen a 
(•onsi(l('ral)l(' jiart of the monc'V (200/.) Avhich lu' Itad obtained, as i‘e])OL'red in my 
(lespaleh No. 125 of llu' 2!h‘d AngCist; tliat he had, moreover, built himself a hut and 
laid in a slori' of jiroA isions, and had liad to pay a ei'vtain sum for the ground which he 
oceujiied, and that this moni'y was thi'iefore very soon spc'nt. 'fhis, if true. I'ouhl 
aceomit '.bi' the t w-) pressing app(',iL h'l' mo'iey uhii'i wm'e r 'cbi I Irom La| Bey 
a' Ai'i'A short inti'iwals during llu' last three months. 

Iha\o, Aw 

(i-igiied) G 1! FORTAL. 


No. 59. 

' I'tii till at uiii(jiii ut Siih'^burij. — [R.oehctI ()d>ioci 10.j 

(No. 107.) 

Lord, I'airo, Oc/o6er 4, 18b7. 

U'iTU ivh'u 'iiee to my (ii'spaL'h No. 155 of llu' 18th ultimo, I am glad to be 
al)h' to ri'porl that hut little sc'rious damage has hei'ii done hy the ('xei'ssiyi' rise of the 
Nile, and that as the river is uoav heginuing to subside steadily, the aeuli stage of the 
(langi'r is past. The lU'cessity for the most ('vtri'uu' e.ire and watchfulness still ('xists, 
as in many jilaees the hanks liaAU' been s('\eroly trii'd by llu* givaf weight of water 
jiressing on them. ’I’lie greati'sl energy and activity lias been disj)! .ymd hy all the 
-M udirs and local Governors in their resja'ctivi' provinces, and tiieir cordial eo-opeva- 
tion Avith the Englisli oflieers of tlu' Irrigation Di'parlmeut lias been most sate factory, 
yiioukl no unforeseen aecidcnl take place—as is now hardly likely—within the next 
fcAv days, great credit Avill he due both to the Mudirs and to Colonel Sir C. Scott 
IMoucrictf and the olticcrs in his Department for having averted from Egypt wliai 
might hav(' been a serious disaster. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) G. 11. PORTAL. 
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No, 60. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salislury,—{Received October 10.) 

(No. 468.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 4,1887. 

4VIT1I reference to my preceding’ despatch, 1 have the hououi- to rt'port that Ilis 
Highness tlie Jvliedivc has hei'n engaged during tlu' last t('n days in making a journey 
by water along both the branches of tlu' Nile in t lie Delta and now In Upper Egypt. 
The moment for this journey is particularly well chosen, as the visit of His Higluu'ss 
has everywhere stimulated the energies of the local authorities and of the people 
(mgaged in watcliing the Nile banks and repaii'ing evi'ry l)reach made in ihein. This 
proof of the interest takeji by His Highin'ss in t!u' aii'airs of his peo[)le lias had a most 
satisfactory ctfect, and the reception accord('d to liini has been everynlierc enthu¬ 
siastic. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) (i. H. I’OHTAL. 


No. Gl. 

Thr ^f(n•quis of i:iaHshi(ry io Baron Plessen. 

M. le Charge d’Atl'aircs, Foreign Office, October 13, 1887. 

WITH reference to the verbal inquiry which you recently made on behalf of your 
Government as to the view taken by Her IMajesty’s Government of the scheme put 
forward by certain of the residents at Alexandria for the establishment, of a Municipal 
Commission in that city, I have the honour to state' that T am in communication with 
Her ^lajesty's Agent and Consul-Geueral in Egypt in regard to this qiu'stion, and 
that I hope very shortly to be in a position to rehmi a dcllnitive reply to your inquiry. 

1 beg to return herewith the iMemoraudum which you ^vere good (‘iiough to leave 
at tliis OtTico for my perusal. 

r leave, &c. 

^Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 62. 

The Min'qiils of Sdlishiirij to Sir F. Baring. 

(No. 283.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 1 t, 1887,. 

'rilh German Charge d’Alfaires has iiupiirc'd, on hi’half of his Government, what 
view Her Majesty’s Government take of the Circular note addressed by certain resid''uts 
at-Ilexandria to the lleju’t'Sf'iitatives of |lu‘ foreign Bowers in Hgypr, sul)mitting a 
scheme for the establisinnent of a Munieipility for that city. 

Baron Blesscn stated at the same time that, as tlu' public lu’alth woidd ai)peav to 
be endangered by a continuane(! of the pi'es('nt unsatisfactory state of things, the 
German flovernineut were dis|)osed to support the j)rojeei in (iue-,tIo:n provided th.at 
Her Majesty’s Government were also in favour of it. 

The Circular note referj'i'd to was inclosed in Mi'. Bo'-tal's despatch No. 388 of the 
12th duly, and before answi'ring Baron Blessi'n’s inquiry, f should he glad Io he 
favoured with an expression of your vii'Ws on tin' subject. 

L am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALfSBURY. 


No. 63. 

Sir E. Burinij to tin .mor/z/o o/- Sd/i^bun/,—(Reeeired October 17.) 

(No. 472.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 10, 1887. 

1 HAVE the honour io transmit to \om’ Lordship herewith Colonel Sir Colin 
Seott Moncrietfs Report on ihe work of the Irrigation Dopartnient in Egypt for the 
year 188(5. 
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No. 60 A., 

Sir E. Bating to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, October 10.) 
W 473 . Ext. 210.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 10, 1887. 

IN my despatch No. 470 of yesterday, I had the hono\n’ to imdose copy of 
a telegram whieh I had sent to Colonel Eitchenor, informing him that it had been 
decided to open trade in the Eastern Soudan. I have now the honour to forw'ard 
hoi'ew'ith copy of Colonel Kitchener’s reply, submitting his proposals for relieving 
trade from all restrictions except tho.se of the ordinary custom.s dues, and for opening 
the port of Agig. I have signified to Colonel Kitchener my approval of his 
suggestions. 

But at till' same time the Sirdar has received from him by piost a copy of the 
Regulations whieh iiave been issued by the Italian Governor of Massowah, and which 
were sent to Colonel Kitclicncr for bis information, in conformity with the existing 
understanding respecting an cxcliangi' of all such information between the Governors 
ot Suakin and MassoAvali. I Lave the honour to iuelose bevewitb copy of Colonel 
Kitchener’s letter and ot General Salotta's di'spaieh to him. Under these Regulations, 
no customs duties will be levied along the coast under Italian surveillance. A 
considerable loss will tlius be caused to I^gyptian rcveiuics, as it is clear that no trade 
will pas.s through Agig and i)ay duty there if a free port is opened at Karat Taklai, 
only a few miles to the sontli. It is evident that the best solution would bo for the 
Italians to levy the same dues as the Egy])tians, but the Egyptian Government cannot, 
tltfougb Colonel Kitchener or any of their officers, invite tlu'm to do this without 
recognizing the actual position of the Italians, and thus vunniug the risk of creating 
complications Avith the Porte. I liavc therefore vcntAircd to ask your Lordship, by 
telegraph, Avhether it Avould not he possible for Her IMajesty’s GoA'crnment to make 
some direct representation to the Italian Government on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 60 a. 

Colonel Kitchener to Sir E. Baring. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, October 9, 1887. 

FIRST, open Agig to trade under customs laws. Secondly, omit any mention of 
direction in Regulations for permits for piassing gate of town. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 60 a.. 

Colonel Kitchener to General Sir F, Grenfell. 

Sir, Suakin, September 11, 1887. 

I BEG to forAvard to you a further communication, AA'ith inclosure, that I have 
received from the GoA’^eruor of MassoAvah on the subject of the Regulations for 
commerce on the coast-line recently liaudcd oA'cr for Italian siaweillanco. 

I would hog to draAv your attention to the fact, that his Excellency informs me 
that commerce is alloAved on this portion of the coast Avithout paying customs duties, 
thus making a portion of the coast into a free port. Goods can therefore now ho landed 
at Ras Kasar, 12 miles south of the Egyptian port of Agig, free of customs duties, and 
this must act very detrimentally on the latter port. I also consider tliat tliis permis¬ 
sion on the part of the Italian authorities amounts to a contravi'iition ol the spirit of 
the Treaty of Commerce to Avliich Italy has agreed, as Avell as being directly contrary 
to the Custom-house Regidations noAV in force. 

Articles X, XIII, and XIV of the d’rcaty of Commerce, and Article XXX of the 
R^glcment Douanier,” refer to this question. 

I have not r(‘])lied to General Salctta, and Avould reqne.st your instructions 
1582] M* 



whetlicr it would be in my province to raise tbe consideration of this question with his 
Excellency or not. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. H. KI'l’CllENER. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 00 a. 

General Saletla to Colonel Kitchener. 

M. le Gouverneur, Masi>owiih, le 11 Septembre, 1887. 

J’AI riiouneur dc vous accuser reception de votre honoree note du 3 courant, ct 
je suis bien content a y voir que Ics nouvelles dispositions quo nous aliens adopter a 
regard dc la surveillance de la eOte situee an nord dc Massowah sont conformes a vos 
idees et aux ordonnancos de votre Gouvernement. 

Apres cet echange de vues j’ai fait rediger les r^glcments definitifs qui sont 
contenues dans les instructions donnees aux Commandants des naviros Italiens qui 
survcillent la cdte, dont je m’empresse a vous transraettre ci-joint une copie. 

Par la lecture dc cc document vous pouvez juger que selon votre desir j’ai 
eliminc tout danger que les rebelles dc Tolcar puissent rccevoir des sccours de notre 
c6te, ear le commerce des armes et dcs munitions ('st absoliunent interdit tout le long 
dc la cute, et les Commandants des navires ont Tordre de proceder contre les 
contrevenants de cette disposition aussi severement que contre les maveliands 
d’esclaves. 

Comme nous u’avous pas de stations de douanc sur la cote, il n’y aura pas de 
droits il payer pour les na^iros qui sc livrent au commerce dans ces parages. 

Cepondant si le Gonveruoment, pour mieux excrcer la surveillance sur ce loni; 
parcours de cute, croit utile d’etablir des stations a Tahlai ou ailleurs, cette disposition 
pourra etre modifice et dans cc cas je ue mauquerai pas dc vous on ronscigner imme- 
diatement. 

Veuillcz, &c. 

Le jMajor-Gcneral, 

(Signe)’ .1. SALETTA. 


No. GO B. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sn ./. t^uiile. 

(No. 85.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 12, 1887, G'36 r.M. 

, [ilepeat Sir E. Baring’s telegram No. 210 of 10th October.] 

Communicate with Italian Government in sense suggested. 

Sec last paragraph but one of Count Corti’s note of 21th May. 

Section 3 of Somali Coast print. 


This Beport gives a detailed account of the many improvements that were earriedf 
out during the year in question, both in the supply of water for irrigation jiurposes 
and in the control of the .action of the Nile itself, 

^ our Eordship will ol)s('iVO that considcrabli* progri'ss was made in replacing the 
corvee by contract labour. The number of men called out was equivahmt to 95,000 
worlving for 100 days, as compared with 126,000 in 1885. Colonel Scott Moncrieff 
points out that this reduction of corvee labour must not Ix' altogether ascril)ed to the 
money grant. Eonnorly, a good deal of useless labour was employed which it has now 
been ^lo^siblo to dispense with owing to improvements in system. 

!t is estimated in the Beport that for the next two ye.ars, 1888 and 1889, a grant 
of £ 11.380,000 would enable the corvee to be entirdy dispensed noth, while for subso- 
<[ucnt years a grant of £ E. 327,000 should be sufficient. 

Several important works iverc begun during the year out of the extraordinary 
grant of £ E. 1,000,000 for irrigation purposes, the most important being the 
strengthening and rc])airing of the ‘•'barrage” and the reclamation of the low-lying 
swamps to tbe north of the Province of Garbich. 

It is satisfaetoi'y to note that, at the conclusion of his Report, Colonel Scott 
Moncrieff calls attention to the improvement in the tone of the Egyptian engineers, 
and to tlieir incriascd energy and trustworthiness. 

The whole Report is, indeed, a record of good work done—work which has 
already hel]>cd to ameliorate the condition of thousands of the poorer cultivators of ilie 
country. In no Departmonl have the advantages derived from English honesty, 
energy, and practical skill been more clearly displayed than in that under the charge 
of Colonel Sir Colin Scott Moucriclf and liis assistants; and tlu' honelicial reforms 
introdneod by their l)oj)artmont in tlic irrigation system of Eg\pl would alom'aHord 
ample proofs of the benefits conferred ou Egypt liy tlie Mritish ()ccu])ation, cvcntliougli 
no other wnre forthcoming. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E, BARING. 


No. 64. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring, 

(No. 291.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 17,1887. 

I 11A \ !'- I'cccivod yonr telegram of the Gth instant reporting your return to 
Egypt. 

I have to request that you will convey to ]\lr. Portal my entire approval ol the 
manlier in which he has carried on the business of Her INlajesty’s Agency in your 
absence, and my bigli ajijireciation of the interesting and valuable Reports which lie, 
has from time to time forwarded to Her ^Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 65, 

Mr. Cope Whileliouse to the Marquis of Salisbury,—{Received October 19.) 

My Lord, 10, Cleveland Row, St. .James', October 19, 18b7. 

I HAVE llio lioiiour to inclose some ;ulditioual Papers and Maps relating to my 
project for tlie utilization ui the Raiau liasin. in the coiiy uf a part ol the 
I’roceeiliugs of the Itoyal Geograpbieal Society for Uctober )our Lordship will find 
a Memoraudum bymysi'lf, ;md four Repoidsivliieh were submitted to the Geographical 
Section of the British Association at Maiiclicstcr in Seplemher. Approved by the 
cxjiorts present at Maiiehester, and now indorsed by the Council of the Royal 
(leogiajihieal Society, they Avould bt' entitled, in aii\ event, to serious considcratioi.. 
'fhey Jire, however, written by officers in Her .^lij('si\’s s(>r\iee, the best attaimible 
expert.s:— 

1. The Report by ColoueMVestern, R.E., was made to Sir C. Scott Moncrieil, 
R.E., at his request, and is a eonsicler.atioii of the whole ])rojoc't. His conclusion na-, 
that “ the proji'ct is leasihlc as regards It'vels •ind volumes for the average volumes 
available every year,” and that if the “ barrage ” is put into working order (t.e., Hm 
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ivories now in progress having accomplishocl tlnn'r ohjoet), tlio TVatli Tlaian might ho 
tilled always during the months of August, Si'ptomhor, and Oetohor, at a high lovoT 
and at a reduced cost. 

2. The paper by Colonel Ardagh, C.B., Tl.E., was road by him at ‘jranohostor. 
Tliis oxporienced olReer states that I have “ diseoverod a l)asin nndeniahly oapahlc of 
boiTig turned into a storage reservoir at a ooinparativoly moderate cost,” and that 
“ there are no engineering difiiculties in tin* way.” 

.‘5, C:i))tain Conyers Snrtees, Coldstream Cuards, late !Major in thi' Egyptian 
Army, having been didailed at tlu' request of Sir (hdin Seott ^loneri('IV to aceom- 
))any me into the part of the basin prt;vionsly unexplored, made a topographical survey, 
whieh determiiu's with sutTieient accuracy the western limits of tlu' proiio.sed lahe. 

•I. Captain llrowu, R.E., shetehos the pi'osent state and uses of tlie Halve Yusuf, 
and slums |u)w flu’s most aueieut eaual could hc' improved aud iiiadi' to eoutrihute 
a large supply of water at a high head. 

The ileport also includes a Map, draughted by me, approved by the Depart¬ 
ment of Tuhlie'Works in Cairo, aud based upon, or eoulirmed by, the iudepiMuhait 
observations of Colonel Ardagh, Captain Surtees, .Dr. Sehweinfurth, and tlu' engineers 
sent with me by Sir C. Scott Sioneiielf. 

Your Lordship will observe that this project, therefore, has jiassed beyond those 
early stages, in whieh its facts rested exclusively upon my ohs('rvations and suggestions. 
I a])i)eud a ^Map drawji for and puhlislu-d by '• Engineering,” whieh is one of the 
numerous px'oofs that the opinion of qualified exp('rts among practical enirineers in 
the world at large is as favourable as the opinions whieli I have cited by tho.se 
oflieers selected with the approval of Uer .Majesty’s G'overiimeut for service in 
Egypt. 

Your Lordshii) will observe that the proji'ct is admitted to hc wholly jiiy woi-k. 
ISfy time and my money have been ('xpended iqion the elaboration of a sehemo whose 
ineejition was due entirely to mysedf. The so-called “ di'covery ” of the (h'pression was 
in tact the (hnuonstratiou by experiment of the truth of a long and laborious process 
-»of int('lleetnal research. The presence of the Imsin on the IMap of "Middle Egypt is as 
much line to mo as if T htid caused it to b.' exea\at<'d. h'ivi' travellers had crossed it 
on their 1 .. ;, to the Little Oasis without a suspieimi of its extraordinary eharaetcristics. 
Had lliese 1). eu known, there is no reason to suppe.'.e tliat its value would have hemx 
appreeial d. The Ereueh invasion was aeeonipanied and followed by a continuous 
series o:’.l'’ren h eiigineei'.s. No one, from Napoleon to J'ous>enn J’a.slia, <*oiieeived the 
idea that stu b a depression might exist, aud that h\ a simph’ aud inexpensive work the 
evils of an r.lternatc Hood and drought in Lowvr Egypt might he avi'rted. 'I'he (!uly 
remedy whleii ■•ugges^’pd itself w.as the costly and perilous e\]i(>riiu('nt of immense 
dams ii\ the \a!ley itself. Had it not heim for the ehauges in the administration of 
Egypt,‘.'.rising out of the events of 3 882,1 have reason to hrlievethal the project would 
now' he a emupletcd fact. 

H-'ving, ill is36, placed Sir C. Scot! ^roncrieff in po.ssessiou of all my observations, 
he sta'.'d. in 18'^.“. that he would di.'al >vith the question of storage reservoirs, and if 
fur.’ii'hed wiih l,bbf),()00/. xrould apply 2t)0,ilf)f)/., or one-llfth of the whole amount, 
to the necessary studies; 11)0,01)0/. was distinctly all’eeted to tlm 'Oloeris” scheme. 
This sum of 20l),00U/. .still remains in the Egyjitian 'rreasury. In sVpril 1SK7 1 was 
indirect l.\ informed that it would nevertheless he applied to other purpo.ses. It is 
olivious that this change of purpose was a laiiel blow. I had a right to suppose that 
the statement made by Sir C. Scott ilmrerielV to the Council of Notables by the 
inedixim of the ^Minister placed in ofTiee under the inlluimee aud sanction of Her 
Miije.sly’s Govei'ument, as to tiie proposed tlispositioii of money liorrowed for limited 
purposes on the guaninty of the Great I’ower.s, eoiisliluted a pledge as .solemn as any 
tliat could he given or taken by any I'esponsihle odleial. I need not say that Sir 
C. Scott MonevLeff has been actuated solely by a desire ki henelit Egypt, and that the 
moneys previously afleeted to tlie jwojeet of a dam at SiKileh and the Moeris or 
llaian C’aiud Avill he expended with the utmost skill aud prudeuee, aud he productive 
of material henelit. It alters, however, the whole aspect of my project as regard its 
execution. 

I was I'eqnosted in seek to obtain fmau.eial siqxpnrt—to draw up a detailed sehemo, 
and to take a Conee--sio'i v.hieli would enable the Egyptian Goveriimep.' to Irau'-fer to 
me aud my associates all the risk of the enterprise. Eorlified by the reports to whieh 
I have referred, and guided by iippi'o.ximalc esllinafes (f eo‘-( a"il profit, I have 
eoin])lied v. itli the wishes of the Egyptian Goxeriimcnl. 'L'heir request was affirmed 
and apiir'ned hv Sir •’ng ami by Sir James l^ergussiui. 
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Tliere ;ive many ways in which tlu' work can hc carried mil ; hut after careful 
♦•onsideraiiim, I should advise the Egyptian Governiueut to frame a Concession on the 
following linos:— 

1. 'file Concession should not hc for a definite period of time, hut simply in the 
uatiu-o of a contract between tho Government and a responsible person, or group, to 
eoirstruct specified works, capable of aeeoiiiplisliing specified results. 

2. Those works should have tw'o distinct objects;— 

(a.) The iiroteelioii of Lower Egypt against an exee.sstve rise of the Nile, and 
the more rapid drainage of the basins, and the better regulation of the Nile at the 
“ barrage.” 

(i.) The supply, annually, of c«. 2,.")(10,000,000 cuhie metres of water during low 

Nile. 

o. The Coiieession should only iuehide areas of imoeeiipied territory, whether 
irreehiimahle desert, such as the "Wady Raiaii, or laud no longer cultivated, such as the 
borders of tho Eayoum. 

4. The Coiieession should he terminahle, at the ]deasure of the Egyjitian Govern¬ 
ment, on fhe payment of a given sum of money, or the delivery of secured bonds. 

.'j. Pending the purelinse of the eonqileted works, the Egyptian Government 
should jiay an anmial subsidy for fhe use of the canal as a canal of drain.ige, and an 
annual sniii fur water delivered, at a stipulated price. 

(!. 'I'he jiaymenl ofthe.se sums shmihl not he charged upon the ICgyptiaii Eiidgel 
as new ilmns of expenditure. 'Phe piaymeut for drainage would he met by a eorre- 
spomling rediieliim in the normal outlay for proteetiim against the excessive rise of 
tlicNili ; tile amouni jiaiil for wafer, being in the nature of a wafer tax iqinn land 
now unpiodni tive, would In; eolleeted from that land and paid over to the Syndicate 
operating tho works. 

It i.s (d)\ious that no detailed scheme can he submitted to tho Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment until it has indicated the extent of the work which it desires .should he 
.neeomidished, and its own measure of jmriieipalion in the risks. 1 am not-willing to 
incur tho large ex])cnditiire inseparable from such an undertaking without some 
ussurauee that the request is made in good faith. 'I'he past not only liiniishes no 
eiii-oiiragenieni, hut is one eoiilimial warning. Practically, no assistance whatever 
lias been given to me, wiiile, both in aud out of the House of Cimimoiis, there has 
been 11 disposition t i take credit without adequate grounds, and put a measure of 
responsibility where it does not rightly fall. 

If the Egyptian Government will leave me the risk and share the profits, I am 
|)repared to eariy out my plans without delay. If the risk is redueed by definite 
assumption of liability for work actually perfonned under the supcrvisimi of the 
Depavtmeiit of Puhliv "M'orks, I should jiay less for the money lequired, and the work 
■would he proportionately cheaper. The cheapest way would he for the Egyptian 
Government to do tho work itself. Hut, in this event, not only would there he a 
possible financial eomplieatinn, but so long a period would elapse before the canal and 
lake could be completed, that tho loss of revemie Avouhl far exceed the saving in direct 
outlay. 

In round terms, tho following figures might serve as a basis for i-aleulation:— 

£ 

(n.) 'fotiil incrc'iiseil wcnltli of l-lnypt lifter (siiy) ten years .. .. lliu,0im,()00 

(i.) liirni.-cil revenui- in (say) I’silO ., ,, ,. .. J,500,000 

(/.) I’r. east 111 'worU ., .. .. .. .. 1,000,000 

;«-.) f'li-t I'!’ inaiiiteaniiec .. .. .. .. 20,000 

k.) Annual siilisiilv t’lir jH'Oti-eliiiii aj-aiiist Nile .. .. 50,000 

(/.) Aiaiu.il iMyiuent liir uiaNiiuum suiiply of 2,500,000,000 eubiu imtu- 

ul n.iur liming low Nile .. .. .. 25l!,00'5 

TI is precisely because the prujeet is ripe that I venture to suggest to your 
lAirdsliip the iiiipiirlauec of eimiimiiiii-atiiig with Sir Evelyn Haring, aud reque.stiug him 
to I'uriiish Her ^Majesty’s Giivemmeut with delliiite in format imi. It is uiidouhtedly 
true that very eoiisiderahle advantage would he gained by a primipt decision even 
now, aud that* the past delay would he justified or fnvg-otleii. 'I’lie very preparations, 
bowl ver, whieh I have made, will operate to the discredit of all eoneerued uiih'ss more 
energy is shown in the future than in liie pa-l. Ever\ ohjeeliou has been fiiliy 
considered. 

Leading articles in Arabic, Greek, Ereneli, and English hai'c excited warm 
local iiileresi in Egypt. ^ly elVorts in literary and seientille eirelcs, especially in 
T.iris an I '.'ieima, have not im’;. disarmed the-e who might have opposed the jirojcet. 
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l)ut have elicited strong expressions of earnest desire for the restoration of the great 
canals, and the consequent reeovei^ of historical documents similar to those ndiich 
at Vienna and Berlin liavc betted rather than gratilied the appetite. It would ho a 
presumption, of which i am incapable, to suggest in any detail the moral and political 
advantages which would attend the execution of this A\ork during as avcII as after its 
completion. 

It is due to Her Majesty’s Government, as well as to all Avho have any interest 
in the prosperity of Egypt, that the Egyptian Government should, without loss of 
time, make an explicit reply to both of the folloAving inquiries:— 

1. Arc the Reports, Tapers, and Maps of Colonel Western, Colonel Ardaglt, 
Captain Surtees, and Captain Brown accurate statements of fact, and trustwoilliy 
expression of opinion ? 

2 . What is being done to give effect to I lie recommendation of Sir C. Scott 
Moncrieff in 1885 to provide for an increased supply of water at the season of 
low Nile ? 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) COPE WIIITEHOLISE. 


No. GG. 

fVar OJfice to Foreiyn Office.—(Received October 21.) 

(Conlidential.) 

Sir, fVar Office, October 21, 1887. 

1 AM directed hy the Secretary of State for M'ar to forutird herewith, for the 
information of tho Marquis of Salisbury, a copy of a cypluw teh'gram dated Cairo, the 
20th instant, upon the subject of the further reduction of the force in Egypt, which 
has been received by Mr. Secretary Stanhope from the general officer commanding 
in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosuri' in No, GG, 

General Sir F. Stevenson to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 20, 1887, 12*20 p.m. 

YOITR letter 7tli October. 

Has res[)onsihjlity Connnandcr-in-cliier Arin\ of Occiqiarion Ihr defi'iice of 
Egyptian frontier and Sualvin ceased ? 

Iniportant_ ([ueslioii Egyptian Pinanco regarding Suakin makes it neeiissary to 
refer this (question. 

Sir E. Baring will comnmnicatc with tlie Toreign Olliee upon this subject. 

No. (i7. 

Colonial OJfice lo Forclejii OJfiie.—{Received October 2'2.) 

8 ir, Doirninij >^lreei, October 22, 1887. 

I AM directed hy Secretary Sir IT. Holland to transmit to yon, to he laid Ix'fois^ 
the Marquis of Salisbury, foi- such action thereon as he may hi' pleasi'd to take, 1 Ih‘ 
accompanying Petition addressed to Her Majesty hy tlirec of the Egyptian eviles » 
Ce\lon, which has liecn received through the Governor, logetherwith copies of tl.o 
letter in which the Petition was forwarih'd toliim,and ol' Sir Artliur (iordou’s eoverin.- 
despateli. 


I am, A<-. 

(Signed) 1!. U. .MEAHE. 
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Inclosuro 1 in No. 67. 

Governor Sir A. Gordon to Sir H. Holland. 

Sir, Nuwara Eliya, Ceylon, September Id, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a Petition addressed to Her Majesty thi* Queen by- 
three of ihe Egyptian exiles now residing hero. I also inclose a (*opy of the letter in. 
which that Petition was transmitted to mo hy them. 

1 willingly hear testimony, as requested, to the good conduct and discreet 
behaviour of the petitioners during their residence here. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. GORDON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 67. 

Yacoob Sarny, Ally Fehmy, and Mahmood Fehmy. 

May it please your Excellency, Alexandra Place, Cinnamon Gardens, Colombo, 

Sir, September 15, 1887. 

WE, tho Undersigned, heg leave to forward to your Excellency herewith a humble 
Petition signed and scaled hy us, addressed to Her Most Gracious IMajesty the Queen, 
and intended hy us to he laid at Her ^lajesty’s feet; and we heg most respectfully to 
request that it may please your Excellency graciously to transmit Hu* same to Her 
Majesty. 

Wo heg most earnestly that it may please your Excellency to say a word in our 
favour, in furtherance of the interests of the Petition. Your Excellency has known 
us and has had opportunities of knowing how* we have behaved in this island, in exile, 
since your Excellency assumed the Gov^ernment of this island. We fool sure that 
even a*^ word from your Excellency in om* favour will have considerable weight; nay, 
tho success of our Petition may depend in a great measure on your Excellency’s 
recommendation of us, referring to our Ijeliaviour in exile. 

We bog to submit to your Excellency that our mental sufferings and the mental 
sutferings of om poor wives and children during the five years wo have been in Ceylon 
have been very hitter; and but for tin* most kind and generous treatment vve have ever 
received from the Government, our sulTeriugs would have killed us. So long as life 
lasts wo <!an never forget the great kindness and condescending courtosy which your 
Excellency has shown us. In asking your E.xeelleney’s favour on the prosmit occasion, 
we bog your Excellency will forgive us for troubling your Exeellcney. We humbly 
ask your Excellency to speak to our character, «fcc., because there is no other source to 
which wo may go. AVc look upon your Excellency as onr ruler, and tlu' only 
personage that can sj)eak w'ith authority and advantage in onr behalf. We implore 
that it may please yonr Excellency to recommend us to Her Majesty vvith respect t(> 
onr behaviour in our exile. We heg your Excellency may look with an eye* ot 
commiseration on us, and our poor families who have been sharing with ns our 
misfortunes. 

AVe have lived contentedly in this island, hut wc could not avoid cherishing the 
ho])e that w(! may some day rctiu’ii to our nati\*c laud. Hope has been onr consolation, 
and addl'd to the most kind and generous treatment we have received in this island, l)as 
diminished our mental sufferings, ft is painful to think how many dear ones we as 
wi'll as onr poor wives have left in Egypt; the thought makes our life intolerable. We 
need not write at greater length. Your Excellency can eoneeivc the state of our 
feelings. We have now only to ask your Excellency that it may please your E.xeellency 
graciously to forward our humble lYtifion together with your Excellency s tes'timonial. 
of us. Wi; bcf'- this in onr uanu's as well as in the names of our wives and children. 

^ We arc, &c. 

(Seal) YACOOB SAMY. 

(Seal) ALLY FEHMY. 

(Seal MAHAIOOH FEHMY. 


[582] 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 67. 

Petition. 

[The literal translation of the Arabic Petition addressed to Her Majesty the 
Queen by Yacoob Sarny, Ally Fehray, and Mahamood Fehmy.] 

The most humble Petition— 

To Her Most Gracious Majesty Alexandrina Victoria, Queen of the TJnited 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and Empress of India, London. 

WE, some of the Egyptian exiles, Yacoob Sarny, Ally Fehmy, and Mahamood 
Pehmy, who put our signatures and seals, with our full hearts, to this humble 
Petition, at Colombo, Ceylon, beg leave to submit the following:— 

It is not a secret to your Majesty what has been happened to us by the great 
misfortune that we have been led to the sentence of death, but the help of Providence, 
and by His kindness caused your Majesty’s mercy, and the kindness of His Highness 
the Khedive have turned towards us, if rtot for all these our hones will he mouldering 
and we would he turned to dust, no doubt, that Almighty God will not put such 
mercy and kindness in the hearts of Ilis benevolent riders of this world, unless to 
save His servants from an ignominious death (lihc' ourselves). As this root of mercy 
has been planted in your ^lajcsty’s good heart, we have reason to approach to your 
Majesty, and asking to help us with such benevolence, favour, and mercy. 

With regard the liberation, it bad been phased tlis lliglmcss the Khedive’s 
Government to exercise the prerogative of mercy and pardon in favour of several 
liigh military officers, civilians, and many Chiefs of the country, who had been joined 
in the movement, as ourselves, Avhich was ended in our exile, and several of them have 
been re-employed in the service of the Egyptian Government; our number is com¬ 
paratively very small. 

Owing to our misfortune, we had a fall from our position in our own country, we 
have been lowered to the lowest depths of degradation ; wo Avere deprived of our rank, 
position, dignity, and property, and avc have been severed and torn away from our 
near and dear relations during the last five years in. place of our exile. They (our 
relations) have also taken a share with our misfovtune ; our children and wives have 
drank the same cup of misfortune, and under our great poverty avc must look after 
our other children and near and dear relations, Avhom we have left behind in our 
native country. 

We must gratefully confess that the assistance which has been rendered to us 
during our stay here (we have been lived in sufficient comfort and ease) by yom* 
Majesty’s Eepresentative, his Excellency the Honourahlc Arthur Gordon, and for 
such kindness, that avc could not forsake our good prayer to your Majesty and thanks 
to your Representative; hut we cannot disguise the truth that aa'b have always 
cherished the hope to retuni to our native country. With regard to our movement, 
conduct, and faithfulness during five years of our exiles in this country his Excellency, 
the present Governor, will be able to speak clearly on the subject; and we bog to add 
that we are holding the word of honour which we had pledged to the Government 
before our deportation to this island. 

Whatever may he the condition of the past misfortune, now we earnestly beg to 
prostrate ourselves before your glorious 'J’lirone and praying for your Majesty’s mercy 
to favour towards us and to our children and wives, so as to desire our recall to our 
native country, as we are all anxiously looking for your Majesty’s kindness so that 
we may be freed from the present wretched condition; and we pray that it please 
your Majesty graciously to command your Majesty’s noble Ministers to intercede for us 
with the Government of His Highness the Khedive in order to the securing of our 
pardon and to return to our country. 

Wc beg also most humbly to lay at the foot of your Majesty’s glorious Throne om* 
most solemn assurance that in our movement, in the present and the future, will always 
prove loyal and faithful and be obedient to all constituted authority, and, further, we 
pledge to carry out the above promise with our full hearts as long as there is life in 
our bodies. 

In conclusion, wc pray that Almighty God may prolong your Majesty's life and 
good health and peace of the world. 

We, your Majesty’s most humble servants, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

(Seal) YACOOB SAMY. 

(Seal) ALLY FEHMY. 

Colombo, September 15, 1887. (Seal) MAHAMOOD FEHMY. 
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No. 67*. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 297.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 22, 1887. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No. 470 of the 9th instant, and I approve 
the terms of the telegram which you sent to Colonel Kitchener informing him of the 
decision arrived at with regard to the opening of trade in the neighbourhood of 
Suakin, and instructing him to prepare and forward to you a complete scheme 
for permitting the resumption of trade with only such restrictions as may be necessary 
for Custom-house purposes. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 69*. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received October 24.) 

(No. 474.) 

My Lord, Valro, October 12,1887. 

WITH reference to my despateli No, 473 of the 10th instant, I have the honour 
to report to your Lordship that I have to-day received a telegram from IMr. Vice- 
Consul Simons at Suakin, informing me that Colonel Kitchener lias proclaimed Agig 
and all places north and south of the Berber road open to trade at the merchants’ risk. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


O* 
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No. 68. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Barina. 

(No. 298.) 1 j u y 

. Foreign Office, October 22, 1887. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 472 of the 10th instant, forwarding a copy 
of Colonel Sir C. Scott MoncriciFs Report on the work of the Irrigation Department 
in Egypt for the year 1880; and I have to state that Her Majesty’s Government have 
received with much satisfaction this account of the numerous improvements carried 
out by the Department in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 69. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 299.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 22, 1887. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a eopy of a letter from ilr. Cope M’^hitehouse,* 
calling attention to his sclieme for tlie utilization of the llai'an Basin in Egypt for the 
storage of fresli water, and submitting suggestions for carrying out the necessary 
works. 

T should be obliged if you would favour me with a Report upon Mr. Whitehouse's 
statements and inquiries. 

The inclosures in IMr. Vniitchousc’s letter are sent in original, and it is requested 
that they may be returned. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 70. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received October 24.) 

(No. 476. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cah'o, October 15, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a Memorandum on the public security of Egypt by 
Coles Pasha, Deputy Inspector-General of the C.airo Division. I have further the honour 
to inclose a Memorandum drawn up, at my special request, hy General Baker, on the 
subject of the number of European officers employed in the Egyptian police. 

Your Lordship will observe that there are at present fifty-seven European officers of 
all ranks employed in the Egyptian police, of whom twenty-seven arc English and thirty 
of other European nationalities. The number of English officers has recently been 
reduced by eight. 

It cannot he doubted that the efficiency of the police depends mainly on the 
employment of European officers. So far, also, as I have been able to judge, I should 
say that General Baker was quite right in stating that the English officers are more 
efficient than those of other nationalities. The total number employed, viz., fifty-seven, 
is really not very great when the requirements of the service arc considered. Still, I 
should say that if the case could be considered wholly on its own merits, some further 
slight reductions might he made, especially in the numbers of the non-English officers. 

The difficulties in the case of the reduction of English officials are practically less 
great, and are also of a different nature to those incurred in reducing the number of 
Europeans of otJier nationalities. It has never been the policy of successive Governments 
of Her Majesty to attach any political importance to the employment of Englishmen in 
subordinate places under the Egyptian Government. On the contrary, the English 
Government have always left the Egyptian Government free in such matters, and have 
not unfrequently warmly supported them in endeavouring to reduce the number of 
Europeans employed in the Egyptian service. What, however, has not unfrequently 
occurred is that when, as in the case of Colonel de Coetlogon, an inefficient officer 
whose .services arc no longer required is got rid of, his friends both in and out of 
Parliament take up his case and press his claims, either for continued employment or for 
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compensation. This pressure has, however, generally been resisted, and save for the 
fact that it causes a certain amount of trouble, I do not think that any great importance 
need be attached to it. 

The case of Europeans of other nationalities is very different. I do not think there 
is a single Consul-General in Cairo who would not regard the removal of one of his 
fellow countrymen from the Egyptian service as a quasi-political question. Many of 
them have frequently .spoken to me on the subject. The assistance and good-will of the 
different Consuls-General is so frequently required in Egypt, that the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment really cannot afford to run counter to their wishes on minor matters, to which they 
often attach a degree of importance quite out of proportion to the real merits of the 
case. I do not think, therefore, that it would he wise for General Baker to make any 
wholesale dismissal of foreign employes, but I should hope that, as occasion arose, it 
might be possible gradually to diminish their number,s. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 70. 

Memorandum on Public Security in Egypt. 

THE question of public security in Egypt is so important, and the results that have 
been attained in the last few years have boon so remarkable, that I think a short 
recapitulation of tlic general progress of this Department cannot fail to be interesting to 
Her Majesty’s Government. 

1 propose to deal with these results under the two headings of Economy and 
Efficiency. 

Economy. 

At the commencement of 1883 a regular police system was established in Egypt. 
Previously to that date public security, which was in a dc])lorable condition, had been 
maintained by methods unworthy of any civilized country. The old .system was entirely 
wiped away, and a new force created, 'flie wliole of its organization, ailministration. 
Regulations, &c., had to be undertaken ob initio. The necessary laws to give effect to 
police action had to be passed. The work was clearly one of considerable magnitude, 
and this force had to learn its police duties from tlie very commencement. 

£ K. 

* TIk’ Police and Gendarmerie Budget for the year 1H83 wa.s fixed at .. 3-12,lOH 

Subsequently tlic following additional sorui i - wnc added to the 

Police— £ E. 

Fire Brigade Service, co.sting .. .. .. 13,000 

Prisons ,. .. .. .. .. ,. 27,000 

Transjiort of prisnm'r« .. .. .. .. 1,500 

OiiM- .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,500 

--10,001) 

Total .. .. .. .. .. .. 388.10S 

On ttii> total such large-economics hiiM'hem cffccit'd lu the cour.'C ot these 
five years that the Budget of 1888, whilst still luaintaiiiing the same 
nuraher of iiien as in 1883 and with ^a^tly increased ettieieney. will 
amount to .. .. .. .. .. ,. .. 2 14,000 

Thus an ccoiioniy of .. .. .. .. .. .. 141,108 

jier aniuini, out (d a Budget of £ K. 388,108. h.r.' been etfeeted ; ami in 
the Budget of 1880 a further economy of .. .. .. .. ti.OOO 

or £ F-. 150,000 j)er iinnuin in all. 

1 have no hesitation in saying that this very .satisfactory result has been brought about 
tilmost entirely through the e.uTtiuii.'> of the Head-quarters and Divisional Staffs of tlic 
Department, and by tlie constant inspection, supervision, and control of expenditure 
exercised by the diii.sional .st.stem. But, netertheless. it has, 1 am aware, been urged 
that this Staff is costly. 'Phis can scarcely he argued reasonably when such large 
economies have resulted. Hut ilie idea is in Itself ahsolutely without foundation. On 
comparing the Stall' expenditure in Egypt with llial ol' the city and central divi.sion 
police, Bombay, 1 liiul the following results all in favour of Egypt;— 
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Bombay. | 

1 r . 

1 El(\ ])t. 

I’roportiou of Stall' cxpi-ndiUu-e to gciioral pay . 

About 

1 About 

Population .. .. 

0,088,319 

6,718.185 

Area .. .. ., ,. 

! Squart miles. 

Square miles. 

I 37,-187 

212,600 


Under these circumstances, I think that the Police Staff in Egypt cannot he consi¬ 
dered as excessive, and the general economical results obtained must be looked upon as 
extremely satisfactory. 

Efficiency, 

Public security in Egypt is now thoroughly assured. The police system is working 
smoothly and well, and there is a steady and con.stant improvement as officers and men 
become thoroughly convcr.sant with their duties. 1 append an interesting letter received 
from Coles Pasha, an Indian police officer of considerahle experience, from which it will 
be seen that he estimates the Egyptian ])olice as already .superior on most points to tlie 
Indian. When it is remembered for how' short a time the force has heen in existence, 
such rapid progress is very encouraging, 

'fhe system by which tlie police receives men from the Egyptian army when they 
have passed into the Army Reserve is working admirably', and conduces much to the 
efficiency of the force. 

INeept as regards the large number of eases of murder, the state of erinic in Egypt 
will eonipare most favourably with any country in Europe. It is far le^s than even in 
England and Wales. 'I'ho cases of murder are, however, dealt with so leniently, and 
capital punishment is so rare, that it is not surprising that this crime is comparatively 
more eommon than it should lie. 'There is in this respect a crying defect in the criminal 
law. Brigandage, whieli was the curse of Egypt in the olden days, and which in the 
early part of isS4 reached seventy cases in one month, has been almost entirely 
extirpated. 'I’lie old brigand bands have lieeii completely l)roken iqi. The noted Chiets, 
some oi’wliom it was proved liiul been guilty of o\er twenty murders, have been caught, 
tried, eondcinned, iuui oxeeuled. Some idea of the prevalence of this crime and o( the 
uumbi'rs ol these hands may he formed from the fact, that since 1883 102 brigands have 
been executed, and 1,100 eondenmod to various terms of imprisonment. The ordinary' 
criminal law would never have dealt efficiently with this scourge, but by the appoint¬ 
ment of brigandage Commi-sioiis in each province with the power of capital punislimcnt, 
if eonlirmed, ami by the determined action of the jxilieo, hrigaiulage has been erushed 
out. lu the last twelve moutlis only ten eases were reported, and nearly all these on 
examination pi’oved to l)e occasioned by feuds between villages, and were not ot the old 
type. 

As regards c-riinc in general, the appointment of police magistrates in each “ kism,” 
with power to deal with minor crimes (“' contraventions”), is w'orking well. 

The prison system is also steadily improving ; but the prisons ot Egypt are in a most 
defective state, and the rmances of the country will not allow of the c.xpenditure on them 
which is ahsolutely necessary. 

The File Brigade service is fairly carried out throughout the country, but the 
engines are iusutfieient and defective, and here again the low state ot Egyptian rnianee 
hampers necessary progress. 

On the whole, there can be no doubt that in the last two or three years the efficiency 
of the police force has steadily ami remarkably increased, and constant progress is 
maintained and will continue. 

As tliis has been combined with the very large economy already indicated, I think 
that Her Maje,sty’s Oovennuent will eon.sider the general results achieved a.s eminently 
stratifying. 

^ ” (Signed) V. BAKER, 

Inspvctor-Qenerid of Police. 

Cairo, October , H''!- 


P 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 70. 

Coles Pasha to Baker Pasha. 

Sir, Cairo, October 7, 1887. 

IN a conversation I had Avith you a few days ago regarding the relative qualifi¬ 
cations of chc police as organized in India (Hornbay) and Egypt, I observed that I 
thought in man}’ respects the Egyptian police were superior to the Indian. You 
evinced surprise, and stated you rvould be glad if I recorded my views on the subject. I 
now do so. 

2. The organization of a police force may be divided under the following heads:— 

(a.) Whence recruited. 

(6.) Discipline. 

(c.) Drill. 

(d.) Interior economy. 

(c.) Prevention and detection of crime. 

(d.) Records and statistics. 

I will compare the two forces under each of these heads separately. 

Whence recruited. 

3. The Indian police arc recruited by each Superintendent for his own charge. All 
recruits, with fen- exceptions, arc residents of the province in which they are to serve; 
all are A’olunteers, ami prior to enlisting in the police have had no military training 
whatsoever. In Egypt all arc conscripts, and come to the police after a certain number 
of years' training in the army: no man is allowed to serve in his own province. 

•4. H’heu [ came to Egypt I was convinced that one volunteer was ivortli any 
number of couhcripts, and that the volunteer system was the one sA.'^tem for a police force. 
Experience has proved to me that a conscript subject to military law soon finds out that 
good and intelligent service in the police will assist him much in obtaining his discharge 
or jji’omotion to the higher grades, whichever may be his choice; that his military 
training and four years' recorded character give him a great advantage over a volunteer 
recruit; that being away from his own province and beiougings makes him impartial 
to the public. 

Biseipline. 

5. It is most difficult to make any comparison between a conscript and volunteer 
force in the matter of disciiiline. In India everything is left to the Sujierintendent, who 
has the power of dismissal with loss of pension. In Egypt dismissal would be, of course, 
in the majority of cases, no punishment, and summary punishment is limited. All the 
graver olfences have, lliorel'oro, to lie tried by court-martial. 

(i. AAlien it was first decided that we should try all our police defaulters according 
to the procedure laid down by Englisli military law, not a few of us—myself amongst 
the number—pointed out Iioav absurd it was to expect Egyptian officers in distant 
provinces to comply with such elaborate Regulations. Wc foretold that the result would 
be a general breakdoivn of all court-martial cases, and great delay in the disposal of 
prisoners. 

7. Experience has shown that Ave Avere Avrong. Extracts from the Army Acts translated 
into Arabic, and General Orders on questions as they arose, have .sufficed in a very short 
time to teach Egyptian (dficers Aihal was expected of them. ‘SSummury of evidence” 
is now received. Ajqilicaiions for trial suhinitied and prisoners tried Avith little delay 
and few errors in procedure. The Indian system may be the most practical, hut I fancy 
if the police tliemselves Avere consulted they Avould prefer to be tried rather tlian he 
sumniaiily dealt with by any individual otlieer. AujIioav, there is no doubt that the 
Egyptian system requires of all officers considerably more knowledge of military hiAv 
than the Indian. 

Drill. 

8. The Indian recruit usually spends some .six months, sometimes le.ss, at the head¬ 
quarters, for instruction in drill: he is then transferred to some out-station, and never 
sees a drill sergeant again for years, if at all. The Egyptian with his army service 
starts thoroughly instructed, and one or tAVo parades a-week suffice to keep him up to a 
standard aaIucIi his Indian brother has never had the opportunity of attaining. 

Interior Economy. 

t). In a Report of this dcsciii lion, it Avill be impossible to enter into all the details 
of interior econoniA. It will suffice to say that as regards “pay and accounts” the 


Indian and Egyptian systems are almost identical. In both countries the entire force is 
paid monthly, and the 5th of each month sees the acquittance rolls Avith the Accountant- 
General. 

10. In India the Government grant on account of clothing suffices only for one 
cloth coat and tAvo pairs of trousers every tAvo years; all other articles, including summer 
clothing, have to be paid for by the men themselves, and a deduction is made from their 
pay on that account. In Egypt a policeman receives a very liberal supply of clothing 
and necessaries, incliuling even blacking for his loots, free; that is to say, he is alloAved 
the use of the same until they become unserviceable; they arc then returned to stores. 
The Clothing Regulations are based on the English Army Regulations, and the check and 
control exorcised by the Store Department is very severe. In the matter of clothing the 
Egyptian police are far in advance of the Indian. 

11. Again, as regards forage and saddlery, here all are furnished at the Government 
expense. 'Phis necessitates the keeping of detailed accounts at every station. In India 
the strength of the mounted police is very small, and in return for LO rupees per mensem 
a man not only has to furnish his own saddlery and forage, but a horse as Avell. The Indian 
system may he the most simple, hut there is no doubt as to Avhich requires the n.ost 
detailed organization. 

Prevention and Detection of Crime. 

12. Village inspections, night patrols, registration of suspects and convicted felons, 
and the many other details coming under the head of “ prevention ” Avhich are in force 
in India, have all been successiuhv iiitrodncod into Egypt. In the Delta the dense 
population and ea.sy railway ooinnumieation admit of the police being concentrated ; the 
•supervision, therefore, of ollicers over tlieir subordinates is much more effective tl)an in 
India, where the districts are so large that the majority of the police posts can he inspected 
only once a-year. 

15. Detective ability is not Avanting amongst Arabs, and Italians and Syrians appear 
to be specially gifted that was‘. Detection of crime, however, does not mean simply 
detective ability, and in the matter of sifting evidence, eliciting the truth from unAviiling 
Avitnesscs, fke., the Indian ollicer is far superior to the Egyptian. There is a good reason 
for this, and it Avill be referred to farther on. 

Records and Statistics. 

3 4. Here in Egypt the records kvpl by officers in charge of stations and provinces 
conqu’ise some 1 wenty registers in each otfice. All arc in proscribed term, and the greater 
number priiited. fi'lu' records relating to crime are much the same as in use in India it 
anything, moH' detailed. 'Phe registers relating to “duties” and “ interior economy ” 
are certainly more complete in Egypt. Notliwilhstaiuling this, Ave have never as yet been 
able to compile the elaborate statistics Avliieh are annually prepared in India; our Returns 
deal only Avith offences reported and arrests made. 

15. Tor this, as also for the Egyptian police officers’ inferiority in proeming and 
testing evidence (noted above), the judicial system appertaining to Egjpt is alone 
responsible. , ... 

IG. It may be said that, failing in these tAvo essentials, the Egyptian organization is 
but a’ shadow without substance; such is undoubtedly the view an English police officer 
Avouhl take. On the other hand, the meinhers of the “Parquet” and advocates ot the hrench 
system argue Unit the jireparation of such statistics is not a police duty. Tlicy hold also 
that it is tlu “.Inge d’Instriidion ” who is re,sponsible that evidence is sent forward 
in proper form, fi’he result is that once a ease lias liocu forwarded to the ‘ laiquet 
the police seldom hear more of it, and if the evidence breaks dmvn they are not in any 

Avay rc'-ponsihle. _ n • • i 

IT. Again, instead of as in India monthly sessions continuing till all criminal cases 
arc disposed of, wc have in Egypt Criiuinal (^ourts continually sitting, but taking months to 
dispose of cases. When disposed ot the .Iiidgmcnts are not coinnuinlcated to the police, 
and should they endeavour to ascertain the results they (the police) are credited Avith 
designs of criticizing the Avorking of the Tribunals. i ■ i 

18. Under the cireuiustances, can we e.\peeL the Egyptian otficer to be in such 
mattciAs o((Uiil to the liuliaii, avIio is personally responsible tor the evidence he produces, 
who conducts his own cases hetore, perliaps, the most intelligent magistracy in the avoiIu, 
and who is aware that negligence on Ids part Avill be most assuredly reported to his 

.superiors. . _ . , n i- 

1‘J. 1 think I have stated sufficient to show that if iii one respect the Egyptian 
standard is inferior to the Indian, it is not Uio fault of the police organization, and that 
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or 

*1, ^ progress made by the police, more especially the provincial, durinir the nast 

t^ee } ears, must 1 think, be apparent to all, but can only be thoroughly appreciated bv 

sokTand en'&tmi ‘J' f™” ‘>‘<=I “‘Wtate this grL improvement 

o 1} and entirely to constant inspections on a uniform system. The Insnection 

Eepoits, drawn up as they are in the form of questions, speak for themselves^ and I 

reacLtanything else the advanced state of organization which we have 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. E. COLES, 

Deputy Inspector-General, Cairo Division. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 70. 

Memorandum on European Officers of the Egyptian Police. 

(Confidential.) 

The/a™ 

Enu:lish— 

SujHTior 

Subordinate' .. " " ■’ , 

Italian, Austrian. &e. ,. *' ” ’ ' * '' * ‘ 

the European police for the towns of Cairo, Alexandria, and 
should he^“ L“^ ' e«„«idoral.tc „„„.I,or of European police offleers 

The number ot English officers has been considerably reduced in the current vear 
no less than e.gh posts haying been sup,,rcssed. But I cannot sec an> imlSe 
pmpect ot a further reduction w ithout the service suffering severely. The Eo-yptian 
officers Mork much better with the E.iglislunan than with the other European office?" 
and have a much higher respect for the former. ^ omcers, 

A certain number of the other Euroiiean post', might be suppressed, but such 
re action meets with an outcry on the part of the Consular authorities, ivhich the 
Egyptian Government finds it difficult to resist. 

Cairo, October 14, 1887. (Signed) V. BAKER. 


Geneeal Retuen showing Nationalities of the Police Force during the Second Quarter, 1887 
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No. 71. 

Sir E. Barmg to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received October 24.) 

(No. 479.) 

My Lord, ^ ^ Cairo, October 16, 1887. 

I HAVE tlie honour to inclose copies of letters addressed by the Khedive to the 
President of the Council and the Minister of the Interior, and published in the 
“ Journal OfliCicl,” on the subject of the distress caused by the exceptionally high 
Nile. 

I may mention that all the information I have received from independent sources 
since my I’cturn to Cairo is to the effect that the liigh Nile Avill be of great benefit 
to the country, and that any damage done is of an unimportant character. 

(Confidential.) 

I very much doubt whether there is any real necessity for an appeal to public 
charity or for the creation of any “ Comity de Bienfaisaiicc,” but the local authorities, 
having now become aware of the views entertained by the Egyptian Government, will 
probably make the most of whatever slight distress may exist. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 71. 

Extract from the Journal Officiel" of October 15, 1887. 

Communications adresse'es par Son AUesse le Khe'dive d leurs Excellences le President du 
Conseil et le Ministre de I'Interieur. 

A Son Excellence Nubar Pacha, President du Conseil des Ministres. 

Le Caire, le 11 Octobre, 1887 (23 Moharrem, 1305). 

VOUS n’ignorez pas combicn notre preoccupation etait grande par suite des 
proportions alarmantes de la cruc du Nil ct des uouvcllcs qui s’etaient repanducs sur 
ses ravages. Nous avons done cru devoir parcourir les provinces de la Basse- et deGa 
Ilauto-Egyptc pour nous rendro compte de visa de la situation reelle du pays. 

Ainsi que nous vous I’avons dit, a notre retour au Cairo, il resultc de nos 
constatations pcrsonnellcs quo soixanto villages out etc inondds et qu’h ce nombre, ce 
que nous avons appris, par Ics roquetes qui nous ont etc presentees, (4 certaincs 
informations, il faudrait ajoutcr environ cinquante-huit autres villages situes dans 
I’interieur des bassins et eloignes des rivages. 

Il ressort, d’autre part, des rapports que nous ont adresses les Moudirs, que les 
terrains cultives en mais et inoudes, ainsi que ceux dans Icsquels cette culture n’a pu 
etre faito par suite de I’elevation du Nil, representent une superficie de 76,000 feddans 
et que ceux cultivds en Cannes h sucre ct dgalemeut inondds representent 8,000 
feddans. Nous avons donnd, a cet dgard, aux Moudirs, des instructions vcrbales afin 
que des verifications soient opdrdes en vue de ddterminer rdteudue ('xacte des terres 
atteintes par I’inondation. 

Nous avons transmis ii notre Ministre de I’lntdrieur cos Ktats et indications, cn 
lui donnant I’ordrc do constitucr, sous sa prdsidcnce, un Comito do Bieufaisance auquel 
sera ddvolu le mandat de rdunir des socours pour venir cn aide aux mallicurcux 
inondds. 

Ces secours no pouvant toutefois rdpondre qu’a uu besoin urgent, i‘n sauvant 
raomentandment les inondds des dtreiiites de la faini, la situation des victiines exige 
toujours que notre GouvernenK'nt prenne (ai consideration leur dtat lamentable, et 
examine les mesurcs qu’il conviondrait d’adopter, pour les prdserver dc* maux plus 
grands encore. 

En attendant la nouvolle rdcolte, il y aurait lieu d’oxaminer la situation exacte 
do chaquo viotime et do lui a])[)liquor un traitoment c'u rappoi-t avoc sa situation. 

Nous vous donnons, en consequence, I’ordre de souiuettrc la question au Conseil 
des Ministres, ct d’en I'aire robjet d’une ddliberatiou couforindiuent a notre ddsir. 

(Sigud) MLHEMET TEWEIK. 
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A Son Excellence le Ministre de VInterieur, 

Le Caire, le 10 Octobre, 1887. 

Sous I’empire des sentiments do compassion que nous ins])ire le sort des 
malheureux, nous v^ous avons donnd I’ordro verbal de constituer au Ministdre de 
I’Interieur, sous notre patronage et sous votre presidenee, un Comitd de Bicnfaisance. 

Ce Comitd aura pour mission do rdunir et de disti'i))uer aux inondds des villages 
dc la Ilaute-Bgyptc dont les cultures “ nili ” ont etc detruites, les secours provenant des 
appels adressds cn leur favour a la charite publique. 

Notre desir dgalcmcnt cst que le Comite soit reprdsentd dans les provinces de la 
Hautc-EgyiAe 2 )ar des Commissions, prdsidees par les Moudirs, et dont les membres 
soient choisis, a raison d’un membre par district, parmi les Omdohs ou les Notables 
rdputds pour leur dquitd et la droiture dc leur caractere. 

^ Cos Commissions auroiit pour mandat de rdpartir d’une fagon dquitable entre les 
victimes de I’inondation les secours recueillis. 

Notre Aide-de-camp, Abd-ol-IIalim Bey Assem, est chargd de visiter les localitds 
dprouvdes, d’y contrdlcr les actes des Commissions et de voir si les secours sont 
equitablemcnt repartis. Il nous adrcsscra, au fur et a mesure dc ses observations, les 
rdsultats de sa surveillance. 

Pendant notre voyage dans la Hautc-Egyptc, nous avoiis constate que soixante 
villages avaient ete inondds ct que dans certains d’entre eux les habitations memo 
avaientete atteintes par les eaux ; des informations ct des suppliques nous ont appris, 
en outre, que les ravages do I’inondation s’etaient etendus a cinquante-huit autres 
villages, que lour dloignement dans les bassins et leur distance du fleuve nc nous ont 
pas permis do visiter. Il ressort, enfin, des Etats qui nous ont 6t6 remis par les 
Moudirs, que la supcrficic inondecj des terres plantecs dc mats, ct dc cellos dans 
lesquellcs cette culture n’a pu ctro faite par suite de la hauteur des eaux, doit etre 
evaluee approximativoment ii 75,000 feddans, auxqucls il taut ajoutcr environ 8,000 
feddans, plantes dc cannes a sucre. 

Hans Ic but d’etre fixe sur la conteuance exacte des terrains ravages, et du nombre 
des villages inondes, nous avons ordonne verbahmient a Ahmet Pacha Nachaat, ainsi 
qu’aux Moudirs, dc faire les recherches n4cessaires. 

Nous ddsirons quo le Comite de Bicnfaisance soit convoque dans le plus brcfddlai, 
afin de proceder sans retard a ces travaux, en reunissant des secours ct cn les faisant 
parvenir cn temps utile a lours infortunds destinataires. 

Confiant dans votre ztMo ct dans votre devouemont, nous vous transmettons cot 
ordre pour que vous lui donnicz la suite qu’il comporte. 

(Signd) MlHlfilMET TEWEIK. 


Les Moudirs ayant acquis notre confiance par le ddvouement qu’ils ont deployd 
pendant la periodc critique de I’inondation, nous avons tenu a co quo les Commissions 
des provinces fusseut instituecs sous leur presidenee, et nous esperons qu’ils s’acquit- 
tcront dc leur mission d’une maiiidrc satisfaisnutc. 


No. 72. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received October 25, 5 P.M.) 

(No. 221.) 

(Tolcgrapliic.) Cairo, October 25,1887, 4*15 P.M. 

EOLLOWING from Kitchener:— 

“ Messenger from Omdurman brought letter from Slatin. All well; unable to 
escape yet. Khalifa, at meeting of Ameers, ordered several expeditions against 
Abyssinia, Wady Haifa, and Suakiu. Ameers declared they could not fight. Khalifa 
killed three.” 
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No. 73. 

Board of Trade to Foreipi Office.—(Received October 26.) 

Sir, Board of Trade, London, October 25, 1887. 

I AM dii’ectecl by the Board of Trade to aeknowlcnlgi' the i‘ecei[)t of yoiu letter of 
the 10th ultimo, transmitting a printed copy of the Beport on the State raihvays of 
Egypt, drawn np by Major Mariiidiu and Mr. Earrer, and stating that the IMarquis of 
Salisbury would be glad to bo favoured with any observations or r('commendations 
which might be suggested to this Department by tlie perusal of the Beport. 

In reply, I am to state, for Lord Salisbury’s information, that tlic Board of Trade 
coircur in the conclusions arrived at in tins valuable and interesting Beport, and arc 
of opinion that it deals thoroughly and minutely ■with the circumstances attending a 
complicated question. 

In connection with this subjeel. Major iMarindin has addressed some ol)servations 
to this Department which be thought it unadvisable to touch iijion in his Report to 
the Egyptian Government, but which tlu' Hoard ofl’rade have instructed int' to bring 
under the notice of the Secretary of State. 

Major Marindin states that, had he been reporting to the British Government, he 
should have thought it right to say that, in In's opinion, the Egy})lian otllcials on the 
railways, especially in the Bermanent AVay Di'parlmeut, were not as yet fitted to be 
])laced in charge of districts unless under etlicitmt and constant supervision by 
E uro] )ean engineers. 

lie is disposed to thinh that the course recentl} adopted of placing all districts on 
the same footing b\ appointing Egyptian district engiu' ers to vacancies caust'd by 
the retirement of English engineers was a good one, inasmuch as tlu' fact of two 
adjoining districts being under the charge of two engineers of dilfer<'ut nationalities 
and witli ditlt'rent scal('s of jjay probably gave ris(' to considerable friction and dis¬ 
content; but that, on the other hand, the native Egyptian is, as a rule, too indolent, 
and, it is to be feared, too corrupt, to be intrustc'd with much res])onsibility, and 
requires to bo frequently looked after by some superior. 

iMajor ^Marindin has little doubt tbn1 the most satisfactory arrangement would bo 
to place all the districts under the charge of European pc'rnniiu'iit wa\ olhci'i's; but, 
recognizing that the adoption of such a coui'se would in\olve a v('i;\ considerable 
inerea''e of the present rates of pay, he has recommended in the Beport that the 
railways should be divided into two soction.s, in charge of divisional engijieers; and 
he is further of o])iniou (although this is not stated in tlu'B('])ort) that IIk'sc di\isional 
engineers should be Europeans, preierably Eiiglishmeii. 

These observations are from the railway point of view, and IMajof Marindin slates 
that his sole reason for recomnu'uding the emph)yiu('nt of Europeans in the pi'iucipal 
po>.ts is the hnjiossibility at ])r('sent of iinding Egyptians who arc titled to (lischarge 
the duties. 

i have, &c. 

(Signed) COUBTENAY BOYLE. 


No. 74. 

Sir E, Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury. —(Bee- irn/ October 26, 8 r.M.) 

(No. 225.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 2(5, 1887, o-20 n.Ai. 

NIJBAB PASHA has communicated to me a note in which, after dwelling on the 
necessity of not abandoning Suakin altogethci*, ho says that the Egyptian (Jovern- 
ment, on financial grounds, have decided to reduce the gaiTison from its present 
strength of 1,300 to 500 men. An annual sum of from 2,000/. to 3,000/. will be 
placed at the disposal of the Governor to subsidize the tribes. 

Any money necessary to improve the fortifications will be granted. An Egyptian 
ship will be stationed at Suakin. A hope is ex])ross('d that ller Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment will allow a ship (jI' war to remain there. An English oHicer to remain in 
-tjommand of the place. The note concludes by stating that the Egyptian Goternment 
would like to be informed of the views of Her Majesty’s Government. 

Sir F. Stephenson is opposed to the reduction, and is communicating his views 
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to the War Office. The Egyptian Government has considered a ^Memorandum 
embodying his views, but it has not altered their o])inion. 

Their principal contention is that Suakin is in no serious danger of attack, and 
that therefore, in vicAv of the great importance of reducing their expenditure, the 
garrison may be diminished. 

They meri'ly ivish to k(!ep the Egyptian flag flying, with a small force to prevent 
the place falling into the hands of any other Povmr. .iMy owm opinion is favourable 
to this vieiv. 

I think there are strong obj('ctIons to the proposal that Suakin should lie handed 
over entirely to the friendly tribi's of the neighbourhood. 

Grenfell thinks the force can bo reduced to 800 blacks and 40 mounted irregulars. 

Baker thinks the lorco ('an be, reduced to the ligure proposed by the Egyptian 
Government. 

I should be glad of an early reply. 


No. 75. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received by telegraph, October 26.) 

(No. 49(5. Ext. 225.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 26, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a letter from Nubar Pasha, 
transmitting a not(^ which be has prepared, copy of which is also inclosed, in which, 
after dwi'lling on the necessity of not abandoning Suakin, his Excellency stab's that 
the Egyptian Gov('rnment has, for fmamual reasons, decided to reduce the garrison to 
500 men, its .strength at the present moment bc'ing about 1,300men. lie also proposes 
to place a sum of from 2,000/. to 3,000/. annually at the disposal of tlm Governor wuth 
which to subsidize the trilx's in tlu' vicinity. The .Egyptian Government wall also 
provide any sum that may be necessmy in order to im])rove tin* fortifications, and wall 
station a sldp of Avar at Suakin. 

ho])e is also e.xpress('d that Ibn' .Majesty's Government, Avdll allow an Ihiglisli 
man-of-Avar to remain there;, and the Governor is to re'mabi an English officer as at 
present. 

Finally, his Excellency expresses a wash on the part of the Egyptian Government 
to be informed of the vi('ws of 11 (;r ^raj('sty’s Government, on the subject. 

G('noral Stcplu'nson, wdio is opposed to this reduction, has communicated his 
views to the 41411'Offu;!', and has also s('nt to the Egyjitian Gov'ernnient a Meniorandum 
embodying thes(' vii'ws. TIk' Egyptian (iovt'rnnu'nt has, howevt'r, not altered its 
opinion. 

'flu' ])rin('ipal contt'iition of the Egyptian Government is that there is no serious 
danger of .attack on Suakin, and that therefore, in view of the very great importance 
of reducing tin' expenditure, the garrison may safely be diminished. They nu'rely 
wish to keep tlu* Egy[)tiiin Hag tlying, and to ri'tain a small force in order to pr('V('nt 
the place falling into tin* hands of some other PoAver. 1 am myself in favour of this 
viewa 

Thi'i'c an' to my mind \'c'r\ strong objections to the proposal that Suakin should 
ho handed ovav ('iitirely to the neighbouring friendly tribes. 

General Greuh'll, copy of Avbose letter to Nubar kasha on this subject I have the 
honour to inelos(', is of opinion that the foi'co might safely be reduced to a battalion of 
800 blacks and some tO mounted irregulars. 

General Raker inforiiis nu'(h;it he considers ibc Ibree proposed by the Egyptian 
Government suHicieutly strong. 

1 venture to n'quest your Lordship to bivour nu' Avith an early expression of (he 
vicAVs of Her Majesty’s GovernuK'iit, on this subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 
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I 

Inclosure 1 in No. 75. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 76. 


Nubar Pasha to Sir E. Baring. 

her Sir Evelyn, Le Caire, le 21 Octobre, 1887. 

CI-INCLUS la, note en question relative a Soualcin ; j’ajoutc seulcment qu’elle a 
toute Fapprobation do Son Altcsse. 

Tout a vousj 

(Signe) N. NUBAR. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 75. 

Memorandum. 

SOUAKTN cst un port necossaire a TEgypte— 

1. An point do vue do la securite. 

Les ti'ihus qui orrent dans 0 ('s deserts desscr\ is par le port de Souakin s’etondcnt 
jusqu’aii Nil el la Province d’E.snch (d K('ne]i. Souakin abandonne par I’Kgyptc 
tombei'ait neeessairement eutre les mains d'une .mik' Pui^'.anee. Inutile de dire quc 
cela est dangercux, car les tribus qni ^’etendent jnsqu’a nos eonfins so trouveraient 
sous la coupe on 1’influence de la Puissance etablic' a Souakin. 

2. An point de vue commercial Souaki]i est neeessairc. C’est le port ct la portc 
du Soudan. II cst vrai qu’actucllement il u’y a pas di' eomnu'rca', mais il ne faut pas 
onblier quc Ic Soudan ('J’akka-S('nnar) esl nn pays de product ion avee une population 
apte a consomiuer et cousequemnicnt a produire ; ainsi, Ic Soudan pacific, cettc region 
founiiiu grandeinent son contingent an eomnu'ree. 

La situation financiere ctant doinuk', k* Clouverm'un'nt a reeberebe les inoyens les 
plus econoiniqiics lui perinettant de eon.server Souakin. 

En eon.sd(juoncc le Gouveruemcait a decide qut' d('s 1,300 lionimes qui so trouvent 
en garnison a Souakin, SOO liomnu's seraient retires t'l la garnison reduite a 400 ou 
500 lioinmes. Le Cominaudant dis])os('rait de ees 400 ou .'OO pour garder Tile et le 
fort qui commando I’eau-douce qni alimente la population. 

tine sonime de 2,000/. ou 3,000/. par an serait plaeee a la disposition du Com¬ 
mandant, qui emploierait cet argimt })our soudoyer les tribus amies et employer les 
homines de ces tribus dans le meilleur iuteret de la defense de la place ot dc la pacifi¬ 
cation du district. 

En outre, Ic Gouvernement pourrait mettre a sa disposition un vapour qui 
.stationiicrait dans la rade et ([ui serait une protection eflieaee. Le Gouvernement 
pense que dans ccs conditions Souakin no courrait pas dc dangc'rs ; on s('rait en ctat 
de les conjurer. Il en aurait em.'ore plus dc eerlitudt' si le Gouvernement dc 
Sa Majestc pouvait, si cela cst ])Ossible, lain' stationue\' dans la rade un de scs 
eroisem's. 

Le Tresor, dans ces conditions, realisera une economic notable. 

Quant au Commandant de la i’laee, le Gouvernement Egyptien est dccid6 a 
inaintmiir ou a nommer un otlicier dc Sa i\[aj('ste, et cela a cause de la situation 
delicate qni lui est crcee a I’egard du public par la question de resclavage. 

Avaut de donner les ordres pour la mise a execution dc ees incsures cconomiqucs, 
1(' Gouveian'inent Kgyptien, coimaissaut les iutercts du Gouvernement de Sa Maje.stc h 
Souakin, desire connaitre sa manicre de voir. 

Lc Caire, le 21 Octobre, 1887. 

N.B.—Il sc pourrait quo lc Commandant de Souakin croie devoir apporter dcs 
modifications au systimie actuel des fortifications exterieures dc Souakin,. Inutile do 
dire quo les fonds ncccssaires pour rexccution dt' ee'^ modilleations siuont mis a sa 
disjiosition. 


Major-General Sir F. Grenfell to Nubar Pasha. 


War Office, Cairo, October 26, 1887. 

WITH reference to the proposal to reduce ilie garrison of Suakin to 100 or 500 
men, and having perused the letter of the General Otficer commanding in Egypt, I 
would remark that I certainly agree with the General Officer commamling as to the 
various points that must be held to insure the safety of Suakin, viz., the Datu Eorts, 
Quarantine Island, the Caravans('rai, Avhich commands the causeway, and, in my 
opinion, a small work on the east of and opposite to the town. 

And to do this a much largm- force than 500 men is required. 

I think the proposition made by the GeiuTal Officer commanding, to leave the 
defence of the town to some Sheikh of the Eiacndlies with a subsidy, would be 
dangerous. 

The tribc'smcn arc Avild and lawk'S',; tlu'A arc a mixed lot of Amarars, Iladen- 
dowahs, and Suakinese, and, Avilkout a disciplined fore(' to k('ep them in check, they 
would pr(‘y on the Arab ami European merchants, and life and property Avoukl not be 
safe. 


Tlu'only solution lean see is 1o increase the black battalion now at Suakin to 
800 men; let this be a ei)in[)let(‘ corps, containing its own artilleiy, Transport Depart¬ 
ment, Ac.; let a small numbc'r of mounted irregulars, say, forty, bi* attached, and retain 
the present ])olicc and discipline company. 

With this force, f am of o[)inion that, Avitb an English and Egy])tian Avar-ship and 
a subsidy to I’rieudlies, the place might hr held, and no panic Avould ('iism' among the 
Arab and European merchants. 

The only other course, if the number 100 to 500 Averc adhered to, Avould be to 
retain the present native ))olicc force, and raise irrc'gulars up to 500 men and subsidize 
the Friendlies by payment of a certain .sum, the amount to be determined by the 
numbers enrolled. 

In this case, I expect that tin' Arab and European moi'chants would loaA'O the 
place and a panic AA’onld ensue ; bvit Avith the former proposal, reduction being ellocted 
gradually, many Avoukl ])robably remain. 

® ‘ (Sigiu'd) ik GRENFELL. 


No. 70. 

liar Office lo Foreign Office,—{Received October 27.) 

Office, October 27, 1887. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, lor the 
information of the Marquis of 8alisl)ury, tin* inclosed copies of telegrams Avith regard 
to allairs in Egypt. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) RALFII THOMPSON. 


inclosure 1 in No. 70. 

General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 26, 1887. 

MINE 10th Oetobtw. 

About 800 dervishes ad\amced ycstei'day to Haifa \illage, hut I'l'tic'ated to Khor 
Moussa oAving to lire advanced forts, followed by mounted troops and black battalion 
in support asscmibly Abkdt. IMouiitcd troops then fell back on black battalion, Avho 
di.spersed enemy. 

Dervishes now supposed to hold Alikeh in strength estimated at from 1,500 to 
2,000. Our loss, two men and four camels killed, one man Avounded. 
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Inelosure 2 in No. 76. 

General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegrapliic.) Cairo, October 26,1887, 3-30 p.m. 

MINE 20th October. 

Egypt now proposes redncing Suakin garrison to 400 or 500 men, and granting 
Governor 2,000L or 3,000/. to subsidize friendlies and employ them in defence of town 
and pacifying district. One Egyptian and one English man-of-war assisting defence. 
Have replied that present relations with hostile tribes do not justify reduction. 
Force too small; isolated. No support whatever available from Egypt. 

Egypt Government very urgent to effect this economy. Financial difficulty 
great. 

Will Her Majesty’s Government sanction reduction as an experiment ? 
Correspondence by post. 

Baring wires to Foreign Office. 


No. 77. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received October 27, 3'10 p.M.) 

(No. 226.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 27, 1887, 2‘5 p.m. 

MY telegram No. 225. 

Military authorities consider that the news from Wady Haifa renders it necessary 
to reinforce frontier. It has therefore been decided to order black battalion now at 
Suakin to proceed to Assouan by Kosseir and Kcneh. Egyptian battalion at 
Alexandria Avill also he sent up the Nile. 

This virtually settles the question of SuaLiii reduction. No serious movement 
on the part of the dervishes is, I believe, to bo anticipated, hut to prevent a panics, 
reinforcement is a wise measure of precaution. 

Immediate eifect on tlu^ llnanees will not 1)(' important. Question whether 
battalion withdrawn from Suakin can he eventually reduced must he reserved for 
subsequent consideration. 

I do not think that at present there is any necessity whatever to send English 
troops up the Nib', or to make any change in the arrangements about reducing the 
English garrison. 


No. 78. 

JVar Office to Foreign Office.—{Received October 28.) 

Sir, ITflr Office, October 28, 1887. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for tlio 
information of the Marquis of Salisbury, the inclosed copies of a telegram with regard 
to affairs in Eyypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 78. 

General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 27, 1887, 3'10 p.M. 

MINE, 26th. 

Chermsido wires from Haifa that upwards of 4,000 enemies are in that neighhour- 
hooil. ]\Iain body at Gcrnal. Attitude aggressiva*. Enemy appear .also to intend 
moving by desert, east of Assouan. Humour not yet confirmed. 

Abdullah apparently making effort to mairrtain authority by threatening frontier. 
Humoured to have assembled Ameers, but they refuse to fight. Three were executed. 
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No. 77*. 


Si 


r E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.— {Received by telegraph, October 27.) 


(No. 497. Ext. 226.) 27, 1887. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 196 of yesterday, I hav.> th.Jionour 1o 
\\ xxxi ^ Qiitliorilios til*' HOWS tvoiH ^ Hcly Uiiltti 

,oport that, m the tl?, ("A cloci.io. has tlUfo.;,- 

renders It necessaiy tha Inttalion now a1 Suakin to proceed via Kossiur 

Frt’oi-.... 

garrison be made. j 

iSigned) E. BARING. 


H* 
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rcmaindc'r unprisoiu-d, hui Hu'.si' wlnj promised to figlit weii' released, and tlieir 
property and women retained as liostages. 

Cln'i'T)] de requires reinforeement. Sirdar makijig' necessary arrangements, but 
non requires reinoTal of black battalions from Suakin for this purpose. Do you 
approve ? 

See mine of yesterday. 


No. 79. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Barinq. 

(No. 111.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 29, 1887, 3 P.M. 

YOUll telegrams Nos. 225 and 220. 

Her IMajesty’s Govei'inneut approve reduction of Suakin garrisoji, which has 
already been praetiee.ll;, r'lVcp'd Py the transfer of bJaek battalion to Assouan. 


No. 'sO. 

The Martjvh of SnliOjui!i to Sir E. Baring- 

(No. 303. lixt. 141.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 29, 18H7. 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 225 of the 20th instant, stating that the 
Egyptiair Goverumcjit have decided, on fuianeial grounds, to reduce the garrison of 
Suakin from 1,300 to 500 Jiien; and T have to inform you that thi^ pro])Osal is ap])rovcd 
by 11(T ]\rajcst^\’s Government. 

It appears from your subsequent telegram No. 220 of the 27fl) instant tliat the 
scheme has already bc!'ii practically carried into ell'eet by the transfer of the black 
battalion at Suakin to Assouan. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALlSHUllY. 


No. 81. 

Sir E. Daring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received October 31.) 

(No. 483.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 18, 1887. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that, in the course of conversation with the 
Khedive a ferv days ago, 1 mentioned to llis Ilighne.ss that I had reason to believe 
that g'reat discontent existed among the Jlussulman community on the subject of the 
admini.stration of ihe IVakfs. T'his discontent is, 1 believe, greatly due to the 
dismissal of a large number t)f em[)loyes [>y the recent ly-appoinled Director-General, 
Osman Ghaleb Easha. There is, however, also a strong feeling amongst respectable 
Mussulmans that the funds of the AV'akf arc mal-administered, and that the money is 
frequently applied to improper objects. I told llis Highness that the AYakf was a 
Department so intimately eonueeted with Mohammedan religious institutions that 
there could, of course, be no question of any iuterfcrenei> ot Europeans in its 
administration. I added that 1 thought it would bt' a matter of satisfaction to the 
Mussulman communiiy if His Highne.ss would look into the question himself. Tlu' 
Kliedive cnth’ely agreed in these vicAvs, and I observed with satisfaction, from the 
inclosed extract from the official journal, that a Commission has been appointed, 
under the presidency of the Klu-dive, to inquire into the matter. 

(Confidential.) 

I take this opportunity of mentioning that, from what I have myself observed and 
from what I hear from others, the Khedive has recently shoAAm a greater disposition 
than heretofore to take an active part in the administration of the various Depart¬ 
ments of the Government. I propose to do all in my power to encourage this 
disposition. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BAKING. 
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Inclosurc in No. 81. 

Extract from the "Journal Officicl” of October 17, 1887. 

EN me cl’61aborer un rftglemcnt pour VAdministration des Wakfs, Son Altesse 
le Klmdiye viont do constitucr, sous Ic titrc do “ Consoil Supdrieur dcs Wakfs,” une 
Commission qui, plaodo sous sa pvesidoneo, ('st oomposdc do: 

Lc Grand Cadi, lo Grand ]\rufti, Ch('ik-ol-Baunah, lo Chcik de la mosquce 
d’El-Azkar, lcurs_ Excollcncos Sahct Taolia, Chef du Cahim-t d(' Son Altcssc; Osman 
Paoha Glialel), T)iroetour-Gdndral dos Wakfs, ot 1(' ^Mufti do ectto Administration. 

Le Conseil Supdriour a tonu liicr, a 2 heiires et domie dc I’aprds-midi, prdsidee 
par Son Altossc to Khddivo, sa premidre sdanco au Palais d’Ahdinc. 


No. 82. 

N/r E. Bariny to the Marquis of tSalisburij.- -{Beceived October 31.) 

(No. 193.) 

My Lord, ^ Cairo, October 24, 1887. 

TITE question of the reduetion of the Suakin garrison has recently been under 
consideration here. 

After some verbal discussions Nubar Pasha communicated to me a note, in which 
he stated that the Egyptian Government wislu'd to reduce the garrison to about 500 
men. T sent this note to Sir Erodorick Stephenson, who, in reply, has communicated 
to me a Ifomorandum pointing out the objections to tlu* proposed reduction. 

Nubar Pasha in his note requested me to communicate the views of the Egyptian 
Government to your Lordship. T thought, however, that, before doing so, it was 
desirable that the Khedive and his advisors should have a further opportunity of 
eonsid('ring Sir P'. Stephenson’s arguments, and of informing me whether those 
arguiiK'uts in any way modified their own views. 

Nubar Pasha entirely eoncurrc'd in this view, and has requested me to postpone 
the communication of liis note to your Lordship for a day or two. 

I hope to be able to send all the correspondcuee to your Lordship by next mail, 
and r shall probably have occasion to telegraph bcfoia'. this despatch reaches London. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 83. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E, Baring. 

(No. 307.) 

Sir, ^ Foreifju Office, November 1, 1887» 

1 'I’RANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a letter from the Board of Trade on 
the subject of th(‘ Report drawn up by Major Marindin and Mr. Earrer on the 
Egyptian State railways.* 

It will bo seen that the Board concur in the eonclusions of tlie Report which they 
consider deals tlioi-oughly and minutely with the (juestiou. 

Major -Ifarindiu lias, however, addressed some further remarks to (lie Board, 
which he ihought it iiuadvisalde to touch upon in his Report to the Egyjitian Govern¬ 
ment. They relate chiefly to the necessity for thi* ('inployment of Europeans as 
district or divisional engineers in vie^v of the iuefliciency of Egyptian railway olficials, 
whom he regards as unfittc'd to bo placed in charge of districts, unless under proper 
and constant supervision by European engineers. 

I shall be glad to bo favoured with any observations which you may have to 
offer on these suggestions. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


* \o. 73. 


i 
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No. 81*. 


Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received October 31.) 

(No. 487.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 21,1887. 

lYITH reference to my despatch No. 474 of the 12th instant, I have the 
honour to inclose a copy of Colonel Kitchener’s Proclamation opening Agig and 
all places north and south of the Berber road to trade. 

Colonel Kitchener has informed Mr. Simou^, British Vice-Consul at Suakin, that 
he intends opening the port of Ifalaib to trade, and that persons will also be permitted 
to trade with Sheikh Burghut under special permi^sion. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 81*. 


1 






Proclamations by Colonel Kitchener. 


(No. 1.) 

(Translation.) 

To the Chief of Police, &c. 

REFERRING to my Proclamation of the 20tli April last, advising the readiness 
of the Government to accept the Petitions of merchants desirous of sending 
merchandize to Berber and all jilacos uoidh of the Berber I’oad, according to the 
stipulated conditions, I now supiilement the original Proclamation with the 
following:— 

The Government are prepared to promptly accept the Petitions of persons 
desirous of sending merchaudi/.e to Berber and to all places tiorth and south of the 
Berber road, on the distinct understanding that the Government arc not responsible 
for anything that may occur to the miTchants, their omployAs, or their property when 
once clear of the walls of Suakin; ncvcrfhclcs‘^, whosoever wishes to send goods to 
Berber or to places north and south of the Berber road have only to petition the 
Governor, stating the quantity and description of the goods to be forwarded, when a 
pass will be given accordingly, without the ni'ccssity of guarantei'j but in the event 
of suspected persons cndeav'ouring to leave the town of Suakiii with a consignment 
of goods, the police have the right and power to stop the said suspected person 
at the gates. 

To be proclaimed generally by the Chief of the Police. 

(Signed) H. H. KITCHENER, 

Governor-General of the Red Sea Litoral. 

Suakin, October 11, 1887. 
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(No. 2.) 

You arc directed to inform the merchants of the town of Suakin that the 
Government are prepared to receive Petitions from those desirous of trading betw'een 
this and the port of Agig, on the understandiug that merchandize forwarded hence 
is both here, and at Agig, uudei’ the jurisdiction of tlie Custom-house, and are not 
prohibited articles, such as arms, ammunition, &c. 

Should any prohibited articles he found in the dhows proceeding hence to Agig, 
the cargo W'ill be confiscated by the Government, and the crew of the dhow and 
those implicated will be tried by court-martial. Tlu- Government have the right of 
searching all dhows proceeding hence to Agig. 

The Government do not hold themselves responsible for any harm, damage, or 
interference that may occur to the merchandize, dhoAVs, or persons engaged in the 

trade in question. .... j 

A copy of this Proclamation has been forwarded to Agig for the lulormatiou and 
guidance of the Mamour of that port. 

^ (Signed) n. U. KITCHENER, 

Governor-General of the Red Sea Litoral. 


S« 


B 






Suakin, October 11, 1887. 
[582] 
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No. 85*. 

The London Chamber of Commerce to the Marquis of Salishuri /.— (Received November 4.) 

My Lord, Rololpk House, Eastcheap, London, Novend)er 2, 1887. 

T HAVE the honour to inform jour Lordsliip that the question of opening up trade 
with the Soudan through Suakin and the adjacent tribal ports of the Egj))tian Red Sea 
Littoral ha.'? engaged the attention of many influential member.s of this Chamber and 
others in association with them. 

Such a trade, if opened up, would \ery largely contribute to the pacification and 
material de\clopment of the Soudan; but, in vien of the hitherto unsettled condition of the 
country, any new enterprise would necessarily be attended with considerable risk. From 
the point of \iew' of British trade, however, the importance of obtaining unrestricted 
access to such a district—possessing, as it does, rich and varied natural resources, and 
aflbrding an o-xtensive new market for Britisli goods—must be admitted; and your 
Lordship will therefore realize the desirability of merchants and others interested being 
able, if possible, to obtain precise informaliou as to the intentions of Her Majesty’s 
Government in opening, and keeping open, these ports for trade both by land and .sea. 
Under existing conditions, it is equally important that those engaged in legitimate trade 
with the Soudanese tribes should have an assurance that they may rely upon the good 
offices of the Representatives of Her IMajesty’.s Government at Suakin. 

f am re.spectfully to ask your Lordship to favour the Chamber with any information 
whieh may beat upon these subjects, and which your Lordship may be pleased to place at 
the disposal of those interested through the medium of this Chamber. 

I am, &c. 

C^igned) IvENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary, 
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No. 84. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 310.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 1, 1887. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 483 of the ISth ultimo, informing mo of a 
conversation you had had with the Khedive relative to the discontent existing among 
the Mnssulman community in regard to the administration of the Wakfs, and of the 
consequent appointmciil of a Cmnmission to inquire into the matter. 

Her Majesty’,s Government approve the language which you held to His Highness 
on this subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 85. 

War Office lo Foreign Office.—(Received November 3.) 

Sir, War Office, November 2, 1887. 

I AM directed hy the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Marquis of Salishmy, th(' inclosed copy of a telegram which has 
been received fronr the General Officer commanding in Egypt ^vitli regard to affairs in 
that country. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Tnclosure in No. 85, 

General Sir F. !<trphensor to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 2, 1887. 

CllERMSTDE reports 5,000 to 5,500 fighting dervishes under thirteen Ameers 
between Dongola and Wady Haifa; ton of these Ameers at enemy’s bead-quarters at 
Sarras, where arc some 2,500 fighting dorvislios. 

Enemy’s base advanced from Dongola to Firkct, where Bcit-el-Mal irow 
established. 


No. 86. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 5, 3’3() p.m.) 


(No. 00. Secret.) 

(Telographie.) Constantinople, November 5, 1887, 1‘20 p.m. 

ERENCH Ambassador, since his return, is reported as holding language to induce 
people to believe that liis Government is exei'ting itself to accelerate tlio evacua¬ 
tion of Egypt hy us, and that tlie IMinistcr for Foreign Affairs at Paris is sanguine on 
this point, and his Excellency and his Russian colleague are thus seeking to keep up 
their influence with the Porte. 


No. 87. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 7.) 

(No. 499. Secret.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 29, 1887. 

MaIiOMED BEY RAM, who, your Lvwdship will rememher, visited London last 
summer, called on me this moniing. In the course of 'conversation he told mo that 
M. Villet, Avho is, I believe, Under-Secretary of State in the French Financial Depart¬ 
ment, was an old acquaintance of his who had hofrionded him in Tunis. Whilst in Paris 
M. Villet told him that the English would leave Egypt soon, and that on their 
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departure the French were determined to take steps which would result in the return 
of Ismail Pasha. 

Mahomed Beyram is a Tunisian, and is bitterly hostile to the French; but I have 
always found him truthful, and I should think it not improbable that M. Villct did 
say something of this sort. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BABING. 


No. 88. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received November 7.) 

(No. 605.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 30, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 283 of the llth instant. 

I observed that the Circular inclosed in Mr. Portal’s despatch No. 388 of the 
12th July was not signed by any British subjects. Before addressing your Lordship, 
therefore, I thought it desirable to ascertain, through Mr. Cookson, the views of the 
leading members of the English community at iVlexandria on the subject. These 
views have now been eommunieated to me in the shape of remarks on a Decree 
drafted two or three years ago by IMr. Clifford Lloyd, with the object of creating a 
Municipality at Alexandria. The observations sent to me by Mr. Cookson will 
probably be of great use at a later stage of the proceedings, but it is perhaps unneces¬ 
sary that I should communieate them in full to your Lordship at present, as they deal 
mostly with the details of tlu' jn'ojeet. Generally, I may say that the British commu¬ 
nity would welcome the creation of a Municipality. Their views, therefore, are in 
general accord with the Circular inclosed in Mr. Portal’s despatch, but they add this 
rather important proviso: “ that they arc unanimously of opinion that, however 
desirable the creation of a IVIunicipality may be, any scheme which involves directly 
or indirectly an increase of taxation will meet with universal o\)position, the more 
especially as it is almost certain that the revenue derived from the Hoad Commission 
will cease on the 16th March, 1888.” 

The Hoad Commission, I may observe, is a representative body of merchants, who 
for the last few years have imposed certain taxes at Alexandria, which arc voluntarily 
paid, and the proceeds of which are devoted to keeping th(' stre^ets in repair, &c. 

I have also spoken to Nubar Pasha on this subject. I found him strongly in 
favour of creating a Municijiality at Alexandria. Ilis Excellency attaches especial 
importance as a matter of principle to obtaining from the Powers their assent to the 
proposal that the Municipality should have the right of imposing taxes. 

Sir E. Vincent is also in favour of creating a Muniinpality at Alexandria. In 
fact, a proposal of this nature formed part of the general plan which he submitted to 
the Egyptian Government a short time ago in connection with the financial arrange¬ 
ments of 1888. I have been unable to discuss the matter with Sir E. Vincent since 
the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch under reply, as lie has unfortunately been 
detained at Alexandria through illness. 

So far, therefore, as the pi’inciple is concerned there is a tolerably general agree¬ 
ment of opinion. The main difficulty I anticipate is in connection with the financial 
arrangements necessary to give effect to the jiroposal contained in the Circular. 

Your Lordship will have observed from the remarks submitted to me by the 
British community that they would object to any increase of taxation, and farther, 
they look to a relief of taxation by the abolition of the dues heretofore voluntarily 
paid to the Road Commission. These views are jirobably shared by Europeans of 
other nationalities resident in Alexandria. On the other hand, the embarrassed state 
of the Egyptian finances will not permit the Egyptian Government to incur any large 
extra expenditure, or to sacrifice any revenue, unless they can recoup themselves by 
the adoption of other fiscal measures to make good the loss of money. Much therefore 
depends on the view taken by the Egyptian Government on the general programme 
for 1888 submitted to them by Sir E. Vincent, and now under their consideration. 
I cannot say anything voiy definite on this subject as yet, as the discussion has been, 
delayed pending Sir E. Vincent’s recovery from illness. 

There are two points of somewhat important detail on which I should wish to 
add some observations. 
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Nn. 00*. 

/ ' w Lu)u!()u Chi'inhfr nf Commerce. 

FineUpi Scveinber 8 , 18 ^ 7 . 

I dinvted by iI;l'-M ar(iui^ »1 Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
!»‘ttci' of the 2iid instant on tlie subjeel of trade willi the Soudan, and in reply to your 
inquiries, T am t., itr tlmt i' li b>'en d-cided by the Egyptian Governmont to open 
trade fully at Suakim with - tily such restrictions as are intee^sary for eustomdiouM; 
purposes, and to })reveitt the iniportation of arms and ammunition. Such trade m 'd, 
however, bi‘ carried on at the merchants’ own risk. 

South of Has Kasav the coast of the Red Sea is under the surveillance ol^ tlie 
Italian ;iuthoriti('s, who have expressed the intention of ojteninir a port at laslai, 
wliert' trade will be allowed under tlie same conditions. 

I am to add that British merchants may, as a matter ol eourse, count upon the 
good otnees of JI('r Majesty’s Rcpri'si'iitatives in hgypt in all matters connected witli 
tlu'ir business in so far as oflleial assistance can properly he afforded to them. 

V copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, 
forwarding the Proclamation issued by Colonel Ivitehencr, opening Agig and all places 
uovtli ulul ^outli lioud to ti'iido, is inclosed lor llic inforinfttiou ol jour 

Chamber.* 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


[5H2] 
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• No. 8 i«, 


Youv Lonlsliiii will observe that in tlic' Circular imosei m Tbe 

Itisproiiose,! that tl.e Municipal Corporation should consist mem^^ ^ 

British community think, and I am inclined o ^ ^ workin" body. They 

Lmhcr would be inconvenient, and constitute an inefficient woiKin^ y 

propose to limit the number to should consist of tlirec-fourths 

The Circular also proposes that discussion some 

Europeans and onc-fourtli Egyptians. When us p j - (riviug a propon- 

twoor three years ago, Nubar that he is prepared to withdraw 

what excessive, tlirecHUtlis and twoffifths would peidiaps 

These and other the 

discussion. For the present it will le certain powers of taxation, may 

native, at Alexandria. woV-m-rio the assistance and co-opera- 

I need hardly add that I should very gl lly about a fair 

tion of my German colleague ^ ^ the E-yptian Govcrnincut and the 

compromise on those points on winch s ot t c 

European community at Alexandria arc like y ■ ^ 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 89. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

^ Foreign Office, November 7,1887,1’25 I’.ii. 

YOUR telegram No. 90 of 5tli instant. understand that the 

in Egypt. ___ 


No. 90. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

(No. 260. Confidential. Ext. 130.) November 7.1887. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s telegram No tffi ^th mshint, 

informino- me of the language recently held by the iicncii Amoassaaoi 

nople with regard to the of Egypt ly ^J^tcgrapli^t'^rat it would be as well, 

I have to-day miormed your ^^^En y, y w the Porte clearly understand 
if an opportunity to do so occurs, that Rrench Government respecting 

that tlm Agreement which has of the Wish 

the Suez Canal will m no way affect the question 

occupation of Egypt. j 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. 91. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received November 9.) 

(No. 445.) 

My Lord, Paris, November 8, 1887. 

M. PLOURENS begged me to inform your Lordsbip that he proposed to appoint 
Comte d’Aubigny to replace Comte d’Aunay as Erencli Agent at Cairo. 

He trusted the choice would be agreeable to Her Majesty’s Government; indeed, 
he had in great measure made the choice with that view, as he considered that 
M. d’Aubigny, having some experience of England, and being known as he bdieved 
favourably in his official capacity there, would be likely to work well with his English 
colleague, and he hoped the latter would work well also with M. d’Aubigny. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 92. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Baron von Plessen. 

M. le Charge d’Affaires, Foreign Office, November 9, 1887. 

WITH refercuco to the inquiry made by you la^t month as to the vicAV taken by 
Her [Majesty’s Government of the scheme suhnritted by certain European residents at 
Alexandria for the establishment of a Municipality for that city, I have the honour to 
state that Her Majesty’s Government ai'e not opposed in pi’inciple to the creation of a 
Municipality for Alexandria. There are, however, many points of detail which 
present difficulties and require careful consideration. 

Her [Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt will gladly Avclcomc the 
assistance and co-operation of his German colleague in this matter, and especially in 
bringing about a fair compromise on those points on which the views of the Egyptian 
Government and the Eui-o[)ea7i co?u?nunity at Ah'xandria may possibly conflict. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 93. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—{Received November 10.) 

Sir, War Office, November 10, ]887. 

I AM directed by the Secrcttiry of State for War to forward to you, for tiie 
information of the Marquis of Salisljury, the inclosed i-opies of correspondence which 
have been received from the General Officer commanding in Egypt udth regard to 
affairs in that country. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure 1 iu No. 93. 

Memorandum. 

SOU AKIN est un port ndcossairc a I’Egypte— 

1. Au point de vue do la securite. 

Les tribus qui errent dans deserts desservis par le port de Souakin s’etendent 
jusqu’au Nil et la Province d’Esiudv et de lv(meh. Souakin abandonne par I’Kgypte 
tomberait ndeessairement entre les mains d’line autre Puissance. Inutile de dire que 
cela est dnngereux, car les trihus qui s’etemdent jusqu’a nos eontins so trouveraient 
sous le coup ou I’inlluence de la Puissance etablie ii Souakin. 

2. Au point de vue commt'reial Souakin est uecc's-iaire : e’est le port ct la porte du 
Soudan. II est \Tai qu’actuellement il n’y a pas de commerce, mais il ne faut pas 
oublior quo le Soudan (Takka-Scnuai') r d ‘n pays do production avee une population. 
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apte it consommer ct consdquemment it produire; ainsi, le Soudan pacific, cette region 
foumira grandement son contingent au commerce. 

La situation financictre etant donnec, le Gouverncment a recherchd les moyens les 
plus economiques lui permettant do conserver Souakin. 

En consequence, le Gouverncment a decide quo des 1,300 hommes qui sc trouvent 
en garnison ii Souakin, 800 hommes scraient retires ct la garnison reduitc a 400 ou 
500 hommes. Le Commandant disposcrait do ces 400 ou 500 hommes pour gardcr 
Pile et le fort qui commando I’cau-douco qui aliraeuto la population. 

Une sorame de 2,000/. ou 3,000/. serait placeo a la disposition du Commandant, qui 
emploierait cet argent pour soudoyer les tribus amics et employer les hommes do cos 
tribus dans le meilleur interet do la defense do la place et do la pacification du 
district. 

En outre, le Gouverncment pourrait mettre a sa disposition un vapour qui 
stationnerait dans la radc, cc qui serait une protection cfficacc. Le Gfmvernement 
pense que dans ces conditions, Souakin ne courrait pas do dangers ou serait en etat de 
les conjurer. Il en aurait encore plus de certitude si le Gouverncment de Sa Majestd 
pouvait, si cela est possible, fairc stationner dans la radc un de scs croiseurs. 

Le 'firdsor dans ces conditions realisera une dconomio notable. 

Quant au Commandant do la Place, le Gouverncment Egypticn est ddeidd ^ 
maint(‘nir ou a nommer un officier de Sa [Majeste et cela a cause de la situation 
ddlicate qui lui est erdde a I’dgard du public par la question de I’esclavagc.^ 

Avant de donner des ordres pour la mise a cxdcution do ces mcsurcs deonomiques 
le Gouverncment Egypticn connaissant les intdrets du Gouvernemciit de Sa [Majeste 
a Souakin, dd'-'irc connaitre sa manierc do voir. 

Miiiistere des Affnires Etrangeres, 

Le Caire, le 21 Octobre, 1887. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 93. 

Reply to Memorandum dated Cairo, October 21, 1887. 

AETER careful consideration of the proposal contained in the above note for 
reducing the pr(“scnt garrison of Suakin to 400 or 500 men, and providing the Governor 
with a sum of from 2,000/. to 3,000/. for subsidizing tlie friendly tribes and employing 
them as may be thought most tidvantageous for assisting in the defence of the place 
and ])aeifylng the neighbouriiig district, I bog to annex tlie lollowing remarks. 

I do not consider that the present relations with the surrounding tribes justify a 
reduction of tlu' garrison of Suakin, certainly not to the extent irow suggested by His 
Highness’ Govcimment. So small a force as would then remain, even it siqiplemented 
by "a contingent from the friendly tribes would, iu my opinion, be inadequate to insure 
the security of the place, even if its defences were far more contracted tlian at present. 
It should moreover be borne in mind that this small garrison would be detacln'd to 
a distance of some 800 miles from Suez, and that there are no troops available ‘to 
support it. 

No doubt the means of defence would be materially increased by a thoroughly 
efficient Egyptian vessel of war, especially if an English vessel of war were stationed 
at Suakin as well. 

The defence of Suakin could not be restricted, as suggested in the above note, to 
the island itself, the largo caravanserai in the Kaff sul)urb, and also an adjacent 
building (formerly used by the English Commissariat) would have to be occupied, as 
well as the two Chatto forts for protecting the fresh-water supply, about Ij mile 
distant from the town, and a small work to the east betAveen Suakin and the sea. 

Quarantine Island would also require a garrison for its defence j it contains the 
engiiH's for the supply ol’ condensed Avalcr, and the tank containing a few days reserve 
supply. 

The hospital and other buildings are also on this island and must be protected; 
the island is practically part of the mainland, the intervc'ning spac’c being generally 
dry and never covered by any biit Aery shalloAV Avatcr; its front toAvaards the mainland 
is some 100 yards in extent, and the island Avould therelort', il the present line of 
d('fenc(' were abandoned, absorb a large portion of the mem a\ailable alter garrisoning 
the posts already referred to, and leave but very few I'or the defence ol Suakin itselt. 

The sum of 2,000/. or 3,000/. to bo placed at the disposal of the Governor seems 
inadequate for the objects in vh'AV, although intended, I conclude, as an annual supply, 
but il is not so stated in the note noAV referred to. 
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I shall have, however, the honour of submitting this correspondence for the 
consideration of Her ^Majesty’s Government, in the event of their seeing fit to approve 
of the scheme now put forward by the Khedivial Government as an experimental 
measure. 

(Signed) FEEDK. STEPHENSON, General. 

Cairo, October 29, 1SS7. 


No. 94. 

Sir E. Bunny to the ^furqnls of Saru>hurt/.—(^Received November 14.) 

(No. 510.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 5, 1887. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 20t, Confidential, of the 28tli April last, I 
have the honour to forward copy of a note addressed to me by Nubar Pasha on the 
subject of the degree of recognition accorded by the Mixed Courts to the bye-laws 
(“Pegiements ’') issued by the Egyptian Govermuent. 

The subject is one of very considerable importance. Before the ex[)iration of the 
current quincpienuial period, it would be most desirable that the Powers should arrive at 
some understanding wiiicb will definitely set at rest the question of the relations between 
the Courts and the Egy[)tian Government in this matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BALING. 


Inelosurc 1 in No. 94. 

Nubar Pasha to Sir E. Baring. 

Cher Sir Evelyn, Le 5 Novembre, 1887. 

TOUS vous rappclcz dc la conversation quo nous avoirs cue ii propos dea 
Tribunaux Mixtes. Mon idee est devcloppec et illustree dans la note ci-inclusc de 
Eocea Serra. En un mot le Tribunal dit: “Vous n’avez pas lo droit do vous fairo 
justice vous-meinc; .si quelqu’uu transgresse les Il6glomcnts, vous devez avoir rccours 
a la justice, qui rappellcra I’individu a rordre.” Pour nous, nous disons : “ Nous devons 
avoir le droit de rappeler diroetcmenl a I’ordre, et sans iut(‘rvcntioiL judieiaire, tout 
individu qui cufreiut Ics Eeglemcuts, quitte ii Pindividu ii s’adressor a la justice et 5, 
nous faire condamnor si nous avous applique ii tort les Eeglemcuts quo nous 
invoquons.” 

L‘i question, comme vous le voycz, a une grande importance pour nous. 

Tout a vous, 

(Signd) N. NUBAE. 

. P.S.—Vous remarquerez quo, dans sa note, Pmcca Serra a pris les machines 
it vapour comme exemple et illustration. Posee comme cUe Test par moi, la question 
est generale. 

N. N. 


Inclosm-e 2 in No. 91. 

Note snr VExecution des .Jugenients en Matiere des Machines d Vapeur. 

LTNSTALLATTON et le fonctionnemont des machines a vapeur sont regis par 
des Ebglemonts speeiaux dont le caracthre obligatoirc pour tous les habitants, sans 
distinction de nationalite, n’avait pas paru au Gouveruement Egypticn devoir fairo 
I’ombre d’un doute. 

Au mois do Janvier 1880, un Siour Moharram Bey, associe d’un Sicur Carabourian, 
ayant contrevenu aux Eeghnnents sur la matibre, luu’ decision du Conseil du Tanzim, 
en date du 29 Janvier, 1880, No. 101, ordonna la forincture du moulin ii vapeur, 
fermeturc qui cut lieu par les soius de I’autorite administrative, c’ost*a-dire de la 
Prdfeeture do Police, 

Un proebs on dommages-intbivt'i fut uussitut intente eontre le Gouvernement do 
00 chef; le Tribunal ]Mixt(' du Cairo par sonJugement on date du 11 Mars, 1882, 
rejeta la demai\do par des motifs dont voici un extrait; . . . “ Attendu ii tout dvene- 
ment, quo les Ebglemcnts de la Voirie font partie des lois de police, IcsquoUcs aux 


ternu's tie rArtielc 10 du Code Civil obligent tous eeux qui habitent les territoires, 
que dbs lors, menie on ee qui regardc les etraugcr.s, les mesuros des autorites do la 
Voirii- lit' so ir.aiont doaner ointalure a dc.s demandes en I'ospousabilite qu'auiant que 
CCS niosures auvaient etc prises on violation des Ebglements en vigiu'ur. . . .” Ajtpcl 
ayant ele inteijete dc eotte decision, la Cour adoptaut les motifs des ])remicrs Juges 
confirma h' Jugt'inent du ITibunal de Pnanibre Instance. 

Fort de son droit, reeonnu par les Tribunaux iMixtes, le Gouvernement so crut 
autorisd a as-Mirer [)ai' la \oic administrative a I’eneontre des etrangers aussi bien quo 
des indigenes reveeution des lb'gleiuents rclatifs aux machines a, vapour. 

C’cst ainsi qu’un 8ieur Jean Eousso, ayant eoiitrevenu aux di.spositions des dits 
Pti’gleii eats, le MinisLoK' des I’ravaux Publics oidonna la cessation du fonetiunnemeut 
dc sa matdiiiie. 

S’agi.s.sauL d’u. 'Iranger, I’autorite locale avait invite I'autoritc Consulairc 

a, assister a celb' feriin lun- ei sur le n'fus de cdle-ei avait j)asse outre et avait. (.‘idevu 
diver.st's pmees es^'idii Ib de la maebiiie, ee i|ui la inettait hors delut de i’ojietionuei. 
Un 8ieui Jean v'erdtl, 'ujet I laneais, se di .aid eessionuaire du moulin a vapeur 
litigieux, iiiteuta t ' ,...e le (ii.u\eri.emejiL un ])roebs tendant a faii'C ordonner 

par ji.stiv'. la iei... ., 1 .. , foneliciii ('men. de ^a maebine et i.u dommages- 

interets. 

Le Tribunal .Mixm du ,, , I'.ar .si,.'. J ugtm’u'ul en date du 11 Janvier, IS.SJ, “dit 
a tort la demandt' (M ( ouuamne !.■ Sieur Verdet mix depeins.” 

A[)p('l a^ant ('tt', iiderjete, la Cour rcndii :i la date du 21 Janvier, 188(), ilD AnAt 
sur letpiel il est neees^;dre d'aji'peler toutc I’attc idiou du GouvernenuMU.. 

‘•Alteudu,” dit cot Arret, “ (|ue .sans reeberehm si h' ribglcment uu rxlrrelf' du 
11 Chaval, 12'.)i, produit ],ai' h' Goiiverncnu'nt emaiu' d'liiu aidorite (onqielenU' ei a 

une v.deur qiu'leonque a I’egard des etrangers." C’esl ha iKu.dion, pen 

deguisee, des droits du Gouvernemi'nl, droits ri'counus ])ar un precedent Arret: 

•‘Attendu,” est-il (lit eneuie, ' (pie si le Consul de Grv'e(; a refuse sou assistance, 
ainsi que le dit le Gouveriu lueut, rAdmi.d.str.ttion devait s’adu'sser aux Tribunaux de 
la E('i(n‘mo, .suit par la voie du ivlTri', s'il y avait urgenec, suit par ia \oie priiuapalc 
si celte urgenec u’existaiL pas; 

“• Par CCS motiis.(nTormant en ei' .1 ugenn'idi attaipu' ii 

Gouveriu ment a emmni.N aii aete arbitrairc en penetrant ])ar la loree domicile 

(e’est-a-dire rusliii ) ilu Sieur W'l'det, et le declare d’ores el doji . .i.uba des 
doinmage" ipii uni pii resuller de eelte ueenpalion violente.'' 

Aimi, voilii la duetrine de ia Cour. 11 ne sulUl pas au GumcrioMueiil d’aiisei 
rautoritd' Consul.'iire euin])('lehle, il faut que eelle-ei pri'te sou eoueouis ell’eetif, lU ii 
dbfaut il ne saurait eire jn'oeiale iiav la vole administrative, il y a lien d’entamer de\ant 
los Tribun.ax une proei'diiri' tuiijuiirs tri's longue et pendant ee temps ITlrangor 
coiitimiera a ('xidoiter, qiiebpiefois avi'c danger pour la seeurite publiquo. 

Qiiuiqu’il eu suit, un Sieur Jeau Buinso ayant ipielipies temps aju'bs iustnlle mie 
iiouvelle maebiue dans le local [u'eeii'ib'mmeut ueeupd par A erdet, le Miiiisti'i'c des 
Traiaux Publics, suivaut la voie ipii lui (bait traeee])ar I'Arivt do la Cour, cndemaiidc 
la fermeturc ail Juge di's releri's, (jui reudit uue Ordouuanee euulormo h la demanth' 
du Guuvernemeiil; muni de eette Ordounance uu liui->sier se reudit sur les lieiix [luui 
anvter le fonetionneinent dc la maebine; nouvcl incident, Lo Sieur Cumaiios 
])rbt('iulit s’etre reridii aeipu'reur de la m.ieliine llousso el exeipunt de se. ju'erugatives 
diplomatiqiies (il est A'ice-Constil du Bresil) s’op[)osa a I’lwn'cution d(‘ rtfriiuimanee du 
riifere et la maebiue eoutiniie ii fouetiuuuer. 

Ce siiiiph' expose fa: ir elabemeut rini]. -ibilitf' oil se troine le Goinerue- 

meutd’assiu'i r la seeurite jiui.aque s’il .u'^t furmv'lu'in .! .e. imiuu (piele (!ou\erneuieut 
a le droit dc jiroeiider par la vole udmiuistrativi'. 

Si au Hen desmaeliines ii vajieur iustaln'C,'. dausle.-. \ lile- ot jiouvant consliluer un 
danger jioiir la seeurite publiqiie, nous nous (K*eupous des maeliines a vajxmr installees 
pour les prises d’eau dans les lillages, les ineouveuienls (!(' la doctrine de la Cour soul 
eueure plus seiislbles. Le ])roi)ri(jtaire d’une maebine 1.. I.iit fouctionner en di^bors 
dcs epoqiies et des conditions iixccs [lar les Ebglemimts. L(' Gouvernement (itant 
oblige de sui'seoir ii toute exiieution juscpi’a decision de I’autorite judieiaire, la maebiiu 
coutinuera h funetiuuner pi'iidunt lout ee ti'mjrs ii ueeaperer lean au gwaud prejudu . 
des propric'tuires riverains qui out le tenqis d’etre ruinbs avaut qii’uuimleeisiou prati(|ue 
soil inteneuiie. Les luemes iueonveiiients existent si on est obligii do demandor et 
d’obteuir le eoneoui's de I’autoritii Cousulaire, (lui, dans les provinces, sc trouve toujours 
eluigime des lieux. 
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No. 95. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eqerton. 

(No. 656.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 14, 1887. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your despatch No. 145 of the 8th 
instant, reporting that M. Elonrons had informed yon that he pro})osed to appoint 
Count d’Auhigny as Erench Agent at Cairo, and had expressed his hope that this 
choice would he agreeable to Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have to request that you will olfer my best thanks to M. Flourcus for this 
courteous and friendly communication, and will state that the selection of Count 
d’Auhigny is very satisfactory to Her Majesty’s Government. 

It is the earnest hope of Her Majesty’s Government that the Eritish and Erench 
Agents in Egypt should work cordially together, and I shall have pleasiu'e in sending 
any instructions which may tend to insure that result. I am confident that Count 
d’Auhigny will find Sir E. Haring willing and anxious to maintain the most friendly 
relations with him. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALTSBIJRY. 


No. 96. 

Foreign Office to Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 15, 1887. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the inclosed copy of a letter from the IVar 
Olfice,* with accompanying correspondence, relative to the reduction of the garrison at 
Suakin. 

As their Lordships are aware from the telegrams from Her i^[ajesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General at Caii’O forwarded in my letter of the 27th ultimo, the reduction 
has alri'ady practically been carried into ('Ifcet by the transfi'r of a battalion of black 
troops to Assouan, tinder tlu'se circumstances, I am to x’cquest that you rvill call the 
attention of their Lordships to the ojuiiion expressed by the General Ofilecr com¬ 
manding in Egypt that the me.ans of defimce against an attack on Suakiii would be 
materially increased if a British vessel of war. as well as an Egyptian, were' .stationed 
at that port; and I am to ('xpress Lord Salisbury’s hope that it may be found possible 
at all events to provide that for the nest Iwclvo mouths tlu' visits ol a ship ol war 
shall he frequent, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) T. Y. lASTEE. 


No. 97. 

The Mai'tfuis o/ Salisbury to Sir J. Savile. 

(No. 327. Confidential.) 

SiXj Foreign Office, November 16, 1887. 

THE Italian Chargd d’Affaires called this afternoon, and in the course of 
conversation stated that his Governnumt had received information that the Sultan 
was sending a mission to the Sheikh-cl-Scnoussi. The fact scorned to have some 
importance, as the Sheikh Avas believed to have hitherto declined to receive any 
Envoys from the Sultan, and some had not long ago been compelled to come back 
without reaching their destination. 

If the Sheikh had now Aviilidrawn his refusal, it might be presumed that the 
mission had some important political object connected either Avith Egypt and the 
Soudan or with Tunis and Algeria. 


I am, &.C. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


75 


No. 98. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—[Received November 17.) 

Sir, ^ War Office, November 16, 1887. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for M^'ar to foinvard, for the infomration. 
of Lord Salisbury, a copy of a letter from the General Officer commanding in Egypt, 
inclosing a communication from Major-General Grenfell with rd'erence to the move¬ 
ment of Egyptian troops to the frontier, and the proposed strength of the garrisons. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 98. 

General Sir F. Stephenson to War Office. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Head-quarters, Cairo, November 7, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a communication from lifajor-General 
Grenfell, commanding the Egyptian army, with reference to the movement of 
Egyptian troops to the frontier and the proposed strength of the garrisons.^ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ERED. STEPHENSON. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 98. 

Major-General Grenfell to General Sir F, Stephenson. 

(Confidential.) Head-quarters, Egyptian Army, War Office, Cairo, 

Sii’, . November 5, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour lo inform you that, in consequence of the adA^ance of the 
dervishes, the following troops have been ordered to the frontier :— 

50 sabres eaA’’alry,* 2 camel guns,* 50 garrison irumievs, camel corps detachment, 
3rd and 5th battalions (Egyptian), 10th battalion (Soudano.se). 

The folloAving garrisons are proposed :— 

Assouan— 2 camel guns, 50 garrison gunners, section camel corps, 3rdt and 5th 
battalions (Egyptian), 30th battalion (Soudanese). 

Kovosko—7tli battalion (2 companies) Irri'gulars. 

Haifa—Irl squadrons cavalry, 1 camel battery, 3 garrison battery, 1 camel corps, 
1st, 6tli, and 2 companies of 7th battalion (Egyptian), 9th and 13th battalions 
(Soudanese). 

In addition, the folloAving force of police will bo quartered at DeraAvi 80 all 
ranks (black). 

Neighbourhood of Wady Haifa :—578 all ranks (black). 

But I Avould point out that the Egyiitian battalions were this year reduced from 
710, all ranks, to 627, and the black battalions from 710 to 613, and the greater part 
of the old soldiers have left tlie colours ou transfer to the police. 

For the presout hoAvcA^er, these troops appear sutfieieut for garrisoning the 
frontier, and also to furnish two small columns from Assouan or Haifa, in ease raiding 
pai'ties make their ap})carancc in the river; and this force is, in my opinion, sufficient 
to deal Avith the deiwishes noAv reported south of Haifa, should the movement of the 
latter be directed offensively against Haifa aud its nciglibourliood. 

But should the force of dervishes he greatly augmented, I must point out that I 
have no men available to further reinforce the frontier, and I cannot hope for any 
more assistance from the police, and there is no other army reserve available. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GRENFELL. 


• Countermanded. 


f 3rd 15attalion countermanded. 







(No. 522.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 11, 1887. 

I HAVE tlic lioiioiir, ns rcqnostod in your Lordship’s desjinlch No. 209 of the 
22nd ultimo, to report on Ifr. Cope 'Whiteliousc’s project for utilizing the Raiau Basin 
for the storage of frc'.h Avater. 

T communicated the inclosurcs contained in your Lordship’s despatch to Sir 0. 
Scott Mouericn', and haA*e now th(' lu)iw)ur to inclose a Memorandum Avhich he has 
written for me on the suhjeet. 

I bog further to suhmit the folloAring ohseiwations. 

I ohseiTC tint ’.Mr. iniitehouse complains that lie has so far roeeiA'cd no 
encouragement. T cai' aacII understand that Mr. IVhitchousc, having doAoted years 
of study to this subject, and hein^ th''roaghly convinced of the hencdlts A\hich AA'ill 
accrue to Egypt from the adoption of hi« projc'ct, should feel some im])aticuce at the 
delay Avhich nmst necessarily enme before any final decision can he tafen. I d not, 
liOAVCA'cr, think that there is any reasonable ground for complaint on this score. So 
far as f haA'c been able to oh^eiwe, there has been cA'cry disposition on the pari of tlie 
Anrioas authorities hen' to a-si^t IMr. AYliitehouse, to examine his project in a fair and 
friendly sj)irit, and to allow him full credit for the important discovery Avliicli he has 
unqirestiouahly made. Eurther, considering the importance of the suhji'ct, the 
serious cousc(jU('nces Avhich might ensue from any false step, and the limited pei-iod of 
the year during AAhiidi suiwi'y parties can work in the d('s('ri, I cannot Imt think tliat 
the jireliminary investigations liaA’c been conducted as rapidly as could reasonably be 
expected. 

If any further proof Averc rorpiired of the necessity for furthc-r inquhn and for 
great circumspection in dealing AAith this subject, it is to he found in the Avidc 
diAmgence A\hich exists between the figures put foi'Avard by iMr. Cope 'Whitehousc and 
those of Sir C. Scott Moncrieff. The formi'r estimates the “total increased AAcalth of 
EgApt after (say) ten a cars” at no less that 100,009,000/., and the “increased rcA’cnue 
in (sa\) 1S90” at 2,50'o,00(V. Sir C. Serdt 'Moncriefl', on the other hand, basing his 
estimate upon (igures Avhieh he consid('rs “too favourable,” thinks that the protection 
atVorded by the reservoir againM Nile floods “Avmdd not he worth the outlay,” and 
that the utmost rcA'cnue A\liich could he expected from the creation of a recerA'oir 
large enough to give a daily volume of 20,000,000 cuhle metres during low Nile 
would he 115,000/. 

I uoAv propose to explaii hiiefly t(/ aou'' Lordship Iioav the matter stands at 
present. 

Mr. Cope 'Whitchouse’s scholastic researches led him to believe that a ih'pri'ssjon. 
existed to the south of tlu' Eayoum. Loa'cIs Avere taken last AA’inter, and it was 
discovered that the de])res^ion, h rim-d tin' llaian Basui, did actually exist. It AA'as 
very greatly to Mr. ’IVliitohou '' cjcdit tlnl he should haA’C made the discovery. 
Tlu'ro is good liope that it may be utilized to the hcnc'fit of Egypt. If this hope is 
realized, Mr. Whitehonse AAill have a I’-'I' '■! u'm to a rcAvard proportionate to the 
advantage'' A\hich, after full examinati found Avill accrue to the Government 

and j)i)im];ition of Egy])! from his discoveiA. 

More infoianation is, iioAVCVcr, re{[uir('d bc'fo'''’ the b("-t nu'thod of utilizing the 
newly-discovered de])r(‘ssion can I'e aseert 'lined. 

A loAV line of hills intei the Nile and the llaian Basin. The first 

point L to asci'i'tain Aihether ai.A uiiann jia^nage through these hills can be found. 
The next ])oint is to form a trustAvorthy e•timate of the cost of cutting tlu' ])assage. 
Money lias been granted Avith a vicAV to the accomjilishmont of these objects, it is not 
likely that the engineers engaged in this work Avi 11 he able to send in their Beports 
for some three or four months. When they report tlie subject aaIII be rij)e for discus¬ 
sion and decision. At presi'ut I fear aa'O can do nothing but Avait. 

Supposing the Report to bo faAmurahlc, and that tin' Egyptian GoA-ernment decide 
to take any action in tlie matter at all, they aa ill, so far as 1 can at present judge, have 
to elect between the fci’oAA big alternatiAcs : (1) to make a rescivuir as proposed by 
Mr. Whitehonse ; (2 >a1<’ the Raian Basin and bring it under cultiA'ation. 

The cost of both ul the-e schemes Avill have to hi' {'stimated. and their relative 
merits and demerits ai'I'a carefully considered. 

I will not now attemiit to discuss the two plans, but I may say that the most 
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. .tilth-riii s ’ ,'i, iueliiii ai preseiil somewhat to the adoption of the second 

a! it-i n. tile. 

1 '• ’ uii I a'l 1 lb it Nubar Pasha agrees geuei id\ aaiM t.ie vIgaa's set forth in this 
dt -patc.i 


1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 

itu'ii the ieelosurcs in Mi'. ’Whitebouse’s letu a- i>'(piestod. 

E. B. 


Inclosurc in No. 99. 


Wti'ifho tsc\ Letter to I'lr Marquis of Salishuru dated Octohri 19 , 
iss'f 

kl K. \\ illTElIOUSE urges strong 1A on the British Go\ermnent the importance 
(>' fo,"iii.ig' -i er at rt'^Tvoir ir h Ahvly llai'in witb ;i ’ i'A v o' •'Upjih'meuting the 
siqiply of the Nib AAlu'uat its lowe'i. and emtrolling its \olume w lieu at its highest. 
Tliei'i' IS no doubt that it the ligures in Mr. Whiti'house’s note at all approach 
act'Ui.i \ !l pi'ojectnil! b o unspeakable bi'uelit to }ig_\ pt. Befon'eritieiziiig 

his ligiue-, J would .s;i\ \\hdi . Uaie often saiii I'isewhere. Mr. MTiiti'house has 
devoted much time and tiiouglu .oul moni'y to this suiijeet. lie has pointed out to ilic 
GoA'crnmeuI of Mgypt a very impoi'laiil and hitlierlo uiikiiowu de])r('ssioii, tlii'I\ ady 
llaian, haAiugait .ii-ea of ahout L'-‘k'.t)00 aere>; and it is prohahlc (I eanuoi yet say it 
is certain) that this dejiression may ho ntili/ed to the great advantage of the eounliy. 
11(' de^'-rAos, Ihi'relore, the eordiai Piauks o| the Eg\ pti'-ui Government. ''Ir, MTiitc- 
hoiisi'alia b s lu In's letter lo a e]>angi'of jmrposi' on m\ part, Avhieli he saA s was “a 
cruel hlo'.i’’ to him ’ eo^ ‘iw!'''i‘ <hd I haAe e^'r I'baimed uia purpose is 

ri'gards (his mallei'. 

tie sais thal ! slain s.q tliat if 1,000,000/, AAere granted for irrigation 

piu'posiI "could appl,\ 20u,oou .. or oiu'-llfth of the A\hole amount, to tlu* necessary 
studii"' (of storage reseivoirs) ; 100,000/, aams distinetly allected to the Ilreris sehi'ine.” 

i do ,111 kiioa wiieii M.. WiuLelioUse got these iiguu's. 1 i. 1'*^.' 1 w.us 

asked, to piepa.e for the Gemral Assemldy of Beputies a note st.ding m what m.'imer 
i ihoug'iil a milliou might be b< st utilized for the good of |]g'\])t. 1 had no esiimaies 

to go oil, and T wrote :— 

“The following sketch coineys my general ideas on tbe subject:— 

* * ‘ ‘ » * * 

“9. 'file EaAoum I'oquiros oarni'si attention. Ifil does not reei'ivi'it, it is eermin 
to go on (h'terior.iting and losing Auliie year by year. AVith judieious outlay upon it 

I helicA'e its \ ;due miiA he great 1\ iuereased.1 trust it will include tlic solution 

of tbe problem us to aa lure iietually A\as tlie hake Aloeris.” In a former note for 
Loi’d Northbrook f bad jirojiosed to spi'iid 120,000/. in four years in Eayoum inijiroAe- 
im nts. Put 1 iicA'i'i ri'eolleel siaIii' i eouteiujilatiug the reueAial of the .Mceris 
rcsoi'A’oir out of the 1,009,000/. 

I proceed to tlu* tAvo ohjeets of Mr. AVliiteliouse’s re.sorvoir:— 

" 1. The protection of LoAA'er Pgypt against an ('veessiAi' risi* of tin* Nile.” Noav, 
it A\e eouhl control a flood >11011 as aa'c liaA'c just h.ad, it would be of great importance 
to I'lgypt. I'o do so we should at least .laA’i* a resi'iAou so large t'lat tlii' operatioo ol 
filling it would lowi'r tiie wali'i sui face at Cairo by 50 eeutim. loi ihirtA duA Pai'i'a 
lO eeutim. rise Avlieii m lull llood is equiAah'iit to a voluiiie of 18,000,000 eubie 
metres per diem. T'o lower the water oO eentim , then A\e must carry oil' 90,0t)0,000 
eubie metres per dii'iii. il ‘ .nt in p i ,•( ni ol ihe llood and in thirty days 

this Avould till a roerAou 2,7i)0,i)0U,0l)0 eubie metres lu eapaeit_\. The IVady 
ILaiaii would probalily eoutaiii Ibis Aolume, but it is much in excess of what the Bain 
Yusuf eouhl i-arr^A. It AAould be lu'cessary thi'u to make a channel direct from the 
i\Ile, passing over the Ihruhimieh Canal. It AA'ould reipiire to hi* 120 metres wide, 
and AAould cost ])rohal)ly not less than o00,000/. before it reached the di'sert ridge. 
Assuming that this would he ero.ssed in u ehaiiuel not muri' than 5 kiloin. long and 
12 iuecrcs deep (and I bclicA'c Ave arc not liki'ly to fliid any ridge so favourable), the 
cost AAOuld he ahout 380,000/., or altogether 080,000/. 

Noav, if it were only a question of storing Avator for irrigation, and not ol 
moderating floods, the AVady Raian might bo Ailed in eighty da^s instead of tweuty- 
[582] X 
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fiye. This could ho done by a canal discharging 31,000,000 cubic metros per diem; 
its bod miglit b(' !0 metres, and, assuming data similar to the ahovt', i1 would cost 
220 , 000 /. 

The pric(^ thou to be paid for a reservoir constructed to control the floods Avill not 
he less tliau 080,000/. — 220.000/. = 400,000/. A much smaller sum than thi.s ■\rould 
sufllce to fortify tlu* Nile hanks so as to rcudc'r them safer than would the existence of 
this ves('rvoir. 

Eut l\Ir. Whitelmuso says that this reservoir would enable us to dispense Avith an 
annual outlay of 50,000/. “for protection against oxcessiA'c Nile.” Noaa', the uusan 
annual outlay foi-Xile protection in tin'AA’holo of Egypt for the years 188t-SG Avas 
.5l,(»32/. This year it is ])rohahly above 00,000/.; next year it will probably not 
evi'ced 10,000/. 'rinna' are dangers to the Nile banks when there is no excessiA^e Jlood, 
and r liaA (' no hesilati >11 in saying our e\p('niliture Aronld be unaff('cted if this rcsciwoir 
AV(“re formed. [ admit it Avould l)e a help in \cars like the present oius 

“2. The supply aunuaUy of ahout 2,5(k),000,000 cuhic metia's of uat('r during 
loAV Nik'.” 

■My ealeulation came to a svrpply of 20,000,000 cubic metres daily for 
100 (lays, or 2,000.000,000 in all, not very dilferent from his figures. IIoav Avould 
this sph'udid A’ohuni' be utilized? Prom 10 to 15 per cent, would he lost in percola¬ 
tion and (w a])oration. tk'rhaps 5,000,000 would he alloAved to flow dowui the branches 
of the riA'er to the sea, keeping out the salt AA'atcr, and supplying the irrigation along 
the banks. O'lu' irrigation of the ProAunce of Bcbera W'ould benceforth bi' carried 
out Avithout the assistance of the Khatatheh and At fell pumps. This would criaib' a 
saAiiu-'of about 25,000/. a-ycar till the expiration of the lease of tlie Eehera trriga- 
tion Society in 1915. The Province of the Payoiun Avould be irrigated at Ioav Mle 
Avithout the lu'lp of the Eahr Yusuf, and aliout 1.000,000 cuhic mi-tres per diem AA'ould 
he availahle to exti'iid the “ Sell” irrigation in Assioiit and 3Lini(di. 

4’he noAV Xubarieh Canal and 5lr. Grant’s rcidaimod Aboukir Lake would bo able 
to grow coit(.n. T.,oav Xih' irrigation might hi' pushed foiavard to Ijake of IMmi/aleb 
in Sliarkieh and into the Eerarl of Gharbh'li. 

Vhogether j)(Mha[)s 100,000 to 500,000 h'ddans might be added to the present 
-■n,inner cultivation, and half of tliat micht be under cotton. Tliis would lie an extra 
source of Avealth to Egypt, hut hoAV Avould it atb'ct the direct land roA'euiK'? Not 
movi' than half of it A\ouhl be apiilicd to desert rerlamatiou, and onlj this half Avoidd 
yield revenue. The other half would go to the improvement of lauds already taxed, 
and no additional burden would be laid on them. 

'fhe incidence of land revenue in Egypt is so A'cry uneipial that it is hard to .say 
AA'hnt tax might hi' placed on lands Avatered throughout the yiair iu addition to what 
they nay IVrr autumn and a inti'r culture. 

J'cvhajis we may put down P. P. 150 per feddan a.s the moan tax on ;i\erage 
lands iu LoAA'cr Egypt enjoy ing watei at .all seasons. P. E. 120 is ahout the mi'an tax 
iu Up])or Pgy])1 on lauds watered only iliuing high Xilo. Tliat i>, he:e is a dilference 
of P. E. 30 lietween tlie ta.v on laud watered all round the year an 1 . on l.tnd . ig’ 
yvatin'cd duriiu'' higli N'ile. Ihit the didiwence is often less; for instance, the lands 
wuitcved all the year round liy the Ihrahimich Canal pay only E. 1.. 5 'uois'than 
adjoining land.s A\atered oitly iu high Nile. 

Mr. Whitelionse’s reservoir might mmhie us at the y( r_y outside to i^iac peremiial 
irrigation to 300,000 feddans of Avliat is now desi'rt, includiug tlie lauds on the 
NAiharieh Canal. Without his reseiwuir aac could w'at('r this area during higli Nile, 
and the dilTereiiei' of taxation Avouhl not exei'ed P. Ik 30 X 300,000 feddtius = 90,000/. 
Add 25,000/. for the sum to ho annually saved from not pumjiing in llela'ra, and avc 
have 115,000/. as the maximum direct revenue to he obtained from the stored Avater 
supply. 

ilr. Whitehouse ('stimatos “ luereased reveuue in (say) 1890 at 2,500,000/.’’ £ 

have no idea boyv be arrhes .'ll this figure, or at this otber estimate, “ total increased 
Avealth of EgA jit after (say) ti'u years, 100,000,000/.” 

Be it noted that in no ease e-n Ibis land ri'chimation bo earriid out :it all Avilhout 
the eonstriietion ol canals costiiie, about 1/. per .lere eultbati'd, and, I mu.st add, 
AAutbout extensive drainage Avork.s. 

'L'be Wady llaian depri'ssion might he utilizi'd otherwise. Assuiiiiug the same 
physical conditions us 1 bav(‘ taken above, lliere would be no diHieulty in making a 
brancli from the Eahr Yusuf to discharge about 7,000,000 cubic tuctres per diem of 
water during high Nile, Avliieh would Ije sufficient to irrigate tlie Avhole valley, and an 
autumn (>i Avintev crop might be jiroduei'd. 
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If, as ]\[r. Wliitcliouso asserts, this Avas once tbo Lake Mocris, it is certain that 
vve shall find a deposit of Nilotic mud in the bed, AAliicdi, unless buried iu sand drift, 
only wants Avator to become fertile. Even if it aaus not the Lake Mocris, Ave may 
find that the soil is not puri' sand, but clay. 

Tlu' eminl from the Eahr Yusuf AA’ouhl cost at leasi 75,000/. I'lie eularainuent 
of the Eahr Y’^usuf itself might cost 50,000/. The canals to dislribnle tlic' a\ titer 
inside the depression Avould cost not less than 100,000/. Total, 225,000/. The 
ncighboni'ing proAunce of the Payoum has a metm asscssmtmt of P E. 100 per b'ddan, 
and roeeiAU's a\ at or all the yi'ur. Considering that the lYtuly Eaian Avould only liaAm 
water during Nile flood, and eousidering the difficulty of colonizing a desert tract like 
tbis, I think it after ten years avc have reclaimed' 1'^0,000 feddans, and can assess 
them at P. E. 40 per feddan, it Avill be the utmost rtwimue to hi' expected. 
180,000 feddans at P. E. 10 = 72,000/. 

Supposing we do not find Nile mud, but only sand, 1)a eonstautly su})plying the 
rich muddy water of the Nile T belicvt' aao shall ultimately ri'nib'r tlu' depression 
fertile, but tbis Avill be a sIoav jirocess. I do not knoAv of auy ease A\lier(' it lia iieen 
fairly tried. 

To sum up— 

(ff.) 'file mono} spout iu making the Wady Eaiau into a rcservoii- of control for 
Nile floods AA'ould be at least 080,000/., aud the protection alVorded Avould not be Avorth 
the outlay. 

(! j .) a rcserA'oir might, boAVOAmr, be created, under the most j:m)ui\‘ible eircum- 
stauccs, large enough to glAU' a daily volume oi' 20 ,000,000 cubic metres during low 
Nile for the sum of 220,000/. 'I'o utilizi* flu’s Arater aa'c should liav(' to sjiend .aliout 
300,000/. on distributary canals, aud jicrbaps 100,000/. on drains. 'I'ot il, 020,000/. 
The utmost revenue to be cxiioeted Avoiild be 115,000/. 

(c.) The lYady Eaiau might pi-rliajis lie rendered eulturable tor an outlay ol 
225,000/., and might yiedd a revimui' of 72,000/. 

1 belioA'c in every case these figures are too taAourable, that we shall liaAC to 
spend more money and sliiill obtain less I’CA'cnue tlian here ('stimated. Nevertheless, 
[ think the project is AA’ortbv of being tborougblv oxamim'd. 

'■(Signed) ^ C. E. SCOTT MONClllEEP. 

Cairo, November 9, 1887. 


No. 100. 

Sir K. Barinrj to the Mnrijiiis of Salisbury.—{Received November 21.) 

(No. 524.) 

My Lord, Cairo, Noreiiiber 12, 1SS7. 

SINCE writing my di'spatch No. 522 ol the 11th instant 1 ha\e ri'ei'iA'ed the 
inclosed note from .Viibar Pasha in ansAA'cr to a request made by me, tliai lie would 
express Ills vicAA^s on Sir Colin Scot 1-jMouerictPs Memorandum. 

Your fjordship Avill obsiawa' that Nubar Pasha is of opinion M ' '' “ '^ilsileh 
project slimild be studiiul simultani'oasly Avitb Mr. Wliitebousc’.s sehcuii 
Sir C. Seott-Moucriclf agrees in tbis vioAV (see Inulosure 2). 

I liavi', &(*. 

(Signed) E. BAIUNG. 


1 nclosiin' 1 in No. 100. 

Nubar Pasha to Sir E. Haring, 

Cher Sir EAmlyn, Caui, le 12 Novembre, 1887. 

EN r^ponse a A'otro billet de ce matin, relatif au Eapport du Colonel Sir 0. Scott- 
Moneriefi sur le projet do M. Wlilteliouse, je dois dire (pie je suis eomplktemeiit 
d’accord avee la conclusion dii Colonel, a saAxiir, qu’on ne doit jias se prononcer sans 
plus amples fitudes. 

D’ailleurs vous savez qiie nous avons vote line petite somme pour I'aire des 
4tudes. 

Je dois ajouter pourtant que, dans mon opinion, ces (itudes seules ne nous 
sulfisent pas pour nous prononcer aA’ce ' 'U' .•omplkte eonnaissance de cause. Ces 
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(V \ laicut 6trc concluites bimultanciueut avcc cclles tlu resenuiv a dablir a 
Djel)('l Silbileli ou Kalabslio (ancien emplacement approMmalil’ du Lac ,]ae()m])so 
\isite c( dceiit par licrodotc ct lixe dernierement par ^1. ile\illou, Ic eelcbre 
dgV])to1o”ue). _ 

Si le I’cscrvoir a Djebcl Silsilcli ou Kalab&lie cst pos'^ibb' teelmiquemeni et 
dnaneicrement parlaut, la qiicbtion dc ce qu’on doit laire du Wadi lle\an se resout 
toui nalurellemcnt ; la depresbiou du Wadi lie}an dc\ieiidra, non uii reser^oil, mais 
bieu uu bu'^^'in du culture, •'un 'second La} oum’” ])uur me ser\ii do 1 expression du 
Colonel. 

Si ie reservoii de Ljobel Silsileli u’est pas possildc,^soit pour cause de diilicuites 
tcebiiicpu's, soil pour cause de didieiiltes qu’il y aurait a so procurer les londs, alors 
seuUif'u il \ auiaii lieu de cousidercr s’il cst plus a^antagoux de ebanger 1c AVadi 
Ilexan ei ies('r\oir ou bieu oil bassin dc culture, comme les basslus di' I’Mgyptc 

(Haute). . / 1 IS’ V i> 

^,l‘i <‘onelusit'n est consequemment la suivantc: etude simultinu-i' du W aili K('}an 

et du ’ \>ii. d( Kalabslie ou I)jcbel Silsileb, avani (jue de so pronouc( r (b'iniiiue- 

ment. \ i ' i i 

,i I il iii’exj)iiniaiil aiusi je complete les k'u'ls uu'iues du Lolouel. 

' Tout a vous, 

(Sigue) In b ILVil. 


liiclosuie '2 in No. 100. 

''o ('. S(oll~Moiunf'p' lo Nubai Pasha 

My dear L’aslia, Cana, 2\oinnb<‘i 12, li>87. 

^ T ' IN id il i'lN agice ^\-illl xvbat you bave said to Sir E. Earing _ , . i . 

[1 ilu'o 1 ’ my''chance ol obtaiuiug mone\ I'oi the Silsileb project,! tbmk it 
should he studied. 

Eelime me, ske. 

(Signed) C. C. SCOTl'-MONCEIELF. 


No. 101. 

S'// E. Piurhig to the }fftnin'ts of Saliibury.—{Recciicd Eoiaalai 21.) 

My Lm-d,^ C7///o, No/ c/h/uv L2, 18S7. 

IN xiou ol the reductions nou being cfFected in the Arm} ol (leeiqiation, and the 
fact that some decree ol aetivit} has r/'c/'utl} been dis])la}ed b} the (U'tuishes in ihe 
vicinit} of lYady'llalla. it apiiears to me desirable that 1 should address to your 
Lordship some obsenations on the epiestion ol nliether tlu* niilitar} lorci's 
s('r\iii" in r-ci])t are siiirieient to I'ullil all the ser\iccs nhieh mu} b/' demanded oi 

them 1 1 .1 -11 

When till' reductions iun\ hemg carried out are eonqileti'd, lliere will remain 

about 3,500 British troojis in the eouiiti}. I'lies/' troojis uiO be slationed at Cairo and 
Alexandiia. A small detachment ol about lilty men is at Us,maii hut the witli- 
cLanal of this force has been for somi' time under eonsuleiation, and though xalua uc 
asaxisiblc proof to thi' people about Assouan that xye still oceup} the emiiiti}. the 
force is olniously too small to be of much account in the active delenee ol the 

frontii'r. i • i 

The Ea'vptian arm> consists ol about 0,0(i0 men. ol nliom ii ina} he .said, 

roiighl}. that at im'scni iihout 000 iiien are at Suakln and the I'cmamder ui Egypt 

greater portion ol this joiee n at W'aily llalla, koio'_.kn, and Assouan. 
Alexandria has been almost denuded ol |0_;Aiitian troops, the ordinary guards being 
performed by police and Eg}])li.in sailon It had been iiiiuid.d to scud the 
3rd battalion, leeeiitly at Vlexandiia. O' tin honliei. but the oidei we counter¬ 
manded. This battalion !•' now at Caiio , a • 

Eroadl} s]).ahiiu;, the wmk which devolvis on the garrison ot Egypt is tlirco- 

Jold, viz.:— 

1. To assist iu muiiituiniug iuteriial order. 
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2. To defend Suakin. 

3. To defend the southern frontier. , , ^ i • c,- ’,ri,n i 

As regards the maintenance of internal order, I am uiith r uo uuxiet} vlia. y a 

I attach the utmost importance to the maintenance of a small Butish force in L„} pt, 
but I have never attached much importance to the numbers of that foiee. f y 
have now <'ot to about the minimum British garrison possible; but .o b'U .. 
3,500 men “remain in Egypt, I regard it as in the highest degiee nnprobable tlud 
there will be any serious disturbance of the public peace, or any attempt to 
rmlical chanoc in the Government of the country. Indeed, if internal order d m 
had To breonsidered, I should be of opinion that the Egyptian aimy m.g 

auy auxioty .lout SuaHu. The ^oal Su 

•Anweavs to be settlin- down, trade has been reopened. Although it woiUu 
"undesirable to abandT the mainland entirely, it would be possible, in case ui 
emergency to retreat to the island on which part of the town is situated, and which 
eouiif be easilv held by a yei\ small force against any sudden attack, LeiUo a su 
uort a naval Force could, in ease of necessity, be dispatched at a very short notice to 
aid in the defence of the place. I view, therefore, wilhout any alaim the 
"fei ml by 11- Ei,i,aau,Gou™mcul, ai.d -'-y^ 

Goveriiuiont to clfcet some reduction m the strength of the f^auison. 

haVobaidc; hut we' may ox,.eel “id! TlwlarXidi 

situation. I consider the 

dano'mtobe so’slight, that the* tlnaneial necessity for reduction ina} 

(lanpC nfilitarv desirability of maintaining a large garrison. At Wad} 

hmi^at^lK^tmh\Ten!mlf^ 

embarrassment.^ p. the l/est plan, il it were possible, would be to take Uu 

Ii oi 

iulautr} trom Alexandria to the t of one battalion is available. It 

wond altogotue. iuad«ia,.l,. t„ moo, aa, 

that the. is 

that it is more than probable that ti c ^ 

anv attack which may he indorsed hy Sir Lrederick 

I'rtuieis Cirenlell’s ^ the British force at Cairo and Alexandria is 

lUat h .nay heoome necessary to send 
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bCL-untj. At the p’eseut moment, there apiiears to he no method of enictiiK*- or 
oil orciug against foreigners the most simple measures of police, except hv the 

w fiiSi ’ /o< 1 ^ proceeding with the consent of the Consul, which is often 
liheld, 01 (3) hy a necessarily long and uncertain procedure thrmio'h the Mixed 
Tnhimals whose consent to ^ic Regulation itself must i that ease he ^^euml 
r foZiclisciissed in your despatches Nos, 13d ami 511 alreadv 

shoiacrhaix"no'n^ v .you suggested the institution of a Council whicli 

siioulcl lia\c no pouei of initiation, hut to which the Egyptian Government should 

lofer all Tresh onacluic.its of the Uml specified, and whose conseni should heTecewirc 
*n applicable to foreigiiei's. You nronosed that the ^0110011 

i .rDeM Te7lri"f’-',rf ““ w- “-^Zof 

t ucDt, tlie Judges of the Mixed Courts, and the mercantile commimitv tint i 
ESshm^ii: '* tl- rell~oui,i !l, an 

«, '>y Sir II- IVoin when lu-cpariiis for Ids ne-otiatioiis 

Constaiitmople m the spring of this year, and proposals for the formation of a 
_ oimcil with .someivlmt similar functions formed part of a scheme Avhich he drew ui» 

rrot foiuul possible to adopt. I inclose, for your 
confidential information, a copy of Sir H. Woltfs ^lomorandum.* ^ 

1 siioulcl he glad if yon ivoiild discuss with Nuhar Pasha the nossihilitv of 
pioposmg to the Powers the formation of such a Coiuicil, its composition ami functions 
he ring m mind that the assent of the minor Pou'er,. is not likehMo be XaM 
unless the} are m sonic tvay to he represented in the Commission, ' 

1 think It would be desirable that the powers of the Council should be limited to 
hn. oonfiniiation of municipal and administrative Xcrees ^ 

ri lUf Nubar Pasha’s Mcmoi’andiim of the 27tli Inril but 

omitting ISo 1 (the Iress Laiv), and possibly also No. 12 (the creatioii'of tVesh taxes 

iikUT b 'asJL^SloTuhout'' ^ restricted is nVore 

1 i to serious and iirotracted opposition, and if the Council 

ovtm ° probably not be difficult to procure an 

cSrac er wldcii‘’it"’ma,'“l "‘'‘'f *“ a<l»pt!oa of laws of a mo Jimpm-t.aiit 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY'. 


No. 103, 

Sn- E. Barmy to th, Munnu. of Sni;^l„<rij.—{B^cpirf‘d December 6, 11 p.m.) 

(Nu. 2G1. Confidential.) 

(Icle laphic.) December 0, 1887, 7*3 p.u. 

lequircd well Masnu ha ^ °tikl do the f’Un cy A\ork, Avliero a geiod man is luucb 
but 1 do’iiot t'binVl.r o ^'"i experience. lie is not a man of nuieh abilitv, 


No. 106. 

Sir E, Bariny to the Miiryuf of Salubarij.—^Receicci/ Decembei 11'.) 

(No. 3 to.) 

M\- Lord . 

I i( 1 \ i. . 1 , I,.., Cwij-o, December t, 1887. 

ki T ' I n ' ' j'puenu III traiisimt to xauii' liuidshin licrcAvitb the t(‘xt nf •} 

■tiSs^isastxs i!- 'ir " •' 

* Sir H. Wolff, December 15, 188e, 
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riie principal (|Ucsliou lo hi‘ discussed b\’ t!ic Goncial Assembly m'5 i 
increase of taxation on tobacco. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. IOC. 

Extract from the “Journal Officio!” of December 1887. 

^€CV€t 

NOUS, Khedive d’Egyptc, 

Vn I’Articlc 39 do la Loi Orgauiipic du 24 Gannul-Aklior, 1300 (P' Mai, 1883) ; 
Sur la proposition df* iVotn' Conscil des Afinistres ; 

Decretons; 

Article 1L’A.ssimibh'e Geiicralu est convoquee pour le Samedi, 9 Rabi-Akhcr, 
1305 (24 Decembre, 1887). 

Art. 2. Notre President du Conseil dcs Alinistrcs I'st (diarge do I’execution du 
present Uecrct. 

Fait ail Palais d’Abdin, le 15 Rabi-Awal, 1305 (30 Novembre, 1887). 

(Signe) AIEHFMET TEWFIK. 

Par le Khedive: 

Le President du Conseil des Alinistres, 

(Signe) Nubap. 


No. 107. 

Sir E, Bariny lo the Mart/itls of Sa/isburi/.—{Received bii tele(/rai)h, December 12.) 
fNo. 559. Ext. 269.) 

Aly Lord, Cairo, December 12, 1887. 

I nAA^E the liononr to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a telegram 
which I have received from Her Maji'sty’s Consul at Suakin respecting affairs in the 
Eastern Soudan. 

The text of this telegram was this day communicated to your Lordship i>y 
telegraph. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


rnelo.sure in No. 107. 

('oi)siil Cameron lo Sir E. Bariny. 

'Telegraphic.) .... Suakin, December 12, 1887. 

THE force of Iriemllics sent against I'okar liegau to lift cattle, whereupon they 
were attacked, routed, and dispersed in hills beyond Tamai. 

This A'ictory makes the Tokar people masters outside, and spoils hope of roeou- 
ciliation and trade. 


No. 108. 

The Martpii.': of Salishvri/ lo Sii E. Baring. 

(No. 166. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreiyn Ofice, December 14, 1887, 3 r.M. 

YOIJR telegram No. 261 of 6tli. 

AVc have no objection to appointment of Mason to Suakin, if he is thought 
equal to the post. 

[682] 
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The War Office do not like Kitchener to take any purely civil appointment under 
Egyptian Government, and would he glad to have him back if his post at Suakin is 
reduced. 

Can any one else be found for Cadastre r 

It seems desirable to move Kitchener from Suakin in any case. 


No. 109. 

The Marquia of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 352. Ext. 166.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 14, 1887. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 261 of the 6th instant, I transmit to you 
herewith a copy of a letter from the War Office,* stating the objections entertained by 
His Royal Highness the Commander-iu-chief and by the Secretary of State for War to 
the proposed transfer of Colonel Kitchener from his present post to that of Head 
of the Cadastre, and expressing the hope that Colonel Kitchener may be allowed 
to return to bis military duty if his scrvice.s at Suakin are no longer required by the 
Egyptian Government. 

Her Majesty’s Government liave no objection to the appointment of Mason Bey to 
Suakin if he is considered equal to taking up that post, and if any one else can be found 
for the Cadastre. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 110. 

London Chamber of Commerce to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 15.) 

My Lord, Botolpli House, Eastcheap, London, December 13, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter of the 
8th ultimo relativi' to the trad(' in tlu' Eastern Soudan, with which was inclosed a copy 
of a letter from Sir Evelyn Baring, dated the 21st October, and of a Broelamatiou of 
Colonel Kitchener, the Egyptian ''imuTnor-Gencral at Suakin, dated the 11th 
October. 

In reply, 1 am to express the best thanks of the Council of this Cliamber for yoiu" 
Lordship’s letter, and to observe that if its provisions are carried out in the spirit in 
which they are conceived, they could not fail to give satisfaction to all concerned 

It appears, however, th.at considerable objection is taku'n to the pro])osal to 
establish a system of police permits, on the ground that it would subject trade to the 
espionage of clerks and others in a service aaIucIi in eastc'rn countries is not generally 
esteemed for probity, and Avould lay bare facts as to markets and goods to those aa'Iio 
might be tempted to part Avith the knoA\ ledge so obtained, to the detriment of the 
merchants concerned. It is feai’ed also that the proposed system A\ould be as 
cumbersome and dikdory in AA-orking. as it certainly is repugnant to tin* feedings of 
well-knoAvn and rc-’pcelable houses, that they .should be controlled by a I’olice 
Department wheir conducting their legitimate trading operations. 

I would venture to point out to your Lordship that no such restrictions arc in 
force in Egypt proper, and, therefore, it is hoped that it Avill be found sufficient to 
reorganize the Suakin Custom-house on the same basis as before the war, when 
competent men trained at Alexandria Avere in cliarge of it, and general satisfaction was 
given. I am also to express the hope that no restrictions, other than those of the 
Customs, may be imposed in the case of British subjects at their own risk and 
responsibility, entering into agreements for legitimate business swdi as the cultiAaation 
of land in the Tokar, and other suitable districts, as to Avhich some uncertainty at 
present exists. 

Trusting that tlu' points to which I have referred will receive your Lordship’s 
favourable consideration, I have, &c. 

(Signed) KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary. 


No. 111. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 16.)] 

Sir, War Office, December 16, 1887. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of tlie Secretary of State for Eoreign Affairs, the inclosed copy of a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 111. 

General Sir F. Stephenson to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 16, 1887, 11'25 a.M. 

MINE 14th. 

Osman Digna reported at Sotirab tAvo days ago with 4,000 Baggaras. Reported 
this morning arrived at Tamai yestenhiy Avith Baggaras. Intended moA'ing to-night to 
Handoub. 

Kitchener requires another battalion; only one weak one there now. 

Have placed Egyptian battalion under orders for Suakin. M’’ill proceed when 
transport available, probably three or four days. 

Can Admiralty send corvette if required ? Only tAVO gun-boats there now. 


No. 112. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 16, 10 a.M.) 
(No. 276.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 16, 1887, 9‘50 a.M. 

E’OLLOWING from Cameron ;— 

“ Persistent rmnonr that Osman Digna is not far from Tamai.” 


No. 113. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 16, 12'45 P.M.) 

(No. 278. Confidential.) 

(Telegrai)hie.) Cairo, December 16, 1887, 12'10 p.j^. 

YOUR telegram No. 166 : Suakin. 

Under the changed condition of affairs, ^lasou Avould not be a strong cuo't^ 
man, so I propose to drop id(‘a of his going. I think an opportunity should bo tak®ii 
of bringing aAvay Kitchener, hut just at this moment a change is nudesirahle, I 
fear wo have all assumed rather too soon that Suakin affairs are quieting down. 
Now that Osman Digna has rcapp('ared, I anticijAate fresh trouble. Kitelicucr bas 
asked for reinforcements, and an Eg\ptian battalion is under orders. 


No. 114. 

The Marquis of Salisbury lo Sii E. Baring. 

(No. 356.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 16, 1887. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. <j^7 of tlie 21.st October, and to my 
despatch No. 321 of the 11th Novemlau', upon the suhj(‘et of the reopening of trade 
with the Eastern Soudan, I transmit to you hcroAvith, for comumnii-ation to the 
Egyptian GoA'crnmcnt, and for any observations you may have to make thereon, a copy 
of a letter from the London ChanitaM’ of ComnAeVec',* explaining the grounds on which 
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objection is taken to the proposed creation of a system of police permits, and 
that a reorganization of the Suakin Custom-house establishment would 
meet the requirements of the case, and obviate the necessity for any restrictions upon 
trade other than those in force in Egypt proper. ^ 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 116. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.^{Received December 16, 9-30 p.m.) 

(No. 279.) 

(Telegra|A^) Cairo, December 16, 1887, 7*25 p.m. 

A LETTER appears in “ Bosphore ” of this evening, dated Adowa, 1st December 
and purporting to be written by Bruru Worke. It does not contain much of 
importance, except that Ras Alula declared to Portal that the Abyssinians would 
?hem portion of the plains, and that the country to the sea belonged to 

I cannot say whether letter is authentic. Date, which casts great doubt on its 
authenticity, may be wrongly translated. 


No. 116. 

Consul Jago to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 17.) 

(No. 2.) ^ 

My Lo^, . . , , . Jeddah, November 24, 1887. 

e honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship a copy of my despatch 

oi this days date to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Porte, reporting uneasiness at 
Mecca owing to the alleged prohibition of the pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina by 
Abdullahi, successor of the late Mahdi, of the Soudan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. S. .lAGO. 


Inclosure in No. 116. 
Consul Jago to Sir W. White. 


* T TTAwn’i 1 . Jeddah, November 24, 1887. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that the authorities at Mecca 
are considerably exercised at the present time by news brought by a Meccan Sliereef 
recently arrived here from the Soudan, to the effect that Abdullahi, the successor of 
.a r Mohamed Ahmet, has prohibited (he pilgrimage to Mecca 

and Medina of all Mahommedans within the regions under liis swav, ordering in its 
place a pilgrimage to the tomb of Mohamed Achmet. The prohibition also extends to 
the conveyance of slaves from the Soudan to Arabia, on tlu> ground that thev will 
thereby become Kaffirs or infidels. ^ 

Owing to recent events in the Soudan, comparatively few pilgrims have arrived 
iiere from the other side during the past four years. 

The number which arrived for the pilgrimage of 1887 was, however, still further 
diminished, while during the past six months a great diminution in the number 
of sla\os run across has taken place. 

ir authorities have, 1 believe, reported the matter to Constantinople as 

calling for the serious attention of the Sultan, in view of the injury to the interests of 
iinto^hed"^”^^^^^^ lehgion and the possible extension to regions in Africa vet 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. S. .TAGO. 
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No. 117. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—{Received December 17.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Admiralty, December 16, 1887. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State Cor Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram, dated 
the 16th December, from Commander Rooke, of Her Majesty’s ship “Falcon.” 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 117. 

Commander Rooke to Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) ” Falcon,” at Suakin, December 16, 1887, 4*10 P.M. 

ENEMY is collecting in force at llashein, ITandoub, Tamai. Skirmishes near 
forts to-day. Continued attack most likely. 


No. 118. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—{Received December 17.) 

Sir, War Office, December 17, 1887. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for th*' 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affair'., the inclosed copy of a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 118. 

(ieneral Sir F. Stephen.'^on to Mi . Stanhope, 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 17, 1887, 1'50 p.m. 

SHOULD be glad of another war-ship at Suakin; Kitchener requires one; 
corvette size probably best. 

Digua now at Handoub, making camp. He intends giving trouble. 

Women and children arriving at Ilandoub. 


No. 119. 

Sir E, Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received December 17, 1 P.M.) 

(No. 280.) 

(Telcgrajdiic.) Cairo, December 17, 1887, 11*10 a.m. 

THERE are now two guii-boats at Suakin. Could the Admiralty send auother 
and larger ship? I think it would he advisable. Kitchener asks for one, and 
Stephenson supports request. She should be fitted with electric light. 


No. 120. 

Sli E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received December 17, 4*10 P.M.) 

(No. 282. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 17, 1887, 3*50 P.M. 

THE new turn of events at Suakin will make a difference of about 50,000/. 
in next year’s Budget. Egyptian Government is disposed to ask the Porte to take 
[582] % A 
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over Suakin, or at all events to send some Turkish troops there, which will be the first 
step towards its being taken over. 

What attitude would your Lordship wish me to adopt in connection with this 
proposal? 


No. 121. 

Foreign Office to London Chamber of Commerce. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 17, 1887. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 13tli instant relative to the reopening of trade uith the Eastern Soudan, 
and I am to state that a copy of it will be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt for his observations, and for communication to the Egyptian 
Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 122. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 18, 11 a.M.) 

(No. 283.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 18, 1887, 10‘20 A.M. 

FOLLOWING from Cameron ;— 

“Fifty seamen wore in our outer defences last night. Our trouble is cattle 
retaliation and revenge on our worthless friendly Sheikh. It is impossible to say 
what force Osman may re-collect during winter, but our immediate danger is not 
serious.■’ 


No. 123. 

Sir E. Baring to (he ^farquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 19.) 

(No. 556.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 9, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to tv.ansmit to your Lordship herewith co])y of a despatch 
which r have received from H*'!' Majest\’c r’oiisul at Suakin respecting the present 
situation in the Eastern Soudan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 123. 

Consul Cameron to Sii E. Baring. 

^^ir, Sualdn, November 27, 1887. 

I H AVE the honour to report that early in August last Shcreef Abu Fatma, 
Slioikh of the loyal Southern Ashrafs, loft Khor Sebat, near Agig, and went up into the 
cooler districts of the Khor Baraka. 

While at Filik he received a note from Osman Digna bidding him come to 
Kassala. Abu Fatma had to obey, and in consequence migrated still further south 
with his brother and family, and small tribe, some 1,000 people in all. They have 
unce I’cmained near Kassala under the jealous supervision of Digna. 

The only wonder is that Abu Futma lung able to keep his tribe from being 

molested, and his success during the last three years ar'gues not only the reverence in 
which he Avas held by tbi’ TTnbdiists but .also bis own powers of diplomacy, and his tact 
in avoiding quarrels. 

It appears, however, that Digna, after many adventures, having of late become 
-lUpreme at Kas.sala, and seeing that th<' A\aA'ering‘ fiibes aa'civ' llsicning to the pacific 
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counsels of Abu Fatma in the Tokar district, at last ventured to take advantage of the 
Ashrafs having wandered further south than usual to force them en masse away from 
their homes. 

The genius of Digna is seen in this bold and successful enterprise. He alone of 
all the Emirs named by the late Mahdi has held his own against the Mahdi’s successor, 
and made himself practically independent in the Eastern Soudan. 

In the Tokar district there arc now perhaps some 500 Baggaras, and as many more 
-Irtegas, Hadendowas, &c., under the orders of Musa Digna (Osman’s brother), and 
Khide and Feggi Ali. Unless I am quite mistaken, the Suakin Amarar “friendlies” 
and nondescript pressed rabble of this town now supposed to be at Setarab, half way 
to Tokar, will not dare to come to blows with the rebels; they are entirely under the 
influence of certain IladendoAva Sheikhs who still hold aloof. 

Our opportunity of pacifying the Eastern Soudan lasted from the summer of 1886 
to the summer of 1887, i.e., from the capture of Tamai until the capture of Abu 
Fatma. During this interval Digna was a refugee at the hlabdi’s Court; he had been 
in disgrace, and was almost overwhelmed by his rivals. He has turned that interval 
to good account. Powerful Amarar Sheikhs who went to Oradurman and tried to 
ruin him have returned discomfited. Placed by the prc.sent Mahdi under the orders 
of Abu Girgeh, at Kassala, Digna has nradc the latter his tool and subordinate. His 
influence now extends from Kassala to Tokar. He could if he ehos(' send to reoccupy 
Tamai, but he is content to hold Tokar, Avhere the rebels, being united under the 
orders of his brother, render pacification impossible. 

On the 22nd December, 1‘'SS, I pointed out that “it would be better for us if 
Digna were at Tamai, for Avhile at Kassala his genius has full '<cope, and he can dcvole 
himself to consolidating the rebel power there.”* 

Digna is uoav free to do so, for the Abyssinians and Beni Ainers, win) fought a 
drawn battle wuth bim at Kufit in September 18S5, noAV turn their attention to Italian 
policy at MassoAvah, 

Convinced as T always have been that the future of the E.i^n rn Soudan is in the 
bands of Abu Fatma and his Ashrafs, I eoiwider pacification hopeless so long as that 
Sheikh is in Digna’s hands. This capture is the severest bloAv Avlrich Digna has ever 
dealt us, for in Abu Fatma the Governmeirt loses tlie only spiritual Sheikh aaIio eoAdd 
form a nucleus of sound naiiAc government under our protection. 

All that can noAV be done is to remain quietly in garrison here, and by cordial 
encouragement of traders to try and hold our own in the hope that Digna may possibly 
come to gvi('f in tbe interior. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) DONALD A. CAMERON. 


No. 124. 

Sir E. litmng to the ^^(lr(^ais of Salisbury.—(Received December 19, 10 A.M.) 

(No. 285.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 19, 1887, 9’35 A.M. 

THE most important point in connection with the situation at Suakin w’’as to 
ascertain Avhether the Hadendowas had joiiu'd Osman Digna. Tt, is belu'vcd that his 
force consists principally of Baggai’as from Tokar and Kassala. Under these circum¬ 
stances there is good reason to hope that the movement Avill soon collapse. 

Consul at Suakin says: “Osman thought to find us weaker, but the strangers 
will hardly return Avithout a d)'termined attack, probably on the water forts.” 


No. 125. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, December 19.) 

(No. 575. Ext. 285.) 

My Lord, 1 ano, December 19, 1887. 

1 HAVE this day had the honour to telegraph to your Imrdship that the most, 
im])ortan1 point in connection with the situation at Suakin AA\as to ascertain whetlu'r 
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tlic Hadcudowas had joined Osiuau Diyna. rrom information received up to the 
present, it is believed that his force consists principally of Baggaras from Tokar and 
Ivassala. Under these circuni'-taiiccs, there is good reason to hope that the movement 
will soon collapse. 

Her ^Majesty’s Consul at Suakin says in a telegram dated yesterday: “ Osman 
Bigna thought to find us weaker, hut the si .'pagers ^\ill hardly return without a dct(T* 
mined attack, probably on the water rorts," 

i have, See. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 126. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 175.) 

(Telegraphic.) Eorcign Office, Deceiuber 19, 1SS7, 6‘6 p.m. 

IIEB Majesty’s ship ” Racer” has gone to Suakin, and nill remain there. 


No. 127. 

Sii E. Bari)i(i to the Moiqui.^ of Salisbury.—(Rcceiiid by /elcgiapli, December 19.) 
(No. 576. Ext. 287.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 19, 1887. 

I llAl’k liad tlu' honour this day to report to your Lordship by telegraph that 
rdoidvlttar kasha has just informed thr Kbedive that the Sultan has given permission 
to Ismail kasha to reside at Constantinople. 

I now beg to inclose herewith copy/jf rlii' letter Iroin Nubar Basha gi\ing me the 
above information. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Tnelosure in No. 127. 
yubtir Pa^ha to Sir E. Bin in/). 

Cher Sir Evelyn, Le Coirc, Ic 19 Decembre, 1887. 

AU moment ou Tigraite est alle au Palais, ;Moukhtar etait avec le Khedive lui 
tommuniquant de la part du Sultan (ju’lsmail depnis di\ ans faisait des demandes 
pour resider a Constantinople ; Cju’ayant rcnon-vcle sa demande deruierement le Sultan 
ravait agree que le Sultan, connais&ant I’alTectioi' filiale que TeAvfik portait a son pere, 
il lui en donnait la nouvellc, con\aineu qu'il etait qu’elle lui ferait plaisir. 

Nous allons faire inserer cette nouvellc avec la demarche de !Moukhtar dans la 
partie non offieielle du ” .Tonrnal Officiel ” 

'font il vous, 

(Sigue) N. NIJ BAR. 


No. 128. 

Th'‘ Marquis of Salisbury to S// K, B</ii//<j, 

(No. 176.) 

(Telegrapliic.) Foreiy/i Office, Deccnibej 20, 1887, I’lO 

LE the Khedive desires to rc.transfcr Suakin to the Sultan, ller Majesty’s 
C(o\crnnicnt will not object on receiving an undertaking from the Sultan that it shall 
not be handed over to any other Bower without the consent of ller Majesty’s 
(iovernment. In view of the Slave Trade question, this condition is indispensable. 


No. 129. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 358. Ext. 176.) 

Foreign Office, December 20, 1887. 

I HAVE to inforrn you that, if it is the wish of the Khedive to retransfer Suakin 
to the Sultan, no objection will be raised by Her Majesty's Government if they rcceivi* 
from the Sultan an underluking that the place shall not lx* handed o\er to any other 
Power without the consent of Her Majesty’s Government. They' hold this condition 
as indispensable on account of the Slave Trade question. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 

No. 130. 

Sir E, Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received December 26.) 

(No. 562. Very Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, Dece/nber \4, \Sb7. 

MY attention has recently been attracted to a book published in London, and entitled 
“The Decline of Briti^liT^rcstige in the East.” The author is M. Selim Paris, the editot 
of the newspaper “ El-Kahira,” about whom I had some correspondence with your 
Lordship last May. This book deals principally, though not exclusively, with the affairs 
of Egypt, which AI. Selim Faris thinks, and no doubt rightly thinks, not only occupy a 
very prominent place in the relations subsisting between the English Government and the 
Porte, but also exercise a very material influence over the feeling; with which England i-< 
regarded by the Mahommedan world in general. 

I do not think that any useful purpose would be answcied il I attempted to make any 
detailed observations on Al. Selim Faris’ work. Directly he begins to speak of details, theie 
is scarcely a statement in his book wdiich is not either absolutely untrue or very inaccurate. 

One illustration will suffice. AI. Selim Faris says (p. 50):— 

“ In the British Agency at Cairo there is no one who can speak a word in the Arabic 
language, to say nothing of one capable to read or write it, that would be expecting too 
mucli! If an Arab of high distinction presents himself at the Agency, Sir Evelyn Baring 
cannot converse with him, he must get the interpreter from the Militaiy Staff Quarters 
and fix a day (if time permits) for an interview'.” 

The facts as regards this particular point are as follows:— 

Mr. Boyle, the Consular Assistant of the Agency, not only speaks, reads, and writes 
both Turkish and Arabic perfectly, but he is more in touch with Mahommedan sentiments 
and habits of thought than almost any Engli'^hman whom I have ever met. lie mixes 
greatly in native society, and especially with those classes whose views AI. Selim Faris 
professes to represent. The information he has been able to supply to me fioin time to 
time has been of the utmo&l service. 

The four members of the Diplomatic Service attached to the Agency have all passed 
an examination in Arabic, and one of them (.Mr. Gorst) has in a very short time made 
specially rapid progress, both in reading and speaking this very difficult language. 

So far from its being the case, therefore, that no one at the British Agency ” can 
speak a word in the Arabic language,” I am, I regret to say, the only member of the 
Agency to whom that description applies. 

Al. Selim Faiis has apparently been misled from the fact that on one or two occasions, 
m conversations w'ith the Shcikh-el-Saadal, from whom he lias evidently derived a good 
deal of his information, I have avaded myself of the services of Sir F. Stephenson’s 
interpreter. Sheikh Abdul Alalik, instead of employing Mr. Boyle, as Sheikh Abdul Malik 
happens to be a personal friend of the Shcikh-el-Saadat. 

If, however, all that could be said about AI. Selim Paris’ work was that he has made a 
number of inaccurate and exaggeiaied statements, such as that to which I have alludedabovc 
I should certainly not have thought it worth while to address your Lordship on the subject. 

But although Ins facts arc often wrong, and his arguments misleading, and although 
his strong personal animosity against Nubar Pasha renders him a very untrustworthy 
witness as regards the acts of the present Egyptian Alinistry, there is still much in 
M Selim Paris’ book which appears to me to be well worthy of attention. The spirit in 
which AI. Selim Faris writes animates no inconsiderable section of the Mahommedan com¬ 
munity of Egypt, and especially of Cairo. The opinions which he sets forth repiesent in 
some degree (I will presently explain in what degree) the views held by many influential 
men. The policy which he recommends purports to arrest the growth of that alienation 
from England which Al. Selim Faris maintains on the increase amongst Mahommedaus 
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in Tilgypt and elsewhere. It is therefore a policy which appears to me to merit careful 
rrir-idcration, even though it may find its exponents in such a person as M. Selim Paris, 
fpv ^^ho'^c personal character it is impossible to entertain much respect, or in an eccentric 
politician such as Mr. Wilfrid Blunt, who, I cannot but think, must have had some hand 
in preparing this work. 

It is, therefore, from this general point of view that I venture to commend this work 
10 your Lordship’s attention. 

Leaving alone any questions of detail, I will endeavour to show what arc the main 
fines hoth of M. Selim Paris’ argument and of the policy which lie recommends. 

‘'There is no doubt” he says (p. 6), “that the evacuation of Egypt by the English 
tinop'- might bring about a certain amount of disorder, but why? That is what I desire 
to explain. The Oo\crnnient of Egypt is to-day in the bands of strangers, who, rightly or 
urongly, the Egyptians, and T may say the Mahommedans in general, consider as their 
enemy. 1 lefer to the Armenian element.” “Let England” (p. 42'' “ maK'c a trial before 
she Icu.’ - Egypt of a strong Egyptian clement in the Cabinet, and after a few months she 
v.ill S'^c if it works beneficially.” Riaz Pasha, M. Selim Paris thinks (p. 47), might take 
office if 1 e knew that the English really meant to evacuate the country; '• he would point 
out for them an honourable means of withdrawal, compatible with their amour-propre and 
their onn interest, he uould establi&li an entirely new order of things under which Egypt 
could he safely left to itself.” lie further commends Fakhry Pasha and Haidar Pasha, 
whom he terms “a good Minister of Finance ” (p. 47). 

The annihilation of General Hicks’ army and the fall of Khartoum M. Selim Paris 
traces (p. 44) to the “ fact that the armies, though Mahommedan, were commanded by 
Christians.” The Turks wmdd have succeeded better; they would have had tlie Ulemas 
on their side, “'flic Mahommedan world” (p. 4.o) “would have condemned those rebels, 
who in fighting their brethren would have exposed themselves to serious responsi¬ 
bilities.” 

“ The Egyptians,” M. Selim Paris says (p. 65), “ do not object to the English 
controlling their cmntry, or to its being governed under their superintendence; hut what 
they desire is that the Egyptian clement should he respected, that tlic autonomy and the 
administration of Egypt sliould be recognized, in short, they desire what the British diplo¬ 
matists themselves have often declared in Parliament, viz., ‘ Egypt for the Egyptians.’” 

^I. Selim Paris thinks (p, 171) that England “ should endeavour to ameliorate her 
relations with the Maliommcdam Powers in general, and witli the Ottoman Government in 
particular. N'o real fiicnd>!iip can he estalilishcd between Turkey and England unless the 
Egyptian matters are satisfactorily settled to the interests of all pai ties concerned. The 
^Tahommedan element should be more full) represented in the Government as well as in 
I tie administration of the country, uliich is now too much composed of foreigners. The 
t'j’e'gn clement should in no manner he allo^^cd to interfere with the prerogatives and 
pr'vilcgc>, of the Mahommedan religion and laws in Egypt.” 

’M. Selim Paris concludes tl us:— 

“As is clearly explained” (though I must confess that I find the explanation very far 
hoiu elearl, “the above condition'- would not in any inannf'r interfere witii tiie iiUere''ts ot 
*hc Engli'-h Egyptian bondholders, which is one of the important parts of the Egyptian 
question. On the contrary, the pri\ilcges of the financiers will remain intact, which will 
give great satisfaction to the country. Egypt will then enter into a new [)!iase of tran¬ 
quillity. The Snltan would be sati'-lied, as would aLo be his faithful .Mahommedan 
'ubjcet«, and a favouiable impression would he created iii the minds of LI, ,u which would 
’ - 'll I'eeeivcd even in India ” tp. 172). 

'Phese extracts will be siifficient to _i\c a genei'rl idea of' M. Pelim Paris’opinions. 
M ' represents, indeed, a very one-sided and incomplete view of an oxttemclj difficult 
question ; but there is a good deal of truth in some of his remarks. The poliev also 
’ '^h lie recommends is plau-ible. 1 will presently disi uss how far it is pwicticublc. 

I huler these circumstances, I propose to examine the series of questions raised by 

Selim Paris at some length. 1 am all the more desirous of doing <^0 for two 
reasons:— 

Fiiwt, because, although I have always been well acquainted with the importance of 
the views of which M. Selim Paris is the exponent, I do uit i nemher that 1 have ever 
discussed Egyptian aftair-- from this particular standpoint in any official despatch. 

Seconclly, because, although the local it-uation in Egypt is for the moment tranquil, 
md although Egyptian atlairs arc not ju-' xcidng any very special attention cither 

m England nr on the Continent of Europe, ! am ncveitiiclcss daily more and more con- 
' ineed of the extreme difficnHy botli of our situation licre and of finding any satisfactory 
.md pr.ic'tieahlc solution to the politfi’i1 problems to which that situation gives rise. 
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Any suggestions coim’ng from a Mahommedan, who, though biassed, is by no means 
unintelligent, are, therefore, well worthy of con.sideration, more especially if, as in the 
juxsent iiKstanee, they fairly represent the opinions entertained by a considerable section of 
Mahommedans. 

Before entering on this discussion, I should wish to make two preliminary obser¬ 
vations. 

The first is that it is obviously quite impossible to discuss matters of tbi.s ^ort with 
inch .dvanfigc in any despatch intended for publication. Thi-, despatch is therefore 
iiictly confidential, and is, in fact, written with all the freedom of a jn-ivate letter. 

In the second place, I should wash to make some observa'ions as to my own compe- 
tm.icy for dc.ding with this que.-tion. I have lived too long in the East not to feel some 
h(.citation when I begin to gcncixalize on the opinions current amongst Orientals. Diver¬ 
gence of religion and habits of tliought—in my own case ignorance of the vernacular 
language—the reticence of Orientals when speaking to any one in antliority, their tendency 
to agree with any one with wliom they may he talking, the inaecm.ite and >lipsliod habit 
of thought of most Easterns, which results in the same individual often holding at the 
same moment opinion-, which arc quite irreconcilable one with another, the pcrvcited view 
they often take of theii own interests, and the fact that the European and the Oriental 
reasoning from the same j)i’cmisses will often arrive at diametrically opposite' conclusions, 
all place the European at a great disadvantage when he attempts to gauge Eastern 
opinion. 

On the other liand, I ha\c been for many years in Egypt; I have friends and 
acquaintances in every class of society. I have, of course, to be very careful in any con¬ 
versations with persons who are Known to be ill-disposed to the Kliedive or liis Ministers; 
but, at the same time, witliout trenching on dangerous ground, I have generally found it 
possible to obtain a fairly accurate idea of their views. Some of the natives here are 
tolerably outspoken when they have confidence in the person to whom they are 
speaking. 

1 think the difficulty of arriving at a true idea of the unclorcurrenls of native opinion 
is on the whole less difficult in Egypt than in India. Moreover, I constantly get 
messages fiom influential people through third parties on subjects upon w’hich they do not 
like to speak fliemseivcs. Bc-ides the sources of inform.ition which are open to all the 
world, I have many trustworthy infoimants, such as Mr. Boyle and the .Vinerican 
rui'>ionarieb amongst Europeans, and Mahomecl Bcyram and others amongst natives, from 
whose concurrent testimony a very fair idea of native opinion may be obtained. My 
official pu-ition alfords me somewhat favourable opportunities Ibv hearing the different 
sides on the many complicated (juestions ^Yhich arise in connection with Egyptian affairs. 
On tlic whole, (berefore, although I .shoidd be very .sorry to dogmatize on the subject, I 
tiust that I am not guilty of a misplaced sclf-confidcnce when I say that I am in as 
fa^curable a position as is possible for a Eniopean to submit to your Lordship some 
observations on the subjects under discussion which will be fairly accurate and trust¬ 
worthy. 

The first point winch naturally arises in discussing the policy of “ Egypt for the 
Egyptians” is, what is an Egyptian? In the answer to this question lies the root of the 
whole difficulty. 

M’hen this policy is advocated by Englishmen in England it not unfrcquently happens 
that tlie\ dwell on the undesirability of employing so many Englishmen and other pure 
Europums in the Egyptian service. This is without doubt a very important point, but I 
wdl not dwell on irnow, for although M. Selim Paris and those who agree with him 
\ould he glad to sec the number of pure Europeans reduced, their employment does not 
constitute the only or, indeed, the chief cause of comjilaint. ^yhen M. Selim Paris speaks 
of “ foreigners ” he includes in that term Orientals who, as he considers, are not Egyptians. 
He complains (p. 66) that “ Armenians, German subjects, Syrians, French and Russian 
subjects pass as natives.” 

“Suppose, he says (p. 30), “an American comes to London from New' Ycrk. 
Because he know's English, and remains in London a few years, will the English call him 
an Englishman, or will he alwajs he considered an American? How’ is it that the 
Armenians are to-day called in the Blue Book ‘Egyptians’ and ‘natives’.^ I cannot 
understand this, and it would he most important to explain it to the Egyptians.” 

I look in vain in M. Selim Paris’ work for any adequate description ol what 
constitutes an Egyptian. All I can find is the somewhat oracular statement (p. 31) that 
“Egyptians alone are Egyptians,” a dofiiiitlon ivhicli I presume is true, but which does not 
help much to answer the question which I ha\ e propounded above. 

Neither can any sufficiently precise information be obtained Irom the Census, for 
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although it tells us that in 1882 there were 90,886 “ foreigners ” resident in Egypt, it is to 
be observed that the 6,479,716 persons who are registered as “Egyptians” include 
hundreds of thousands of individuals whose Egyptian nationality M. Selim Paris would not 
admit. 

Of these, the most important are the Copts. It is believed that there are about 500,000 
Copts in Egypt. M. Selim Paris (pp. 1.5 and 16) does not allow that they are Egyptians, 
yet I conceive that, ethnologically speaking, they are the most purely Egyptian race in the 
country. They are the descendants of the ancient Egyptians who held to Christianity 
after the Mussulman invasion of Egypt, and, indeed, the remark is commonly made by 
persons resident in Egypt that amongst the Copts alone the type of features represented on 
the ancient Egyptian monuments is to some extent preserved. The spirit in which 
M. Selim Paris writes very accurately represents, however, the jealousy with which 
the Mahommedans in Egypt generally regard the Copts. This jealousy is due partly to the 
fact that the latter are Christians, and partly to their superior intelligence and industry, 
which, more especially as civilized forms of government progress, has often enabled them 
to outstrip the comparatively apathetic and listless Mahommedan in the race for money and 
power. But it is absurd to deny to them the title of Egyptians. The main difference 
■which separates them from the mass of the Egyptians is religious, not national. 

Here, therefore, we have the first practical difficulty in carrying out the policy of 
“ Egypt for the Egyptians.” We have to deal with the fact that a body of men of 
comparatively rather exceptional intelligence, and consisting numerically of about one. 
twelfth of the population, are not recognized by the advocates of the policy in question as 
being Egyptians properly so called at all. 

Next to the Copts, the most important class of Asiatics who come within M. Selini 
Paris’ category of “ foreigners ” are the Syrians. Here again the Census does not help us 
much. It merely tells us that there arc 31,774 non-Egyptian subjects of the Sultan 
resident in Egypt. A considerable pro])oition of these are without doubt Syrians, 

M. Selim Paris speaks (p. 30) of the ease of Saha Bey, who was recently nominated 
to be the Head of the Post Office. He says that he docs not wish to criticize this appoint¬ 
ment, which “ was highly approved of, not only by the public generally, but in official 
circles alsohut according to him Saba Bey has one fatal defect; he is “a Christian 
Syrian, and not an Egyptian by birth or relationship.” 

Besides the Syrians who are really natives of Syria, there are a large number of persons 
born in Egypt who are of Syrian extraction, and who figure in the Census under the head 
of “ Egyptians.” M. Selim Paris would not, I presume, admit that |)crsons of this class are 
Egyptians any more than those who, having been horn and bred in Syria, have come to 
Egypt to seek a livelihood. 

The Syrians, whether Mahommedan or Christian, arc without doubt regarded with great 
dislike by the Mahommedan community of Egypt. They are an active, intelligent, and 
pushing race, who cling together and support each other. Large numbers of them have 
received a Prench education, wliich accounts for their general sympathy with everything 
Prench, and their antipathy to everything English. The knowledge of Prench, which is 
very general amongst Syrians, has placed them at a great advantage in obtaining Govern¬ 
ment employment. 

An English friend of mine, who knoas Egjpt well, recently told me a story which 
is ver\- illustrative of the position occupied by the Copts and Syrians. He was paying a 
visit to a leading Mahommedan merchant of Alexandria, who was a strong advocate of the 
policy of “Egypt for the Egyptians,” and who criticized the Government severely for 
employing so many Copts and Syrians. On taking leave my informant passed through 
the merchant’s office where a number of clerks were employed. He asked how' many 
there were. He w’as told that there were thirteen. “ 1 suppose,” he then said, “from the 
opinions which I have heard you express that they are all Mahommedans.” “ No,” was the 
reply after some hesitation, “the fact is that they are all Copts and Syrians. Por all 
matters of accounts and office work they are necessary.” 

The Egyptian Government is in much the same position as the Alexandrian merchant. 
Apart from any question of favouritism, of which I dare say there is a certain amount, the 
superior intelligence of the Copts and Syrians tells in their favour. T(j any one of Indian 
experience I need only say that their position is somewhat similar to that of the Bengali 
Baboos in Northern India. 

Besides the Copts and Syrians, there are in Egypt a considerable number of Tunisians, 
Armenians, &c. There are also a great many persons of foreign Asiatic and African 
extraction who have been born and bred in Egypt, and who appear in the Census under 
the head of “Egyptians.” M. Selim Paris would certainly not recognize that this latter 
class have any right to be called Egyptians, 


Nor is this all. I have already mentioned that according to the Census there are 
90,880 “foreigners” in Egypt. It would be altogether a mistake to suppose that all 
these are Europeans in the sen.se in which that word is usually understood. Sol only 
does the term “foreigner” include many half-breeds and many Oriental subjects of 
European States (such as British Indians and Algerians), but a great numher of pure 
Orientals, including not a few' Egyptians in the sense in which M. Selim Paris would 
understand that term, have acquired European protection, and are thetefure classed as 
“ foreigners.” Por instance, according to the Census there are 533 Russian subjects 
resident in Egypt. I doubt whether more than half-a-dozen real Russians are included 
in this figure. It is perfectly well known that practically the whole of the Russian 
subjects aie Circassians, Armenians, &:c. So, again, the 15,716 French subjects include a 
large number of Algerians, to whom, since the Census was made, the Tunisians must be 
added. 

1 have so far dealt with this question mainly from the point of view of the numerical 
strength of the Oriental but non-Egvptian communitie s in Eg-,])t. If now wc consider 
the policy of “ Egypt for the Egyptians ” from the point of view of the positions held 
respectively by the different classes concerned, the difficulty of giving effect to such a 


policy beconu'S even more apparent. 

Apart from the fact that the wealth, intelligence, commercial activity, and industrial 
capacity of the Europeans render them of special importuiicc, irrespective of their propor¬ 
tionate’numerical strength, it is to he observed that almost the whole of the native 
ari.stocracy of the country is no))-Egyptian, that is to say, it is composed of persons who 
are not of Egyptian extraction. Indeed, if wc excluded the Hieracby, to whom 1 will 
presently allude further, the numher of pure Pgyj)tians who have acquired positions of 
wealth and influence is so small that I could almost count ihem on my fingers. 

To begin with the Khedive. He is the great-grandson of Mehtmct Ali, who was au 
Arnaout “ bakal ” (general dealer) at Cavalla, in 'rurkey. On the maternal side the 
Khedivial family, like most of the leading families in Egypt, is distinctly non-Eg\pliaa. 
The mothers of most of the Egyptian aristocracy are Circassians. I doubt whether any 
member of the Khedivial family has a drop of purely Egyptian blood in his veins. 

The foremost Mameluke families were Circassians. It is singular bow lew of their 
direct descendants are now to be found in Egy|)t. Indeed, it is very generally supposed 
that no pure Circassian Mameluke of tlie third genci.ition exists. There can be no doubt 
that the steps which Mehcmct Ali took to extiiqiate the Mamelukes produced the result 
which he intended. 

Cherif Pasha, wliosc case I quote specially, us for many years he occupied a 
prominent position in Egypt, was a pure 3 urk, and, moreover, not au Egy[)tian 1 urk. 
He was born at Constantinople, and 1 can well remember how he used to speak of the 
Egyptians with all the contempt of a dominant and domineering race. But if Cherif 
Pasha were now alive it is certain that M. Selim Paris, whilst strenuously deiqing 
(p. CO) the right of Nubar Paslia to be considered an Egyiilian by reason of his Armenian 
descent, would have no hesitation in according tliat title to Cberil Pasha. He would also 
probably accord it to Cherif Pasha’s son, altliougli lus father was a pure lurk and his 
mother was a Prenchwoman. 

To lake the names mentioned by M. Selim Paris as the agents by whom the policy 
of “ Egypt for the Egyptians” can advantageously be carried in effect. Ria/. Pasha is an 
jVjryptjjiii, but he is not ol Egyptian Mahommedan exti'uction. His giaiidfatlier, if not his 

father, was a Jew. ^ , , 

Fukluy Pasha is of Turkish origin. His father came from Constantinople, and 
occupied a place in the Palace in the days of Melicmet Ali and Abbas Pasha. 1 shall 
presently make some further observations on the extent to wliicli Fakhry Pasha may be 
identified with the policy now under discussion. 

Haidar Pasha, whom M. Selim Fans (p. 47) calls “a good Minister of Finance, ’ and 
who, when he occupied that post, was notorious lor his incapacity and coiruption, is not 
an Egyptian. He is the grandnephew of Mehemet Ali. His right name is Haidar Pasha 
Yaghcii, “yaghen” being the Turkish fur nephew. HU graiidfaliier accoiupauied 

Mehemet Ali to Egypt. r m c r v ■ . 

And this brings me to what appears to me to be the mam fallacy ot M. belim runs 

argument. He advocates a policy of “ Egypt for the Eg) ptians,” and he then proceeds 
to inform us that Armenians, Syrians, and even Copts are nut Egyptians iii his sense of 
the word. Similarly (p. 15) he denies the right ut Mustapliu Pasha lelnny, the pieseut 
Minister of the Interior, and of Ziki Pasha, the present Minister of Finance, to be 
considered Egyptians on the ground of their Algerian extraction. 

So far he is, save in the case of the Copt.i, tairly logical .a..cl iu his views. 
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But if we are once lo consider the Egyptian question from the point of view of " Egypt for 
the Egyi'tiaiis,” and if we arc to deny t') Armenians, Syri.ins, Algerians, &c., many of 
whose families have been long rc^ident in Egypt, the right to ho considered Egyptians, 
why should we accord that title to Tuiks, and to persons of Turkish extraction ? '['his is 
what i\r. Selim Faris d(U's. Tie argues the (piestion not from an Egyj)tian, but from a 
Turkish point of view. 

The Sultan and his Lieutenant, Moukhtar Pasha, are to he the saviours of Egypt, and 
it is neccssaty, for the purposes of this argument, that whilst a distinction should be made 
between Egyptians and Armenian^-, Syi'ians, &c., no such distinction &hould he uiude 
between Egyptians and Turks. It is obvious that this position is quite untenable in 
argument. The Tinks are quite as much foreigners in Egypt as the Armenians, 
Syrians, and Algerians, and very much more foreigners than the Copts, who, indeed, arc 
truly indigenous. 

Moreover, M, Selim Paris’ argument is not only untenable as a mere matter of 
dialectics, but it is also contrary to the political facts with which wc have to deal. 

I have never been one of those who regarded the Arab! movement as a 'military 
revolt and nothing more. On the contrary, I believe that Mr. Wilfrid Blunt, and tlmse 
who agreed with him, were to some extent right in considering that it i)urtook of the 
nature of a bond fide national movement. But it was not sokly iH', 1 idecd, mainly a 
movement ag iinsl Europeans and European interference in Egyj}tian afiairs, although I 
should be the first to admit that the anti-Euro])can sentiment exercised a very considerable 
influence in the minds of the Icadei's of the movement. It was in a very great degree a 
movenunt of the pure Egyptians against Turkish j)redominauce. 

Tliosc, therefore, who, on the general ground that every nation sh.ould he autonomous, 
are in favour of handing Egyi)f over to the real Egyptians, arc supporting a policy which, 
although 1 believe it lo be utterly impracticable, and contrary to the interests of the 
Egyiitiau' ihcmselvcs, is not only comprehensible, hut logical, far more logical than the 
policy of M. Selim Faris. 

I cannot us I write refer to any of Mr. Williid lilunt’s writings on Egyptian affairs, 
hut 1 think I am correct in saying that he classes Chcrif and Iliaz Pashas in much the 
same category as Nubar Pasha, that is to say, he thinks that none of them can he regarded 
as truly representative Egyptians. Whatever a practical politician may consider of this 
view of the ease, it ceitaiuly has the nu'rit of being consistent, though I must confess that 
I do not (juit(’ see how a policy based on tlicsc principles can he otlierwisc than inimical 
to the interests of the Sultan and of 7'urkish authority generally, 

I have said that tlie policy of governing Egypt through the pure Egyptians, in other 
words, of making the Egyptians a really autonomous nation, is utterly impracticable. I 
proceed to state my reasons for entertaining this opinion. 

I will not attempt to examine whether the fact that the cry of “Egypt for the 
Egyptians ’’ represents in some degree a national [)olicy gives it any special claim for 
sympathy. 1 leave that to thos(> who regard the question of rising nationalities by the 
light of sentiment. 1 have only to look at the matter as a political student, and as a 
Diplomatic Agent, whose duty it is to bring to your Lordship’s notice the hard facts of 
the case. 

M'hiit, therefore, are the elements out of which any Government could he formed 
when, in ])ursuancc, not of M. Selim Faris’ pseudo-policy of “ Egypt for the Egyptians,” 
hut of the true ])()licy which has a right to be called by that name, we have eliminated, 
lirst, the European' v'ith all their intelligence, wealth, and governing power; sccuiully, 
the Khedive, in whose place 'oinc illiterate Arab (I have not the least idea who) would 
have to he aj)!). inted ; thirdly, the Copts, Syrians, and Armenians., with all their industry 
and capacity foi' sedentary employment; fourthly, the native aristocracy, largely composed 
of Turks, who aie the chief land-owners in the country, and amongst whom, in spite of 
many dcCectvS, the habits and traditions of a governing class arc still in some degree to be 
found ; w! en, in fact, we have got rid of all the classes who now govern, or have for many 
centuries governed the country- The residue which would then be left would consist, 
first, of the mass of the fellaheen population, who are sunk in the deepest ignorance; 
secondly, of a certain number of small pro|)rictors, village Sheikhs, &c., who constitute the 
squirearchy of the country, and who in point of knowledge and governing capacity are hut 
little removed from the mass of the fellaheen ; thirdly, of the flierurehy, consisting 
principally of the Ulema of the El-Azhar Mosque. The latter, though numerically the 
smallest, would be by far the most important and influential of these three classes. The 
spirit which animates them would, in the first instance at all events, be infused into the 
masses below. They would be the Jacobins of the reactionary movement, and, like their 
prototypes in France, they would, if no 'troiig hand interfered, maintain their 5U[)re[nacy 



until, possibly after an acute ;md disastrous peiiod of trausdion, then- incapacity for 
government had been clearly deni >nstratcd. die coiruj)lion, niisgov ei mneiit, and 
oppression which would prevail, i ' 'a •'] , Ibis class \\( n- predw.i.:,, .m, would he 

far greater than any to w hich Eg' pt lia-, been exposed of icceul wars. An aUempt wuul i 
be made t'> rigubitc, iii't only tlie Gov. rnmcid, but abo the social liic of the couutrv', 
upon those principles of th" lahomiiicd'ui faith wliieli are most antiquated, obsolete, and 
0 ])}) 0 scd to ftu' commimiiku'c i.lcas of modem civilization. 

Egvjit may n.. v Ik said to <orni almost pmt of Europe. It i.s on the high load to 
tlic far h.a'f. E c.m amor ci a.se to be ibc . bjcci id’ jiobtical inloi’est lo all the Powers of 
Europe, and especially lo Tenglaiid. A numerous and intelligent body of Europeans and 
iion-Egy])t'an Grientals have made Egypt their hoiiie. Euiopean capital to a vaist extent 
has been suidv in the country. The rights mul privileges of the Europeans are strictly 
and jealously guarded, and, moreover, gi\c rise to eomiilieated questions wdiich it reipiires 
no small amount of ingenuity and teebuieal knowledge to solve. Exotic institutions have 
sprung lip and have taken sonic root in the country. The Capitulations impair those 
rights of internal sovereignty wliieli are enjoyed by the Rukrs and Legislatuies of most 
States. The rights conferred by the Cajutulations often render the work of legislation one 
of extreme difficulty. Tlie population, far tioiii being homogeneous, is helerogeiieous and 
cosmopolitan to a degree almost unknown elsewhere. Although the prevailing faith is 
that of I'lam, I conceive that in no country in the world is a greater variety ol religious 
creeds to he I'oniid amongst important sections of the community. To give the figures of 
one sect only, one-twcllth of the total jiopulation arc, as I have already mentioned, Cojits. 
Even the lowest classes of society have become, csjiecially (luring tlie last few years, 
nceustomed in some degree to the reign of law and order, and to the attention to the 
internal development of the country which chaiacteri/,(.' nuKlern civilized Goveinmenls. 

Can any one for one moment suppose that a Goveiiiment composed of the rude and 
liarharous elements which I have described above would he able to control a complicated 
machine of thi.s nature ? Are the Slieikhs of the l’J-.\zhar Mosque, who sit in a corner 
nnimhling texts from the Koran half the day, likelv to succeed where the TChedive and his 
Ministers, who are men of coniiiarative education and enlighti'iiment, acting under the 
guidance and inspiration of a flist-class European Power, have only met with a modilitd 
'-uccess ? J'he idea is absurd. Simtiincntal politicians inav consider tluit tlie quasi- 
national chaiaeter of Arahi’s movement gives it a claim to their ovinpaihies, hut I venture 
to maintain tliat the fact of its having been a (piasi-nalional niovcment was one of the 
reasons which foredoomed it lo failure, for in order to justify its iialioiial character it had 
to run counter, not only to the European, hut also to all the foreign Asiatic elements of 
Egyptian government and society. Xeitlicr is it in the nature of thing' that any similar 
movement could, under tlu present conditions of Egyptian society, meet with any belter 
success. 1 regard, therefore, the policy of “ Egypt for the Egy[)lians,” in the true sense of 
the word, as utterly imiuacticablc. 

History, indeed, records sonic very radical changes in the toriiis of government lo 
which a State has been subjected without the interests of the State being absolutely and 
permanently shipwrecked; but I doubt whether any instance can be quoted of a sudden 
transfer of power in a quasi-civilized State to a class so ignorant and incapable as the pure 
Egyptians. These latter have for centuries past been a subject race. Persians, Gieeks, 
Romans, Arabs from Arabia and Bagdad, Tartars, Circassians, and, finally, Turks, have 
successively ruled over lilgypt, hut we have to go hack to the very doubtful and obscure 
precedent of I’liaraoiiic times to find an instance of ’'Egyptians ruling over themseh^es. 
Neither for the present do they appear to possess any of the qualities which would render 
it desirable, either in (heir own interests or in those of the civilized world in general, to 
raise them at once to the category of autonomous Rulers. 

But it is a misnomer for M. Selim Faris to call his policy by the name of “ Egypt 
for the Egyptians.” It is as well to call things by their right names, and the right name 
of M. Selim Faris’ policy is “ Egypt for the Turks,” in which term I include both true 
Turks from Constantinople and the descendants of Turks whose families have been for 
some while resident in Egypt. 

It is no more possible to sa) after what lapse of time the descendant of a Turk 
becomes an Egyptian than it would have been to slate at what precise period after the 
English conquest the descendants of a Norman Baron ceased to he Normans and became 
Englishmen. All that can he said is that in most cases of political importance the assimi¬ 
lation is far from complete. 

There must, indeed, be a certain number of persons of Turkish descent who, by 
reason of the long residence of their families in Egypt, and of intermarriage with the 
pure Eg\ pliau', have become merged into the general population to the extent of 
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forgetting both (heir Turhish origin and the Tnrhislt lanc:(ia're. During the last century 
there were constant collisions between opposing Turkish factions in Egypt, the results of 
which generally were that the A'ictoriou' party held Cairo, to which a special importance 
was always attached, whilst the piirtizans of the vanquishid party were hani^hed to the 
provinces. Further, at the 1ii,,e of the French occupation, ;i very larirc numix'r of Turks 
left Cairn and were dispersed ov( r tlic country. It is believed that in this way n good 
many Turkish families settled in the provinces, hnt their descendants arc mostly to be 
found amongst the peasantry and the lower orders of society. 1'hcre is nothing to 
distinguish them from the ordinary fellaheen excejit that some of the charaoteristic traits 
of Turkish physiognomy may occasionally he distinguished in their countenances. To 
judge from tlieir pliysique and faces T should say that two of the grooms now in my stable 
had some Turkish blood in their veins. 

In the upper classes of society a few cases may he cited of Tuikish families who have 
been long resident in the country. Such are the Mekrems and Khashahs. A man named 
Eyoul) Bey Jenial-el-I)in died a short time ago. Ilis family, which is puicly Turkish, is 
said to have been for 170 years resident at Sioiit. In eases of this sort flic process of 
assimilation with the Egyptians has not gone far. On the contrary, the Turkish language 
is still used in these families, and 'Purkish traditions and pride in Turkish origin are 
sedulously fostered. 

Such cases are, however, rare. The fathers, or ga'andfathers, of by far the greater 
number of the Egyjitian Turks now living in Egypt came to the country in the middle or 
the latter part of the reign of Mchemet Ali, alter he had acknowledged the suzerainty of 
the Sultan. In the early part of his n ign the movement was the other way. The Tuiks 
resident in Egypt left or were expelled from the coiintrv. It is rare to come across a 
Tuik who is a representative of more than the third Turkish generation resident in Egypt. 
Most of the leading men are representatives of the second generation only. 

For the most part, the Kgyptian Turk of this category, in spite of many ties, regards 
the Constantinopolitan Turk witli a good deal of fear, not unmingled with respect, and 
some suspicion. 

He would be jealous of excessive interference from Constantinople. In spite of a good 
deal of platonic sympathy, and in sjiite of the existence of the tie which a common 
dislike to Europeans and European institutions affords, the Egyptian I'lirk would, were the 
question ever seriously put to him, soon wake up to a keen idea that Turkish interference 
meant peculation and jobbery, in whi<'li Constantinople w'ould c\[>ec‘t, and woulfl obtain, 
the lion’s share of the plunder. At the same time, be almost always remains a Turk in 
sympathy and liabits of thought. He has not become thoroughly Hgyi'tianizcd, if I may 
employ such a term, and he regards tlm Egy|)ti.ins generally as an iiiffrior race, and as a 
very legitimate subject for plunder and oppression. 

The policy of “Egypt for the 'I'urks” i.s therefore in no sense national. I 
altogether deny that it ineilts the support of those who sjinpatliize with rising 
nationalities. Arabs—I mean Egyjitian Arabs, not Bedouins—have over and over again 
implored me to be saved from Turldsh rule, at the prospect of which, when Moukhtar 
Pasha first came to this couutrv, they were somewhat seriously alarmed. The [lolicy in 
question is merely, in fact, intended to stereotype, and, it may be, to improve, the form of 
goveriimuit under which the Turks and the Turkish race exercise their pn domiu nice 
over Egypt and the Egyptians. But, as such, I hasten to admit tliat it is a policy far more 
rational and practicable than that whioli I have so far discussed. M. Selim Fan's’ policy, 
when it is called by its right name, appears to me to merit for more serious attention than 
wdien it is called by tlie name whicli, without a shadow of foundation, he has adopted. 
Having, therefore, sliowed what M. Selim Earls’ policy is not, I proceed to discuss the 
nature of his policy as it really is. I am far from condemning M. Felim Faris for not 
advocating the policy of “Egypt for the Egyptians.” No one but a dreamy theorist 
could advocate such a policy. But I do condemn M, Stdiin Faris, and those who agree 
with him, for professing to advocate that policy when, in fact, they do nothing of 
the kind. 

I proceed, therefore, to discuss the policy of “ Egypt for the Turks ” 

Before entering upon the main question I will, in the first instance, deal with one or 
two of the incidents connected with the policy recommended by M. Selim F iris. 

Of these, one of the most important is the effect which Tuikish co-operation would 
have in tramiuillizing the Soudan. 1 have already quoted some of M. Selim Faris* 
opinions on this subject, lie thinks that it was a great mistake to employ Christians, 
and especially armies commanded by Christians, in the attempt to sulduc the Soudan. A 
purely Mahommedan army should have been employed, whose advent would have been 
preceded by a “ Fetw:i ” stating that “ the Turkish soldiers were going to restore order in 


the name of religion (p. 4.5).” In suppoit of his opinions M. Selim Faris quotes (pp. 45, 
46, and 73) the high authority of General Gordon. 

It is quite true that General Gordon at one time advocated the employment of 
Turkish troops in the Soudan. On the 1 ttli February, 1884, cipeclally, he telegraphed 
to me from Bcrhcr; “ It would be sufficient for the Pauishah’.s troops to appear to cause a 
collapse of all faiiallcal feeling.” 

Any one who knew General Gordon well w'oiild at once admit that it is impossible to 
extract at haphazard tw'o or three sentences from his telegrams and despatclius, and to 
quote them as In^ matured opinions. Acting on this p/rinciple, General Gordon’s <iuthorlty 
has often been invoked to supi)oi’t the most coutradietor) views. 

I could easily show that at one time General Gordon was a strong advocate of the 
policy of “the Soudan for the Soudanese,” and that no one condemned more strongly 
than he tlie re-cstablishmcnt of Kgyptian or Turkish authority in that country. 1 can 
well remember discussing General Gordon’s instructions with him before he left Cairo. 
He expressed the strongest approval o;' the policy of abandoning the Soudan, and 
especially desired that liis approval of that policy should he stated in his instructions 
(see “ Egypt No. G (1884),” p. 1). His reasons were that he objected to Egyptian—or, 
as he geneially called it, Tuikish—rule in the Soudan. When he was on his way to 
Egypt (January 22, 1^84) he wrote as follows;— 

" I must say it w'ould be an iniquity to reconquer these people and then hand them 

back to the Egyptians without guarantees of future good government.I 

think Her Majesty’s Government are fully justified in recoin mending the evacuation, inas¬ 
much as the sacrifices necessary towards securing a good Government would be far too 
onerous to admit of such an attempt being made. Indeed, one may say it is impracti¬ 
cable at any cost. Her Majesty’s Government will now leave tlicin as God has placed 
them ; they are not forced to fight among themselves, and they will no longer be oppressed 
bv men coming from lauds so remote as Circassia, Kurdistan, and Anatolia.” (“ Egypt No. 7 
(1884),” pp. 2 and 3.) 

I do not wish to attach undue importance to these obiter d'uLa of General Gordon's 
in one sense or the other. What, however, T wush to point out i.s that both Genera! 
Gordon and his companion, Colonel Stewart, recoininonded, not once, but over and over 
again, that Zebehr Pasha should be sent to the Soudan, “1,” he said, in w'ords which 
M. Selim Faris quotes (p, 46), “ am a Christian and a foreigner ; you must send a 
Mahommedan (Zebehr), and that prejudice will be removed.” It i.^, impossible to say 
wlictlicr this policy w-ould have succeeded. For my own part, 1 shall never cease to think, 
that the disjiatch of Zebehr Pasha to Khartoum oft’ered the best chance of rescuing 
General Gordon from his perilous position. However this may he, wliat I now wish to 
point out, and what M. Selim Faris forgets to mention, is that Zebehr Pasha was not 
a Turk or an Egyptian. He was a pure Soudanese, and the whole difficulty of the situation 
arose from the fact that, whilst objections to his employment on personal grounds 
W'cre raised in England, General Gordon was unable to recommend any substitute in his 
place. He did not recommend a Turk or an Egyptian. 

Under all these circumstances, I do not think that much can be made out of General 
Gordon’s alleged support of the policy now recommended by M. Selim Faris, in so fur as 
it affects the Soudan. 

Apart, therefore, from any argument based on the authority of General Gordon, what 
evidence have we to show that the name and prestige of the Sultan, backed by the most 
solemn utterances of .Mahommedan orthodoxy, exercise any real influence over the fighting 
tribes of the Soudan ? 

In the first place, we know that in every letter which has been received from 
the Mahdi and his successor, Khalifa Abdullah, curses have been heaped indiscriminately 
on the heads of both Turks and Christians alike. 

In tlie second place, we know that General Gordon did what M. Selim Faris says the 
Turks would do. lie placed himself “in direct communication with the Ulema on the 
other side” (p. 45). General Gordon was for too well acquainted with the feelings of the 
Mussulman w'orld not to endeavour to combat heterodoxy with orthodoxy. He obtained 
manifesto signed by all the Ulema of Khartoum, setting forth witli a great display of 
erudition all that orthodox lore and logic coul I say against the religious pretensions ot the 
Mahdi. It produced not the smallest effect. 'Phe only reply was an insolent and braggart 
message from the Mahdi. 

It may be said that this was, perhaps, because (he Ulema of Khartoum were acting 
under the guidance and insjiiration of a Christian. But then we know—and this is our 
third item of evidence—that messengers from the dervishes have been to Mecca and other 
Darts of Arabia, where there arc no Christians, and that the amount of satisfaction they 
[5S-.1] * » 
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havo expressed on their return has been in direct proportion to the number of persons 
whom they found disaffected to the Sultan. 

Fourtldy, we know that Khalifa Abdullah has made creat efforts to win over Sheikh 
Morghani, who is greatlv venerated in the Soudan as a reliu:ious leader, hut the language 
addressed to him is the same as that addressed to tin Queen, the Sultan, the Khedive, 
and others. He must embrace the Mahdiist faith, or vengeance will overtake him. Hi3 
ordinary Mahommedan orthodoxy will avail him nothing. He is rc[)roached on the 
ground of his association, not only with infidels, but with Turks. I am informed that a 
very common term of abuse among the Mahdiists is to call a man “a son of a Turk.” 

Fifthly, w'c know that the experiment of using the Sultan's name has, in some 
degree, been already tried. Shuhdi Pasha remained for a long time on the frontier as the 
avowed emissary of Moukhtar Pasha. The experiment was worth trying, but I do not think 
that it can be said that his mission produced any effect, or that any objects were 
accomplished which would not have been accomplished had he never left Cairo. It 
is true that many of the inhabitants about Dongola expressed a wish for the return of the 
Khedive’s Government, but it is certain that this w'as not in any way due to the magic of 
the Sultan’s name, but to the well-known fact that the more peaceably disposed portion of 
the population are opposed to the dervishes, by whom they are oppressed. 

We have all this negative evidence on the one hand, and, on the other hand, we have, 
so far as I know, not one particle of positive evidence that Mahommedan orthotloxy, 
as embodied in the person of the Sultan, can be used as an effective weapon to tranquillize 
the Soudan. 

I well remember having an interesting conversation witli Mustapiia Pasha Yaver, 
formerly .Mudir of Dongola, on this subject. I reported it at the time to Lord Granville, 
but, I think, in a private letter. 

Mustapha Pasha Yaver is a Turk of the Turks. Flo is fanatical, very devout, and 
very obstinate. 1 can well understand how it w'as that he did not get on well with the 
English officers with whom he was brought in contact. At the same time, he gave me 
the impression of being a man of considerable powuT. Ho was very outspoken. There 
can be no doubt that he said all that could he said on the Turkish side of the question, 
and that he did not underrate the power of Mahommedan orthodoxy, or the moral 
influence of that cohesion which is said to bind together all the followers of .Mahommed. 

His view was as follow's ; Fie thought a large army was necessary to recomjuei' the 
Soudan. Fie considered that the dervishes were much more alraid of Fnglish soldiers than 
they were of any others. Fie recognized that, as matters then stood—and I have no 
reason to suppose that tliey have in this respect altered since !\e spoke—the IMahdiists 
hated the Turks quite as much as they did the Christians. Ife pointed out that if tlie 
Enalish ruled the Soudan they would, witliout doubt, establish a just Government, under 
which the people might live contentedly, but that no Christian Government would ever be 
really popular. The Turks, on the other band—altbougli be admitted that their system of 
government would in many respects be very inferior to that of the English—would be 
more in harmony with the people, who would be their co-religionists. The Mahdiist 
heresy would die out, and the hatred against the Turks would gradually disa[)pear. 

There may he .some truth in this view. I cannot .say w'hetlicr good administration or 
a quasi-commnnity of religious opinion would be the most potent instrument for governing 
the wild tribes of the Soudan. 1 feel confident that the misgoverntnont of the Egyptian 
Turks was the prinnry cause of the revolt in the Soudan, and that without that cause the 
Mahdi’s movement would never have acquired much importance. Hut whether good 
government under Christians would succeed is another and very doubtful question. I need 
not examine the point. It will he .sufficient to .say that the execution of Mustapha Pasha 
Yaver’s policy of governing the Soudan through I'nikish agency is impracticable, as it 
presupposes that an army of some sort will be dispatched to the Soudan, whereas no such 
army is available. 

M hen, therefore, M. Selim Paris argues that, at the approach of a Turkish army 
heralded by a “Fetwa,” the Mahdiist movement w'onld collapse, my answer w'ould he that 
I siiould have great i-onfidencc in the Turkish army, which would, without doubt, give 
proof of all the high military qualities of courage and endura.nee which have made the 
Turkish soldier famous. I should also think it not im[)rohable that the success of the 
Turkish army would, in the coui’se of time, occasion another revolt in the Soudan by 
reason of the misgovevnment and oppression for which Turkish civil governmeut is 
distinguished. Hut I should have exceedingly little confidence in the ” F'etwa,” and the 
“Fetwa,’’ without the army, I should consider cjuite useless. Now, as we might peihaps 
get the “Fetwa.” and we certainly cannot get the army, this virtnally disjioses of the 
matter as a qneetion of praeticp.l politk'S. 


To conclude this branch of the sulqect, it seems to me that the power and prestige of 
the Sultan’s name and of Mahommedan orthodoxy, as an arm by which tlte Soudan may 
he traiujuillized, has been greatly exaggerated. Until some much hettei evidence exists on 
this subject tlian is at present forthcoming, I should he greatly inclined to regard the 
efficacy of this weapon as a pure delusion. 

I jiass to another subject of some importance on which M. Selim Fari.s touches. 
He speaks ([>. 73)of the “immense and unlimited influence that the Sultan |)osscsses 
over tlie Egyptians;” and he quotes with approval a desj)atch from Sir Ilcnrv Drummond 
Wolff, dated the loth July, 1H8G, in which allusion is made to the good effect pioduced 
in Egypt by the presence of Moukhtar I’asha. 

M. Selim Paris’ adjectives are somewhat exaggerated. “ Immense ” and 
“ unlimited ” are scarcely words which can accurately be applied to the Sultan’s iiiflui nce 
in Egypt. At the same time, it is certain that the Sultan docs possess a considerable 
influence in the country. Egyptian Maliommedanisrn is orthodox. It is not, as in the 
Soudan, tainted with heterodoxy. The Sultan is recognized as Caliph, and, moteover, as 
Suzerain, he has a specific and important place iir connection with the government of the 
country. 

The practical questions, however, to he considered—and they arc questions of great 
importance—are, first, whether the influence of the Sultan can be used in the cause of 
good civil government in Egypt; and, secondly, whether that influence cun he used to 
further the ends of' English policy in Egypt wliilst the British occupation lasts, and thus 
help to extricate the English Government from the extremely difficult position in which 
they are at present placed. 

The former of these questions may be answcMod with assurance in the negative. 
The latter does not admit of a reply of the confident nature which may be giveir to the 
points which I have .so far discussed in this despatch. I should, however, be inclined to 
reply to this question also in the negative. 

As regards utilizing the influence of the Sultan in the interests of good civil 
government in Egypt, it is almost sufficient to point to the reports which are received 
from competent authorities as to the metimds under which other parts of the Ottennaa 
dominions are governed to show that those methods arc models of eveiything that sliould 
be avoided. The testimony of those \\lu) have experience in both'Furkish and Egyptian 
systems of administration is to the effect tliat the latter, defective though it be, is vastly 
superior to the former. The one is, under European influence, gradually making some 
progress in the path of reform. The other, so far us I have been able to judge, is for the 
most part stagnant, if not absolutely retrogadc. 

It may, indeed, he argued with great force that, in view of the vast interests involved 
in the maintenance of the Ottoman Empiie, it is not wise for any European Power whose 
policy is associated with the slahility ihat Empire to presa on reforms in Turkey. 
Many high authorities, both in European and Eastern aflairs, arc said to entertain this 
opinion. It is one which, for my own part, I am rather inclined to share. Speaking very 
broadly, it may he said that the policy of reform with a view to cnliancing the stability of 
the Ottoman Fimpire was tried after the Crimean War, and only met with a very qualified 
success. I have always rather admired the foresight and eonservalisiu of those 'J'urkish 
statesmen w-ho were wise enough to see that the lutroduetiou of railways, telegraphs, 
imju'oved systems of administration based on l'k.r(>[)c‘uu models, and, in fact, all the 
paraphernalia of civilization, connoted the decay of Islamism, the disappearance of those 
systems of government which constitute at once the force and weakness of .Maliummedan 
power, and, possibly, the eventual dismemherment of the Ottoman limpire. 

But, liowever this may be, it is now loo late to adopt a retrograde, or even a completely 
stagnant, policy in Egypt. The European and his systems are already iii admiui'-trative 
possession of tiie country. He was invited there by the Khedives of Egypt, and especially 
by Isma'il Pasha, and there, it cannot be doubted, he means to stay. Uis personal 
and pecuniary interests are at stake. He cun, should occasion aiisc, bring a pressure to 
bear against the general adoption of any very retrograde policy militatiug against his own 
interests which certainly no Egyptian Government could resist. lie would have 
Eurojieau jmhlie opinion, and therefore European Governments, who must all, in some 
deg rec, conform to [luhlic opinion, on his side. It is, indeed, impossible to deprecate too 
strongly the adoption of hasty measures of refonu in Egypt. Much harm has not 
unfrcquently during the last few years been done by uiuliie haste. I have always 
coubuiered it to he one of the most important and most difficult of my duties to temper 
the zeal of over-ardent European reformers, whilst at the same lime I was bringing some 
adi quate pressure to bear on the [ransivc obstruction of the nafive portion of the 
Administration. But alihomdi, a. a matter of historic interest, we may recognize that the 
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system of government which prevailed in Egypt in the pre-refonning days had some 
barbaric virtues, and although for my own part T should be inclined to admit that such a 
government was much more suited to the people than Europeans, judging of matters frotn 
their own standpoint, arc often inclined to think, it would, of course, be quite impossible to 
upset all that European ideas and civilization have accomplished in Egypt, and to attempt 
to re-establish a system of government based on purely Mahommedan princi[)!cs and 
Oriental ideas. 

Yet it is scarcely too much to say that Turkish predominance, if it could not 
accomplish, would certainly aim at aocomjdishing, this object. It is perfectly well known 
that what the Sultan really desires is to- bring back Kgypt to the position of a Turkish 
vilayet. Moukhtar Pasha does not conceal his views on this subject. lie traces most of 
the calamities which have befallen Egypt to the undue concessions granted by the 
Egyptian Firmans, and to the relaxation of the bonds which unite Egypt to the Porte. 

I need not discuss this policy at any length. There can be no question of its adoption. 

I will only say that, iu Egyptian as well as European interests, it would he simply 
disastrous. Far from wishing to tighten the bonds which unite Egypt and Turkey, 

I believe that the best thing which could hap])en in the interests of the former country 
would he to sever them altogether. That policy is, however, also quite impracticable 
unless some jiolitical convulsion took place which would necessitate a reconsideration of 
the whole of the Eastern question. 

T have certainly never read any document emanating from the Porte, neither have 
1 heard anything in conversation vith Moukhtar Padia, which would lead me to .suppose 
that the Turks recognize the real administrative requirements of the country, the direction 
which it is desirable reforms should take, or the true nature of the political elements, 
Eurofiean and native, which have to he manipulated. 

More than thi-, the presence of Moukhtar Pasha is a constant source of annoyance to 
the Khedive, who is very jealous of liirn. Neither can this he any matter for surprise. 
The country is not big enough for a Khedive and a Turkish Commissioner. Moukhtar 
Pasha himself—though I cannot .say that he has ever struck me as being a very capable 
man—is a voiy favourable specimen of a Turk. He is honest, and, as Turks go, little 
given to paltry intrigue. His influence for the moment is not great. Nevertheless, it is 
inevitable that he should iu some degree become the centre of whatever malcontent 
elements e.xi.st in Egyptian society. His presence tends to keep in movement an 
undercurrent of agitation amongst the most ignorant and fanatical classes in Cairo. It is 
desirable that he should leave Egypt. I need hardly add that, if the British garrison were 
withdrawn, it would be essential that lie should leave, unless wc wish to sec Turkish 
influence absolutely predominant. To leave a weak and unpopular Ruler like the Khedive 
alone in the presence of a Turkish Commissioner—especially if he enjoys the prestige and 
possesses the undoubted militarv qualities of Moukhtar Pasha—svould be to court a 
political upset. 

Turkish military force might, indeed, should occasion arise, be used to maintain 
order, although, in my opinion, the use of such a force would be highly dctiimental to the 
cause of good government and civilization iu Egypt; but for the general reasons wliich 1 
have given above, it does not appear to me to be conceiiablc that the influence of the 
Sultan can ever be used to fmtlier the interests of good civil government in Egypt, 
or, indeed, in any other country. 

Turning to tlic question of whether the influence of the Sultan can be utilized to 
further the ends of I'jigb-li policy in Egypt whilst the British occupation lasts, it is to be 
observed that one of the ideas which prevaded when Moukhtar Pasha came here was that 
it was desirable tl.at we should show to the Muliommcdan world that we were acting in 
co-operation with the Sultan. As a matter of personal opinion, I do not think that the 
effect on the minds of Mahommedans, and especially of Egyptian Mahommedans, of thi. 
co-op( ration, though, considerable, is <juite so great as is often snpi)Oscd. .\t llie same 
time, .he object was a desirable one to attain, and to come extent it was for the time being 
attained ; but the impression, .so far as I have been able to judge, dwindled away a.s the 
negotiations in connection with the Convention were prolonged, and, of course, finally 
disappeared when the negotiations broke down. '^I'lie lailurc of the negotiations was 
generally regarded by the natives of Egypt as a diplomatic triumph gained by the Sultan 
over the English Government. 

In close connection with the policy of co-operation with the Sultan, another idea very 
naturally prevailed when Moukhtar Pasha came to Egypt. It was thought that if the 
Turkish Commissioner were to cordially support us, and it he would put his imprimatur on 
all our acts, the difficulty of obtaining ready acceptance of our views from the JMahoni- 
medans in Egypt would be materially diminished. There can be no question that the 
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theory was sound, aiul 1 am quite pr^jiarej to admit tli.il ll.c i. xperiraent, though rathe.' 
h.'izardons, was wcil ^voi-tli ttyiiig. But I \eiilmv to tliink that wc slioiild be deluding 
ourselves if we did not iciognize tiiat il ha^j eoiiipletely f;iilcd. So l.ir as 1 kno\ , 
Moukhtar Pas!.,i not in any single in.damc exmlc! h'.' bifiuence on our behalf, lb' 

nuglit, to (juotc .! single ample, have (’one a gi; tdl>y the aiiimo-ity t It 

by many influential MaInnnmedaiH licre against l-iie .i.'.v .. o c Tribunal-,; but, il ll.o 

story Nul'ar Pasba tells ou this subject is corieet, be deelined to move in the inaltev. 

IMoukbfiir Pas!ia ptcf'csses to have Faiglisb s} mpatliK'S, and I do not doubt lluit he 
really posscs.sts such synipathies in the sense that lie would he glad In ,sc<* England engage 
to give material sujjpoit to 'rmke}’ in tb.e aven.t ot a wcir with llu-isia; but his preseuee in 
Egypt has not been of any lulp to Uj. liulcLd, i' is well knoaii that at one time he was, 
anti 1 believe still 1-., iu ”iar greater sunpatby wi'h Fmnth than with English ideas on 
Egyptian tpiestiuns. It must also be borne in miial tliit iloukhtar Paslia’.s po.sition now 
is ver\ dift’eient from what it vs as when Sir Henry Drummoud Woltf was here, lie tlieu 
occupied a recognized official position, and was daily subjected to the influence ot a vciy 
skilful raiglish diplomatist. Now he oceiipie.s no otfieial position. He feels that he is 
rather discredited in tliC eye.', of those who hoped and c.-^pcctcd that his presence would 
result iu a very material impetus being given to Tuikish interfeveuec and to IMahommedan 
ideas generally, lie is sore with England and cvervthing English by reason of the tailure 
of his negotiations,; and, moreover, the fact that he does nut occupy any official position 
precludes me from endeavouring, how'ever imperfectly, to exercise that influence over him 
which was so successfully exerted by Sir Henry Drummoud Wolff. 

It may be tliat some circumstances may arise in the tutme which will enable us to 
utilize the influence of the Sultan towards furlhciing the ciuls oi Ivnglish policy iu Egypt. 

In the meanwhile, and until any such circumstances do arise, 1 fear we must confess that 
our offoi'th in this direction have not so far met with much success. 

To turn to another point. M. Selim I'avis thinks, and no doubt riglitly thinks, that 
there is to some extent a community ol tcntimeiii amongst Mahoniinedans all^ over the 
world. He frequently alludes to the efliet produced by Ixaglaud’s Egyptian policy on the 
Mahommednu subjects of the Queen in India. On p. lb ot his work he makes the 
following suggcNtion ; “ Let them (the E-'glislt) appoint an Indian, a high Mahommedan 
official, to be a member of the l^gj ptian Ministry. There arc many Mahommedans m 
India, such as Said Ahmed Khan llabadur, who know Arabic, and could help to govern the 

country with integrity for the benefit of both the Egyptians and ol h.ngland.. 

Aa far as I am aware not one Mahommedam Indian has been sent to Egypt.’ 

M. Selim Faiis is in error in snjiposing that no Mahommedan Indian has ever been 
employed in Egypt. The experiment was tried by Lord Northbrook. ^ He took with him 
to Egypt Moulvie Samiullah Khan and hi, son. 1 he hrrincr occupies a distinguished 
position in tlic judicial scivicc ol the NToilh-w'ost Pi'ovinces. The latter h<is, since he left. 
Egypt, become an English liarrister, and now, I believe, practises at Allahabad. 

Samiullah Khan happens to be a great personal fiiend and disciple of Said Ahmed, 
wliom M. Selim Faris mentions. I remember Said Ahmed well when I was in India. 
He may in some re.s[)ects be considered as the leader ol the most enlightened section ol 
the Indian Mahommedans. He lounded a Mahommedan college at Aliguih, "dh the 
avowed object of reconciling Mestern knowledge and science with the teaching of the 
Koran. Neither Said Ahmed nor Samiullah Khan can he regarded as types ol the 
ordinary Indian Mussulman, wlio would look at them askance by reason of their advanced 
opinions. Still less is there anything in common between these highly-educated gentlemen 
and the ignorant and bigoted Ulema of the El-Azhar. . ■ i , i 

Lord Northbrook’s experiment was well vvorlli trying, but it cannot be said to have 
.succeeded. The Ulema at first regarded Samiullah Khau with some suspicion. I hey are 
mostly Sunnites of the llanafi seel. Tliey were so ignoiant of everything connected with 
India that they thought that most Indian Mahommedans were Shiites. \\ hen this 
erroneous impression was removed, a certain rapprochement took place. Sainiullaii Kuan 
hud many conversations with the Ulema and with the late Khairy Pasha, the Khedive s 
Cliamberlain, who enjoyed a great reputation for learning and pEHy. They vven struck 
with Samiullah Khan’s high-flown Arabic. They admired his profound knowledge^ ol tlie 
Koran and its commentators. But when once Samiullah Khun had expounded his ideas 
us to the practical administration of the law all hope of agreement at end. 

Samiullah Khan was unsparing in his denunciations of the old Mahommedan Tribunals of 
[Ogypt. In a Report addressed to Lord Northbrook on the 24th October, 1884, he 

“ The abuses of the old Tribunals are so fully admitted by all concerned, that the less 
I say about them here the better, but some Egyptologist would do well to preserve their 
[582] - ^ 
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relic.'.'’ He explained the part that Christian Judges took in the administration of the law 
in Iiidi;!. he pointed out the reforms tlu't were required in Egypt, and lie maintained that 
it i(aite possible to reconcile flu' ^)rincij)les of Kuropran faw and ju'-ticc with the 
precept' ot the Sheriat. TliC'C views 'hocked the religious feeling' of the Ulema. The 
result WPS that they parted with uuitLal rcpu1^ion. The Ulema thought Pimiullah Khan a 
freethii.!\L r who was tainted w itli hcre^ies, the result of English association, whicli were quite 
irrcconeilablc with the pure faith of Islam. Samiulluh. Kh in, on the other hand, told me 
that he 'bought the Egyptian Mahomtnedans ignorant of their own creed and wholly 
unacquainted with the first principles of law and justice. 

I doubt if the experiment of import’ r.g Induiri Mahommedans into Egypt would ever 
succeed. T know, indeed, one native gentleman here, Sheikh Abdur Rahman, an Arab 
of Syria, who has travelled In India, and who speak'' with grcil respect of the English 
administn 'ion of that country. He mixes a good deal with tlic Ulema, hy whoni he is, 

I believe, much respected But anv Indian Mahommedan whom we could bring here would 
be regarded as almost as much a foreigner as an Englishman, wliiEt in some respects his 
prestige an<l influence would he less than that of an Eughslimau. He would he weighted 
by the suspicion attaching to his Christian associations, whilst he would almost certainly 
be educated tar above the liejnE of the ignorant class whose minds he would be intended 
to inHuoncc. 1 believe T atn right in saying that the high-cla." Mahommedan official', 
who were imported by Sir Sal ir Jung from Upper India to occupy posts in the Nizam’s 
service were very unpopular at Hyderabad, thougl) eventually tlicv did a great deal of 
good. Tltc Mahommedaui'in of th.c Egyptian Ulema is of a '■trictly conservative type, 
and is much more akiiii to tlie Hyderabad opposition than to the tnore advanced views of 
which .Said Ahmed and Samiullali Khan arc representatives. 

I have thought it worth while to deal incidentally with this -.ubjcct, a-: the suggestion 
made hy M. Selim Paris it well worthy of consideration. 

I lune so far e.xamined some of the incidents connected with the policy recommended 
by M. Selim Paris. I now enme to wlrat ajipcars to me to be the most important, 
because the most practicable, of Ids locommcndations. Phrases such as "Egypt for the 
Egyptians,” or " 1 gypt for the Turks,’’ represent with tolerable accuracy the general drift 
of two separate, though connected, policies. But it rarely liappens in practical polities 
that any line of policy, a description of which can be compressed into an epigram, is 
carried out to its logical conclusions. It more frequently happens that some compromise 
between conflicting views is effected, .\miclst much that is obscure and inaccurate in 
M. Selim Paris’ language, T gather that wliat he really recommends is a compromise of 
this nature. He almost admits (p. 65) the necessity of Englisli control and superin* 
tendence. to which he says “the Egyptians do not object;” but be dwells on the 
(m[)oitance of establishing “a real friendship between Turkey and England,” which, be 
thinks, is impossible "unless Egyptian matters arc satisfactorily settled ” (p. 171). He 
insists on "the jircrogativC' and principles of the Mal'.ommedun religion and laws in 
Egvpt ” (p. 172) being Treed from foreign interference. He thinks tliat " the IMalioiumcdan 
element should be more fully represented in the Government” (p. 171). He specifics the 
particular Mahommedan clement to which he alludes. It is represi nted by Riaz, Eakhry, 
and I liiidar Pashas (p. 47). The importance of the .A.rnienian element, on whose great 
unpopularity he dilates at considerable length, should, he think', be greatly diminished. 

This is a fairly practical programme, and w’oll wortliy of consideration. 

There can, I ro’ ^"ive, he no question that it would be most desirable to establish "a 
leal fiinuisliip” between England and Turkey. There can he equally little doubt that the 
estallishment of such a friendship depends in a very great degree upon the treatment of 
ttic Kgy[)tian question. But M. Selim Earis rather begs tlie whole question when he 
adn.its the necessity of English control and superintendence, and at the same time insists 
«;n the necessity of Anglo-Turkish friendship. The palliatives which M- Selim Fans 
recommends, such as the adnii'^sion of a " strong Egyptian element into the Cabinet” 
(\). 42), niight, and probably would, have some effect on Mahonnnedau opinion here. 
ThtN would certainly be viewed with favour by Moukhtar Paslia, who would regard them 
as a first stej) towards the establishment of Turkish predominance, A very tru'tworthy 
infoimait told me a sh.ort time ago that Moukhtar Pasha recently expressed liirnsclf 
s(nevvhotin the following terms; "The English Government must know well enough 
that the I'gyjitians cannot govern themselves. When the English army leaves, Turkish 
rule will ot necessity be cstahfl''hc'l.” But 1 doubt if such palliatives would by themselves 
really go far to establish the friendship betw’ccn England and fl'urkey of which M. Selim 
Fails speaks. What the Sultan want‘d is not some slight modification in favour of 
Mahommedan princip'< •' of gdXfn ir. nt in Egypt but the withdrava! of the Britbh army 
of occupation. It ,i ' lyithdrawal would 


reconcile bin. to the Egyptian policy ./f England. It is difficult to predict how far the 
efi'eetivc "control” and "superintendence” of the English Government would be possible 
if the Briti.'h arm) were witlidiawn. M, Selim Furis thinks (p. o) that the evacuation 
would produce "a certain amount of disorder,” which may mean aii) thing from temporary 
admiiiistiativc confusion to a complete upset of the existing order of things. It is the 
iiiipushibdily of making any confulcnt forecast of the amount of disoidcr wliich would be 
produced that constitutes the main difficulty of the situation. Evacuation must therefore, 

I think, precede the cstablisluueiil of the "real friendship’’ between England and 
Turkey. 

Broadly speaking, it may be .'aid that the arguments in favour of evacuation are of a 
general, and those against evacuation of a local, character. 

Some few' Englishmen, indeed, of whom Mr. Edward Dicey is perhap.s the best 
known, maintain that the occupation of Egypt was in itself a desirable object to be 
attained, and that, having once occupied the country, it is in the interests of England to 
remain there. To those who hold these opinions the question of whether we can or 
cannot withdraw our troops is not one of jnimary importance. They consider that we 
should bv' making a first-rate political error in evacuating the country even if the with¬ 
drawal of the British garrison were possible. 

These views are, however, not generall) entertained. Tl.c counter-arguments, if 1 
understand them rightly, are somewhat as follows ; so long as we remain In occupation of 
Egypt it is difficult that our relations cither with France or Turkey should be thoroughly 
cordial. With France especially there must ah.ays be a danger that our relations may 
become seriously strained. Our ])osition in Egypt places us generally in a disadvantageous 
dijdomatic position, for any Puwer with whom we have any diflerence of opinion about 
some purely nou-Eg) ptiaii ijucstion may retaliate by opposing our Egyptian policy. The 
complicated right.', and jnivileges posse-sed, in ditferent degrees, by the various Powers of 
Europe in Egypt gieatly facilitate hostile action of this nature on their part. Again, 
especially in the event of war, our occupation of Egypt is a source of weakness rather than 
of strength. We cannot allow any other European Power to occupy the country, but we 
do not wish to occupy it ourselves. Our army is too small, and our Empire is already too 
extended, to justify our undertaking fresh military and administrative responsibilities. Our 
local position is one of great embarrassment. We are indirectly responsible for everything 
that happens, yet we do not puhscss all the power which should accompany responsibility. 
It is much to be regieltcd that we ever came to Egypt. The wisest course we can now 
pursue is to take the first good opportunity of leaving the country. 

This, J think, constitutes a fairly coirect summary of the arguments employed by 
many influential people who have paid attention to Egyptian affairs. It cannot be denied 
that they are arguments of very great weight. 

Tlie main question, appeals to ,uc tu be, not so much whether evacuation is 

derirahle, as whether it is possible. Now, the possibility or impossibility of giving effect to 
the policy of evacuation <ie[)ends mainly on considerations based on the local situation. 

If we look at the question merely from the point of view of the good administration 
and mateiial development of Egypt, it is certain that the policy of evacuation is greatly to 
be deprecated. The withdrawal of the British garrison would be the signal fora retrograde 
move along the whole line. Much of the good that has been done would he undone. The 
gradual piocess of reform would be arrested. It is difficult to say how far the retrograde 
movement would go, but that it would go far enough to do a good deal of harm cannot be 
doubted. 

If, however, it be held that it is in the interest of England, if possible, to evacuate 
Egypt, and that is the view to which, as a matter of personal opinion, I incline, I do not 
think that we need be deterred from doing so by the consideration that it is in the interest 
of the Egyptians, however little some of them may recognize the fact, that we should 
continue our occupation of the country. I should be sorry to push this line of argument 
too far, but witbin reasonable limits it appears to me to hold good. 

It does not, therelore, appear to me that we need stay in Egypt merely to carry out 
cerlain udmiuistrutive relorms, however desirable they may he, unless those reforms are so 
essential tliat their non-cxecution would contribute to produce serious political or fmaucial 
complications after the British ganisou is withdrawn. All that we have to do is to leave 
beliiiul us a fairly good, strong, and stable Government, which will jjrevent anarchy in 
Eg\pt, and will thus prevent the Egyptian question from again becoming a serious cause 
ol tumble to Europe. We need not examine too minutely into the acts of such a Govern- 
uicul. To iusuie its stability it must have a certain liberty of action, even although it uses 
that liberty in a maimer which may not always be in accordance .\ith our views. But it 
nius! vermnent whiU ’’’ ' ' ' ^ n ;t- i ‘ ' ’ .■!: fbe moral sense 
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f Fnrooe bv any frequent and gross acts of oppression and maladministration Unless 
Go"en" lu t'i, r'trthc ,rel“ con,V,.ion. of .ocicty in E„-pt, Wo ought, 

'irsfeif into ';i;’o''th:r'nu, 

The Whtde question, therefore, iippeirs to me to resolve it.elf into ''J^^ther on • 
of the elements ndth tvhich ^Ye have to deal, an unambitious programme, such I 
sketched above, is practicable. u at qp1i,n Fnris’ work 

in th^'',|';.tian Cnhinot ^ 

FSnpSfrnV' .r;'sr ofM:: re^al, .ho„i<l take the p,aco of Nubar Pasha 
and his prejent^eoto^^^^^ observe that there is no reason 

i^r„i;r,r,«n^?V"«a^r.'e -prj 

the special representatives of the P" hdJ slio«n,^on the horns of a dilemma. 

”°"r"’“omSd ^ the Minister against whom the Aral,i 

H£iS5rS;!»l= 

Mwed or the Wive Tribunals, that this necessity lias been sufficiently recognized m 
^.Jypt, it appeared to me j"'SSyW'he system whkkw^^^^ 

was to delav mattorl in order that the subject 

STcVnyed'^lf^e^^^^^ 

ro.;::enti;ir;,:S‘;.;; f age; whiC. rlence m^jt . he ne^es^. ,;h; 

of In tie'' Under these circumstances, and as 1 conia noi picren j \ 
wbicl/experience has now shown to be necessary have not seen from 

Ss.;':;—SE,r ri; '-•. - *» -«• - 

discontent amongst the Mahommedans in Egypt. 

class ttrfa^;Ts:S;;VoVSXge^ satisfy the aspirations of those whose policy is 
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“ Egypt for file Egyptians,” it is certain that such a change would lor lac time being be 
pi'pular. Egypt is not the oiilv country in which there i.w a tendency to ascribe to a 
Minister out of office idiility me than, when once the leins ot office aic 

assumed, it i-, at all within hi.-. |.t.,.v.i , . . i.tci. Riaz Easha enjoys a con-ider.dile, and not 
undeserved, ri'putation lor encruN, adimm-trative ability, and indtpendenee ol character. 
Hi- accession to office would i n,, , ve the want ot harmony which now exists 

between the Government and soui. imj/Lviiuio ■'CClious ot Mahomtnedan opinion. Il would 
not, 1 think, lie generally unpopular widi the Anglo-Egypiian ol.if.iaU, m,my ol whom, 
especially those in the Einaiicial DepcirtmeiU, complain ot the little support tney obtain 
from the present Government. Curiously enough, it would, I think, aCo h, p ip.,!,'!’ with 
the French, by whom Nubar Pash.i is much di^likcd, and who regard lliaz Pasha—I believ ■ 
on very insufficient grounds—as more French than English in his sympathies. 

The nnotficial European public, such as the commercial community of Alexandria, 
w'ould not he greatly interested in the eliange, but would on the whole regard it with 
approv.il. Moukhtav Pasha would rejoice at the change. He rcgard.s Nubar Pasha with 
all tiie luitred and contempt whieh a true-honi Turk generally feels for an .\nnenian. He 
lias, so ihr as 1 know, no jiarticular .sunpathy for Riaz Pasha or for any Egyptian, pure or 
i'.vhrid, hut lie would prefer to see a Mahommedan rather tlian a Cliristiiiu at the head ot 
the Egyptian Ministry, lie would, ai 1 h;i\e good reason fur bcliexing, expect to be 
consulted by the Khedive in the event ot a change ot Ministry. He would, as 1 have 
ulrc.idv niciilioucil, reji^arti tlic udvciit ot KidZ Piislia to povNcr as the fiist step towards 
biinging I'gypt more directly under rurkis!. nile, in which 1 think he would be nu.->lakcn, 
for, unless Kiaz Pasha’s opinions have greatly ehcinged since I was closely aciinainled with 
liini sonic f'cw' years figo, he w’ould vie a with disfavour uu\ incrctiscd iiitciicicucc ot the 
Sultan in the affiairs of Eaypt. 

Many important sections of the eummunity would, therefore, lie glad to see Ruiz I asha 
installed in office, mainly on tlie ground that they dislike Nubar l’a->ha, Some of the 
provincial officials, however—Munirs and otheis—although they have no partieular liking 
for Nubar Pasha, would view the chaiiL,' with .'ume anxiety, as Riaz Pa-'hu is known to be 
exceedingly scveie, and even arbitiary, m lii-_ conduct. It is especially imposBihle to say 
what he may not do under the inihu'nee ot per.sonal animosity to any individual. I he 
BUine remark applies, in a greater ui' le.>B degree, to most Egy ]iUans.^ 

1 do not think that M. Selim l aWB cMiggeiates Nubar Pusliu .s unpopalauly, but he 
IS somcv\hat blinded by his TurkiBh bias and hl^ personal imimoBUy lo Nubar Pa»ha. He 
thinks that the mainspring of all Nubai Pasha’s conduct is the desire to obtain Minenian 
autonomy. He puts the following Buppo.dtilious language huo Nubar Pashas mouth 

^‘n\s long as Turkey does not give ua” (the Armenians) •‘ autonomy T’ CNubar Pasha) 
'•'will trush'i'urkish inllueiiec in Lg;pi, I \<>d ahoHsii juiixlsh schools, dismiss 1 uikish 
professors, prohibit the Turkish language. T will crush all that is Malioinmedan until 

Turkey shall urant our desire ill Aimenia.” i i rn i i i 

Nubar Paslia has never prohibited the Turkish language, or abohslied i urUisli schools, 
in E'’'ypt, and 1 very mm h doubt it h^ is actuated by the inotives which M. Selim laiis 
attiibules to him. 1 believe the main desire of his life E not to offiain autonomy for 
Armenia, but to obtain popularity in Egyiit, and especially to remain in olliee. M. >elim 
Parks’ description is, however, correct to this extent, timt Nubar Paslia is geneially 
regarded — 1 believe on very insufficient grounds— as a bitter ibe to Islamibim 
^ Nubar Pusba’s unpopularity may be suffielently explained without iCBorting to far¬ 
fetched motives connected with tlic nation.il asplr.itiuns ot the ArmeniaiiB. It u due paitly 
to the fact that, ill spite of his uaqueBtio.iable ahlllly, lie has not the iaeulty ol uispiung 
cm.fidoiiee ill his strength of charueG., aflminislrutive capacity, and ti'UstwurtiiiiieBS. it is 
also, ill so far as Malioniiiiedan uj ’mluu is conceincd, due lo the lad lliaL ne is an 
Armenian Cliristian—with or without any ulterior pi ejects for the legeneridinii oi Armenia, 

about which, 1 fancy, few residents in Egypt trouble their heads. , , 

There* is, I am informed, a Turkish proverb which is to the effect that when aa 
Aiuieiiian rules the State decays,” and 1 believe that some of the more BupeiMitious 
lullowds of Islam, relying on tin until of this sayings find some cuUBolatiuii m the 
employment by the Russian Government of Loris MehUotf, AlikhanofI, and other 

NuUu- Pasha, if he weie aou..,,., ..uuout doubt, say that any dislike enteitained 

aaaiiisi liim was due to his ussoelaL.o.. with English policy. But I beheye that the view 
uul forward by M. Selim Paris luuu. nearly represents the true facts of the case. Ihe 
Muhummedum. in Egypt blame th. i^i.^li-h Govcmmeul for suppoilmg 1 ^ lu 

I V lb-avB aware of Nubar Pasha’s unpopularity amongst the Malumimedau 
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community, but during the last few months this unpopularity has shown itself in a much 
more niarhed manner than heretofore. This I attribute to several causes. In the first 
place, the presence of IMoukhtar Pasha gives some encouragement to the expression of 
Mahommediin opinion. In the second place, there is a real and growing discontent at the 
working of the new Native Tribunals, In the third place, Nubar Pasha, somewhat 
unwisely, let it be generally known that, on the occasion of his recent visit to London, be 
had attacked Sir Edgar Vincent, myself, and the English administration generally. 1 
cannot help thinking that the real reason of the new departure which he took in London, 
and which greatly surprised both myself and others who knew him, was that he wished to 
pose before the Egyptian public as the friend of Egypt, who was opposed to English 
interference in administrative affairs. The result, however, has been very curious, and the 
fact that I did not in the least foresee that result show’s how extremely difficult it is for 
any European to forecast accurately the turn native public opinion wall take. 

Instead of raising a cry against the English for excessive interference, Nubar Pasha's 
conduct has had the effect of opening the mouths of all his very numerous enemies who, 
thinking he was on had terms with myself and with the English Government, were 
encouraged to speak out much more fully than heretofore. When I returned to Egypt 
two months ago I found that, both in the native press and in native society generally, 

Nubar Pasha w’as being plentifully abused. The English Government were blamed 
piiiu‘i])ally because they had for so long supported him. His speedy fall was anticipated. 

When it was seen that T took no steps to bring about his fall a good deal of surprise and I 

disappointment was manifested. The practical result of this state of things has been very 
inconvenient, for, in a country where secrecy is almost unknown, it is well-nigh impossible 
for me to speak to Nubar Pasha on such subjects, for instance, as judicial and police 
organization, without its being at once supposed, both by Nubar Pasha and by the public, 
that I want to bring on a Ministerial crisis, 

I turn from these general considerations to the specific points about which Mahom- 
medan opinion has recently been soinewhat excited, namely, the administration of the 
“Wakfs” and the administration of justice. 

The ndmiuisf ration of the “ Wakfs” is entirely in the hands of Mahommedans. I 
have been constantly ])ressed by respectable Mahommedans to interfere in the matter, hut 
have steadily declined to do so. Neither has Nubar Pasha ever meddled with this 
administration, although, of course, if matters go badly the odium falls to a great extent 
both on him and on the English Government. In my despatch No. 483 of the 
18th October 1 informed your Lordship that the newly-ajipointcd Director-General, 

Osman Pasha Ghalib, who is an ultra-Turk, had caused much dissatisfaction by suddenly 
dismissing a number of employes; also that a general feeling existed that the revenues of 
the “ Wakfs ” were very badly administered, as I do not doubt they are. I should add 
that Osman Pasha Ghalib has also reduced the grants heretofore made by the “ Wakfs'’ 
to schools, and has diminished the number of the teachers. It is not improbable that this 
is the explanation of the accusation mo^t unjustly brought by M. Selim Paris against 
Nubar Pasha (p. 71), that lie has “abolished Turkish schools and dismissed Turkish 
professors.” 

The Khedive assured me that he would look into the administration of the “ Wakfs,” 
and H's Highness did in fact appoint a Commission under his ow'u presidency with that 
object (see my despatch No. 4S3 of the 18th October). But I understand that very 
little bas been done. The discontent still continues, and is likely to continue so long as 
the present Director-General, who is very unpopular, remains in office. 

A more important matter, however, is the administration of justice. On this subject 
M. Selim Fair- ()>. 120) expresses himself in very strong terms; “The functionarie.s 
intrusted with the laws of tlie country,” he says, “are trampling down the rights of the 
Mahommedan creeds to such an extent that the day is not far distant when the English 
will repent of their folly in allowing such a dangerous policy to he pursued in a country 
so in,!!' to Europe.” This language is exaggerated, hut there can be no doubt that great 
discontent prevails. 

1 have I'ccently addressed several despatches to your Lordship on this subject 
(No. 490 of the 23rd October, No, 518 of the 10th Novembei, and No. 531 of the 
I7th November). I have now the honour to add the following observations;— 

4'Ih' complaints made against the new Tribunals may be divided into two distinct 
categories. 

In the lirst category stand the complaints made by Europeans, which are to the 
general effect that the Judges are ignorant a.nd corrupt, that the procedure is cumbersome 
and dilatory, and, in fact, that the whole system—to which they take no exception on 
principle—works very badly. These defects, though serious, are not irremediable. They 


can bo remedied without any radical change of system. The appointment of a European 
Procui'eur-General wa.s a wise step to take with a view to removing the class of complaints 
which I am now considering, altliough I doubt if M. Legrelle is a strong enough man to 
overcome the passive obstruction which he is sure to encounter, and indeed is, as I undei- 
stand, encountering. I am glad, however, to recognize that, so far as I am able to judge, 
there bas been some slight imj)rovement in the working of the system since M. Legrelle 
was appointed. 

In the second category stand the complaints made by the iMahommedan.s to which 
M. Selim Favis alludes. The latter, indeed, complain of the Tribunals on ihe same 
ground tlic Europeans, and it is very possible that, if tlic Tribunals were working well 
from the I'urnpean point of view, we should not hear quite so much of the further 
complaints eo.anating from Mahommedans to which I am now about to allude. These 
further eom])laints are based on principle. The Malicmmedans allege that the Codes of I In* 
new Trilnmais are wholly at variance with tlic “ Shcriat,” that is to say, the Sacred Law ul' 
Islam. Tl'.oy also maintain that great nepotism exists in the distribution of appointmeni 
and that Mahommedans are excluded in lavour of Copts and Syrians. 

As ivgards the first of these complaints, there can, I conceive, be no doubt that the 
new Codes do, in some respects, clash with tlic “Shcriat.” 

Nubar Pasha, however, alleges that, except as regards the law relating to mortgage 
(a very important exception), they arc in strict conformity witli the laws which prevail at 
Constantinople. This is denied by many of the Mahommedans here, amongst others, I 
believe, by Moukbtar Pasha, although 1 have never spoken to him on the subject, I am, 
of course, not in a position to express an opinion as to whicii view’ of the subject is 
correct. But even if Nubar Pasha’s statement is accurate, his argument is not one which 
carries mucli weight with the Egyptian Mahommedans. They allege that, although the 
main principles of the “Sheriat” are of universal application, it has always been the 
practice to nsjicet local customs in different paits of the Ottoman dominions, and they 
add that the local customs of Egypt arc in many important particulars different to those 
of Constantinople and its neighbourhood. 

The subject is still further complicated by the fact that, although the new Tribunals 
have been established, the Cadi’s Court has not been abolished. This latter Court 
occupies somewhat the same position as the Court of Chancery and the Court of Probate 
and Divorce occupy in England. It deals with marriage, divtace, succession, guardian¬ 
ship, in fact, with everything that comes w’ithin the domain of personal status. Awkw’ard 
questions, which cause a good deal of excitement amongst Mahommedans, occasionally arise 
where the jurisdictions of the Cadi and of the new Tribunals clash with one another. In 
a despatch addressed to Lord Granville on the 25th February, 1884 (“Slave Trade No. 2, 
1884”), I pointed out the difficulties which arise in connection with the civil status of a 
manumitted slave by reason of the application by the Cadi’s Court of the principle-, of 
Maliommedan law. 

The more ignorant and fanatical Mahommedans would maintain, at all events in 
theory, that the “ Sherifit,” and nothing but the “ Sheriat,” should constitute the law of the 
country. They would regard any concession to modern ideas as incompatible with the 
faith of Islam. ^ 

The adoption of any such retrograde measure as a return to the “ Sheriat,” pure aiul 
simple, is, of course, out of the question. 

It has, indeed, happened, since I have been in Egypt, that a man was condemned by 
the Cadi of Port Said to several weeks’ imprisonment for smoking a cigarette in the streets 
during Ramadan. On another occasion a man was condemned to receive, and I lulher 
think he actually received, some eighty blows with a courbash for speaking disrespeettully 
of the Prophet" On more than one occasion difficulties have arisen, and have been 
brought to my notice by the Ameiican missionaries, in connection with the position oi 
Mahommedan converts to Christianity. But even the most extreme Mahommedan 
partizan, such, for instance, as the late Khairy Pasha, with whom 1 remember discussing 
the question, will admit, though possibly with some regret, that it is now impossible to 
put a man to death for becoming a Christian us the" Shcriflt ” ordains. I once, in conversa¬ 
tion with the Cadi, adduced this as a proof that, in spite of the theoretical immutability ol 
Mahommedan law, the (.’adi’s Courts were obliged to modify its application in practice. 
The Cadi fell back on much the same sort of argument as was formerly used by the 
Spanish Inquisition. He said that the Cadi’s Court, having condemned a convert to 
death, handed him over to the civil power, and that the responsibility of not carrying 
out the sentence, and thus infringing the principles of the “ Sheriat,” rested with tlie 

latter. . . ii.u u 

The moie enlightened amongst the Mahommedans, however, recognize that, although 








no poition of the “ Sberiat ’’ can be formally repealed, some of its ]irovisions, wbieb clash 
witli M'realy riedits an ! with the cnmmonol me ide ^ of modern civili/ation, m-ist be tacitly 
alluv. d to fall into abevance. M(j;’eo\( ' e that ve'-v nn'il'' ‘'a i-. t.' 

be "ot out of the Cadi’s Courts. On 1h: ot!. " ' an !, tlieir rcligiou.s feeliiu'i aie shoebed 
by the advance ot' f'h.iropean law, wbieb. ^b-'' ‘bhil- Onr ooni; the complete destruction of 
the “ ^heriitt ” Tliey have a keen ide. 1 two systems, Enrojv'.u' t,,w will 

occupy the plact of the iron and tlie ‘‘Rli'a a'tf '’thai of (he earthen pot ii! the fal-ba 'Tbev 
would like to sec some compromise ctfc'dr i, under whicb the new Tiihnnals and the 
Cadi’s Courts would be amalttamated Iw • tumine fr^in tlie new' Coiks all tiiat w;is abso- 
lutely re]'U"nant to the “ Sheriat,” wliih* "st ('bjeetionable fcatuns of Mnhommedan 
law' wer' siniply .diovved to fall into abe\ aiu‘. They tre(iu''ntly suogest the appointment 
of a Joint Commi'sion to inquire into th<' feasibility of this project. 

To leconcilc Mahomrneclan opinion t i the af!o]iTion of lanropcai', law and procedure 
is, without doubt, a difficult, but not, I thick, b\ 'imv means an impossible, task. It has 
been sucee-sfnlly accomplished in liulia. If ’he i atwa’ could ho taken in hau'l by a cood 
Anglo-Indian lawyer, who had political insHuft^ '''v] n ^eund knov\ledee of Mahommedan 
and Europmn law, and if be were backed by all tlie autiiority of tlie Kiiglish Covernment, 

I should not at call despair of seeing t!;e task .acconqilishcd in Egvfit. But with tite 
agents through whom we now have to \Ynik the thing is almo>.t out of tlio question. 

The proper person to take a matter of thi" '•or'^ up is the Khedive 11 is position and 
religious opinions, which arc those of a devout, hut by no m( ans iutoleram, Maliommedan, 
give him an. advantrem which can he possei^ed by no one else. Apart fio the purelv 
judicial aspects of the question, the Kliedive v mhl 'lo v iw wiseh- to rally to himself those 
elements of Mahomuu’dun society in lvj:ypt who are inclined to he (lisa.ffeeted. I have 
often spoken to His IIi”hncss in this sense hut I havi' never produced anything hut a 
very momentary effect 'I'he Kliedivi ’ not thnr )ughly undorsf ;iiid the immediate 
quc-stion at issue, neither will lie take tmuh t'' ”,hlc to undor.stand it. lie knows that he 
is quite safe so long as the I’.ng'li-h army is he'e, and he is quite incapable of grasping the 
idea, which ,! wise foresight should iu'til into him that it is desirahle to gnard against a 
danger wdii'di is remote. He has > o’ mu li ' dlui nee with the Mahommechms, and he has 
none of the personal characteristics whir! ’voidd enable him to conduct a difficult 
negotiation of thi- sort to a successful i-MU, Moreover, the most influential ])eop!e who 
are now cn ing out -'gainst the new Tvihimah mo representatives of the (da'-C' from whom 
the followers of Arahi wore prineiigdly taken. T'he Klicflive, therefore, dislik'es them, atv’ 
treats tliem with ratlier more than the 'w e! r. iitcn jd sho\ n hv a Turk to an Egyptian 
Arab. He is not statesman enough to lay ' i' I i' personal ;mimosi*-y towards tliose who 
encouPcaged rebellion against him. His immediate surrouaclings also, who are Turkish., and 
who exercise a had hffincnce over him, di''' '■ ' A vn hint the true Mat'- of 'M.dtommedan 
opinion in Egypt, and dissuade him from isurcs such 'l.o-.' to which I luua 

alluded above. 

With Nubar Pasha the case is diilcieiit, Ih lias, indeed, no professional knowledge 
of any judicial system, wlirtlier E\iro[)ean or ’Vlulimnmedan. He persists in thinking that 
the new'I'rhunals ni\ not really unpopulr.'- " nn Irrrates the liscontent wlhHi hu" 
been ex'dted nnonc'’ Mah.oinmedans on this -n'lj ■(■’, and there is a very fair excuse for his 
di'ing so, for, after -"he manner of Orien’' I'- mo'-t of ’■liem, when questioned bv Nubar 
Pasha, wou'd ’ A t'at they entiiel\ r rvo In all tha* lie has done and is doing. 

Nubar Pasha, it i u ' ii'inemhered, is i'^ pouer, ami it is very well known (hat lie rlocs 
not like em i d:, t; . Me would, of course, never recognize that much ef the pre\ailing 
di-cont< fact that he. an Armenian Christian, oecuprc' tlm position of 

Minister ot Justice. But at the same time he i- st"tesman (mough to sei* tlie danger of 
alienating an important and somewhat turhuh''’t sf-einn of Mahontmedan opinion from the 
Khedivial Cioveri’ment. If he knew'ho'-to set tc r,ork about it, I think he inigltt not 
he disinclined to propitiate the class of opinion of wdiieh I am now' speaking. 

Unhudunately. he appears to he ly n - • - i i nf sotting the right way to work 
about it. 

Th ' ''Um between hii > ’■ * ■ ’ * ' call the Maliommedan opposition 

is Ml g' ■ 111 between tl. 'll' avail. They distrust each ottier 

hcartih 

II , ‘ advised Nubar Pasha and his Secretary (Boutros Pasha) lo discuss 

judic'al •' ” me of th<‘re[ipeser>f"f-!ve Mahonimedaiis. TIu'y have always sliown 

g'^eat rductam "eh discussion sav ■ hti • who they felt sure would ag- ■ ■ ’'h 

firm o.-, til, ion? when intc iparatively independent m 

always been m ui has been to lead ' 
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of mutual di.'like and distrust. The spiiit in wb.C. th. Malum 'Ic approach the 

discussion is sufficiently shown by the following e.xtract from M. Selim Eari.,’ work : — 

Boutros Pasha, he says (p. 37), on one occa.sion *' invited the Mahommedan chief 
Judges—the Cadi, the .Moufti, and the Sheikh of the Grand .Mosque of EI-Azhar—to 
discuss under his presidency matters with which it was totally incompatible for him to 
interfere, uoi was it prudent for him to show such power over Eie high Muhoincdan 
element.” 

I do not, in quoting this extract, mean to imply that all the faults lie on the side of 
the JMahommedaiib. Far from it. I doubt whether the attitude of cither Nubar Pasha or 
Boutros Pasha ha.-, always been judicious or concihaloiy. But it is evident that whilst 
this spirit cxi.sts on i ither side not much good can come out of disciu-sion, 

1 turn to the second cause ofMahomnudan C",npkiliit to which I have alluded above, 
namely, the allegctl mpou-'in in the distribution of appointment-, ami tlie opinion which 
very generally prevails that Mahoinmedans arc exeludcd in fivour of Copts and Syrians. 

Nubar Pasha frequently complains, and ' ! ' i-ou, tl, .t oiw oi his chief 

difficulties lies in the choice of Judges, He miibt eithei appuim Euiopean lawyers, who 
are ignorant of the language, or he n\i.st fall h ck on natiie-., many (.f whom are eoirupt 
and incompetent. This is very true. At tlie 'Imi l;me, I doubt wi 'ik i Nubar Pasha 
has made Ihe best possible Use of the mutcrials at hi- di-po-u! 

For instance, Ismail Pa-ha Yus\i, an Egyptian 'Wiv'w, w.i- at on. time President of 
the Native ('ouii of Appeal. He 1- not .i \M'\ e.qudilc man, but he enjov ^ • 11- 
dcserved reputation ti.r honest an 1 independi.uce ot eh.iraet'-r. Niib.ir Pasha disliked 
him, and obliged him to resign his [m-t. 'i'lic cMilbiecd usignaliuii ol Chetik Bey Man&uur, 
to which I alluded in my dc-iiat', li No. dOO oft’ie .9.'hd Oet-dier, i- ai.othei case in point. 

I believe, huwi.,\er, that iii this ease the Khedive was mor. .u-pouslhlc than Nubar Pasha. 
Again, on one occasimi Nubar Pa.-lia appointed an nifeiim depeniieiit is his own, who 
possessed no -pceial qualifications whateviu', to he a .Indgt. The a;>pointnienf was 
severely critiei/.id. 1 do not -a\ lh.it a few instance- oi tlii^ -oi" uHicicnt lo 

establish a geneial charg'c of nepotism, but they show th.tt the pawouutl of the 
Depaiimeiit of Justice has lo -ome extent been recruited in an injuditmus manner, and 
when it is considered that in Eg\pl, as elsewhere, tiie public i- prune to geiieiali/e from a 
very limited mmiher of (.lets, it is easy lo understand how a lew casc.^ oi this sort have 
sufficed to inspire a geneial wan! of confidence in the manner of m.ilviiig appointments. 

As regards the alleged e.xelusion of Mahommeduns, 1 on .1 not at present trouble 
your Lordship with the statistic- on tlii- subject. It will he sufficient for me to state that 
I liavo satisfied mv-elf that the opinions vciys generally current amongst ilic Mahommedans 
as to the excessive employment of Copts and Syrians are very inuceurate and exaggerated. 
Mahommedans constitute by far the greater part of the .judicial Staff. 

I have in a previous jiorlion of this despatch mentioned that M. Selim I’aris lias 
derived a good (leal of his information from the Sheikh-el-Saadat. I am well acquainted 
with the Sheikh, He rreipienll) comes to see me, and has dined at my house. 
Personally he is not mucli re.sjiceted amongst austere Mahoinmedans, as he is supposed to 
drink, and though orthodox, is thought to be far from devout. But he lias a good deal of 
influence, as he is the head of the most considerable family in the country, which is ol 
true Kgy'ptian origin; his family has been here for centuries. The Emperor Napoleon, 
when the Ercnch were in Egypt, conferred the Legion of Honour on his graiullatlier. 
The present Sheikh is a member of tlie Legislative Council. I was speaking one day to 
him about the employment of European'-; I mentioned that the salaries of the Conunis. 
sioners of the Debt and other high iMiropean tunctiouaries were about to bt leduced to a 
maximum of 2,000/. a-vear. He expre-sed his approval, and said that the reduction 
would without doubt lead to a large economy. As a matter of curiosity, and in order to 
test the accuracy of his knowledge, I asked him how large he thought the economy would 
be. I suppose,” he replied, ‘•some 200,000/. tu 300,000/. a-year.” The real economy 

was about 10,000/. • i i oi i i i c i ^ • 

I mention this incident as it shows how the class ot wlncii the bheikn-ei-baaclat is a 

representative rush at conclusions without any sort of real inquiry into the facts. 

The charge of favouritism as regards the Copts is not, however, entirely devoicl of 
foundation. Some months ago Nubar Pasha named a small Committee lo examine into 
the personnel of the Tribunals. This Committee named ten persons—eight Mahommedans 
and two Copts—who, they thought, for one reason or another, should be made to retire. 
The whole, or at all events the greater portion, of the Mahommedans were dismissed. 
The two Copts were miiintained in office. When the matter came to my ears 1 inquired 
into it. Reasons which appeared to me to be inadequate were alleged for not dismissing 
the Copts. It would, indeed, have required very strong reasons to justify so injudicious a 
[582] 2 G 
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treatment of the subject. lu consequence of my representations the two Copts were 
subsequently dismissed, but the Incident naturally gave rise to a good deal of adverse 
comment in Mahommedan society. 

Mahommedan suspicion on this subject is not likely to be allayed so long as Boutros 
Pasha is Secretary to the Department of Justice. Boutros Pasiia, to quote M. Selim 
Paris’ words, is “ an intelligent functionary ” (p. 37). He ha? not a good reputation for 
integrity, but 1 have never heard any evidenee which ^\o^ld justify me in saying that he is 
corrupt. There is, however, some reason to suppose that lie was concerned in the land¬ 
jobbing on account of which the late Minister of the Interior, Ahd-el-Kader Pasha, was 
obliged to resign (see my des]>atch No. 146 of the 10th March, 1887). 

However this may he, there can be no doubt of hi^ extreme unpopularity amongst the 
Mahommedan community. M. Sclirn Faiis says (p. 37) that “he is cau.sing had feeling 
which, sooner or later, must create difficulties of a serious natuic.” There can he no 
doubt about the had feeling, and 1 agree with M. Selim Paris so far as to think that, if 
the British army were not here, the ditficultics resulting from that feeling, and other con¬ 
nected causes, would be of a serious nature. 

Such, therefore, are the specific causes of complaint amongst the IMahommedans 
which tend to aggravate the unpopularity which Nubar Pasha owes to his faith and to 
his Armenian extraction. ‘ *' 

I now revert to M. Selim Paris’ suggestion, which is that, in view of Nuhar Pasha’s 
unpopularity, Riaz Pasha should he installed in his place. The question which I pro[;ose 
to examine is whether it is on tlie whole desirable that the inllucnce of the British 
Government should be used to bring about this change. 

'riie answer which I should bo inclined to give to this question is that it depends 
mainly on wliat is to be the policy of Her Majesty’s Government in the immediate future. 

If It he once decided that the withdrawal of the British garrison is to take place within a 
specified and not very remote date, then I should say that M. Selirn Paris’ view is correct. 

It will be wise to bring “ a strong Egyptian (or, to speak more correctly, Turco-Kgyptian) 
element into the Cabinet’’ (p. 42). 

M. Selim Paris (p. 42) says that Nui)ar Pasha has expressed himself in the following 
terms:— 

“If the English evacuate Egypt I,'* (Nubar P.isha) “will not wait until after the last 
battalion has started ; the last battalion will leave after me." • 

I have myself often heard Nuhar Pasha use language of this sort, and, although his 
o])inion3 often fluctuate' with amazing rapidity, and although l)ut little importance is to be 
attached to any chance expressions such as a very garrulous man like Nubar Pusiia may 
Id drop in conversation, at the -aiuc time I l)clieve that he is fully aware that it would he 
quite impossible for him to remain in olilcc if the liriti&h garrison were withdrawn. It 
wivdd he undesirable that he should remain in office until the eve of llie departure of tlie 
jUirrison. It would be more consisletil wifh some liopc of subsequent stabilit} that the 
^Iinister who will probably rule alter the evacuation has taken place should al-o rule loug 
enough bcforeliand to prepare the way for evacuation. 

Some useful reforms have been carried out during Nubar Pa-liad (. .tuic <-i udlce, 

’.d, although I do not think that he ean liC Siiid to hava* initiated any of tliosc relorms, a 
fair share of credit may, and ouglit, lO he attributed to him for having generally used ids 
influence on the side of civilization and good govei’ninent. Afore than tliis, sosne [irogi'ess 
—notaidy in the direction of lur'ani/ing tlu' '.'''inv—''luui i lade towards pivj)ariiig for 
evacuation. 

But T cannot lioncstls say tliat Nuhar Pa.slia’s licisonality lias in any '.say tuatrihuted d 

‘0 facilitate a policy of withdrawid. I’he contrary i-' rather the I'asc. 4'liut policy is 
'■ntrary to his own interests, and he believes.—and I do not doubt honestly believes—not 
only that it is contrary to the inti ' if England, and, therefore, will never be '■eriousiy 
.■’.oj)t(.d, hut also that it is iinjiractieiiblc. His main idea, to whieli, amidst many clianges, 
lie clings with some tcnacit;., is to obtain administrative and legislative autonomy for 
Pigypt, whilst a British force is to remain in the country to preserve older. He has 
I'onstanlly in conversation will: me made a distinction between “I’occupation Anghiise,’’ 
of which he Is a warm advocate, and what he terms “ roceupation :ulministrative Anghiise,’’ 
to wliicli he object';. Ue thinks that before long some political convulsion will probably 
lake place in Eurnj of the results of wliich will lie tiiat England’s hold over Egypt, 

far from being rchiAcd, .ill lie tightened. 1 repeat, tlicrefore, that if the English Cioverii- 
ment had once made up its mind to withdraw the troops at a certain date, and if the 
unnouncement of this intentiou did not lead to Nubar Pasha’s n.signation, it would not 
only be justifiable to move the Khedive to effect a change of Mini.sters, but that it would 
he almost imperati\e for to do so in order to give every po'.sible chance of stability 
to the Government which would as.sume the rein? of power after our departure. 


If, however, we are to go on for the present as we have been going on for the last 
five years, that is to say, if no date for withdrawal is to he positively named, (he case is 
very different. Under thi.s hypothe.«is I see no reason why we should take any active 
steps in the matter. In the first place, in spite of many defects, Nubar Pasha possesses 
some qualifications for his present post which arc not to he found in any other Egyptian 
statesman. He is much more in touch with European, and especiallv witli Fngli''h, public 
opinion than Riaz Pasiia. Tliis is a point of some 'mpovtaiieo 'iliich, 'o long as our 
occupation lasts, we cannot afford to neglect. In the second piacc, changes of Ministry 
in Egypt are always lather to lie deprecated. They jiroduce so , c confusion i'l a country 
where the piineiple of coutinuity of policy meets with hut slight recognition, '^Ve know 
the class of difficulties we have to encounter with Nuhar Pa-ha in office. T.he probable 
behaviour of Riaz Pasha under the presenl condition of iiffaii'S in F.gvpt mu-t i'o, more 
or less, a matter of conjecture. It is not dc.-irablc for the Fuiglisli Government to pose in 
Egypt as tile partizan of this or that Minister. A wiser course is to give a fair and 
reasonable snppnit for llie lime being to wiiatevcr .Minister may he in power, irrespective of 
his alleged pro-English or :inti-English proclivities, whieli ;ire often more or less imaginary. 

In the third jilace, one Egyptian Ministry—that ofGherif Paslu’ -lias already fallen at 
the behest of the English Government. Tt is not desiralile, so long as our policy remains 
in its present ratlicr uncertain condition, to repeat this process unle.ss it bo absolutely 
necessary. Tii doing so we slinuld shake wliatevor piestigc and autliority i' possessed by 
the Khedive, who, 1 may mention incidentally, is just now on veiy good terms '.;ith Nubar 
Pasha, and we should figure prominently herorc tlie eyes of Enropi^ and of Ee-vpt as the 
real rulers of tlie country. 

If, therefore, any ciiangc of Ministry takes place, v.e ma}, I think, acciiit it with 
equanimity and witho'it di-satisf-,ctioii, hut I do not think that, unless we liave di finitely 
resolved to withdraw' our troops at no very distant date, 've need at present like any 
measures to effect a change. 

In speaking of a change of Ministeis I have assumed that Rhiz IMslui i- the only 
possible successor to Nuhar Pasha. 1 am not quite sure if Riaz Pasha would accept otlice, 
1)ut 1 think he would do so. One of the weak jioints of the whole Egyptian system is the 
t“ew men who have risen above the most ordinary mediocrity. For many years the 
Ih'csidency of the Council has. with the sole exception of the period taker, up by the 
Ardii episode, liccn tilled hy either Clierif Pasha, Nuhar Pasha, or Riaz Pasha. Of tliese 
three only the two latter remain alive. Neither of them are in reality men of first-rate 
ability or administrative capacity, hut they shine hy the conspicuous absence of talent on 
tiie part of those wlio are placed in competition with them. 1 know of no younger men 
coming on who can he designated with confidence as likely to take a leading part in jmblic 
affairs. 

The only possible alteinative to Riaz Pasha, so far as ! know, is Mustapha Pasha 
Kclimy, the present Alinister ot the Interior. lie is a thoroughly honest and sensible 
man, with very conciliatory manner-. He would he sure to get on well with the Anglo- 
Ecyjitian officials, and he would be a very facile instrument in the liands of the laigh’sh 
Rejsvesentative at Caii'o. He i.s a Alahomniodan, although, having been educated in 
Europe, he would probably be regarded hy the Sheikhs of the El-Azhar Alosipie as a free¬ 
thinker. For the reasons I Iiave already given 1 do not attacii much iiiqiortance to his 
Algerian extraction, to which M. Selim Paris alludes (p. 15). For all practical purposes 
he ma\ ’ e rc' arded as an Egyptian in the same .sense as Riaz or EAikhry Pasha are 
Egyptians. On the other hand, he is not a strong man. Although liked and ro-pectecl, 
!ie does not carry much wciclit. He lias far less force of character, and, I think, on the 
whole, less general ability, than Riaz Pasha. Although, therefore, many Engli-hmen in 
the E/!:vptian service would like to see Mu>tapha Pasha Fchmy at the head of the l‘jgyptiui 
Ministry, for my own part 1 incline to the view that, if any change took place, tlie 
appointment of Riaz Pasha is to he preferred. 

Supposing, however, that an Egyptian Ministry wove once formed in which the 
Turco- Egyptian element were strongly rcprc.sontod, what chance would it have of main¬ 
taining order and of carrying on the work of government in a fairly civilized fashion aUcr 
the British garrison had been witlulrawn ? 

Of all the series of (juc.stions connected wUli Egypt thi.- is. uitiiout doubt, (he nio.t 
important. If a confident answer conld lie given to it tlie more serious aspects ot tlie 
Egyptian question would be solved. But no one acting under a sense ot responsibility, 
who is well acquainted with the facts, would hazard a confident answer. All I ean hope 
to do is to lay before your Lordship some observations winch may help towards an 
appreciation of the arguments for and against evacuation. 

If wc were to leave the country nowq or witliin a year oi i \o, liow far would it have 
been improved in comparison with its condition five years ago? 
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The following is, I think, a fair suinniary of what has been clone. Our mere presence 
here has given fair scope to the action of those economic causes which w'ork towards the 
improvement of the country. Confidence has been restored, capital has been invested. 
Independently of any specific acts of interference, the predominance of English influence, 
backed up by a llritish garrison, has also tended to diminish arbitrary end oppressive 
conduct on the part of Government officials, and to instil into the minds of the people that 
they have certain rights which must 4)c respected. 1 do not doubt that the fear of 
English interference has acted as a powerful check to maladministration, and has 
prevented the execution of many objectionable acts. The State finances have, under 
circumstances of great difficulty, been got into such order as to render bankruptcy 
improbable, though it is still possible. When we came here three great evils existed. 
The administration of the country was mainly carried on b} the free usc of the 
courbash, which was employed not only as a punishment but us a nmans of extorting 
evidence and of collecting taxes. The corvee was employed for jiublle works, and also, I 
fancy, in some cases for the execution of private works by influential peoj)!'. Corruption 
(“bakhshish”) was almost universal. ^Ye have entirely aboli-'licd the use of the 
courbash. We have greatly diminished the employment of forced labour. We have 
made as much impression on admiuistralivo corruption as was possible in so short a time. 
The material prosperity of the country depends mainly on the sv-te ii of ii rlg.ition. We 
have enormously impiovcdthat system, both by the execution of works under t!ie direction 
of skilled engineers, and by insuring a fair distilbnlion of water. ^Ve have made the artnv 
as perfect as a fellaheen army can ever be. Wc have matcrialh iiupro\etl the police. 
Under our auspices a judicial system htis been inlrodneed which, though extremely 
defective, is, I readily and gladly admit, aii improvement on what previous!} existed. The 
currency has been reformed and greatl} improved. The contraband trade in tobacco has 
been suppressed, A considerable step has been taken toward.s assimilating tire taxes paid 
b\ liluropeans and natives. .Much has also been done in the \va} of climinishing the 
excessive privileges enjoyed by BuropeaPiS in rcsj)CcL to SLibmlssiou to the Cuoloms 
Rcgulaiions, Some sanitary improvements of an important character have been made, but 
finaneii'I necessities have prevented us from doing all that could be desired in this 
direction. We have made a very fair start in getting back into the hands of the 
cultivaioH the huge estates which had been accumulated by the lute Khedive. Little has, 
to my great regret, been done fur education, the money granted to the Educational 
Department having been nece.ssaril} insutficient to cfTect many improvements. The 
suppre-sion of domestic slavery has, during our occupation, received a ficsli impetus. 
The Trade in Slaves between Egvpt proper and tlic Soudan may be said to have ceased 
altogether. 

M. Selim Paris says (p. 58) that “the actual political state of Egypt.has contri¬ 

buted to the increase of poverty and misery in the country;” and he mentions, apparently in 
illustration of his meaning, that ‘•'the rate of mortality in Cairo is 4 per 1,000 for the 
Euro])eans and 50 per 1,000 for the natives." The statement is quite untrue, and the 
illustration ridiculous. The comparatively high rate of mortality amongst the native— 
principally the infant—poj)ulation of Cairo Is due to the uncleanly habits of the Egyptians, 
to the want of professional knowledge on the purl of the native doetors and midwives, and 
to the incidents connected with the seclusion of the harem. 

The summary which 1 have given above is sutfieient to show that great and importani 
reforms have been efiected. There can be little doubt, as 1 have already mentioned, that, 
were the British garrison withdrawn, the progress of reform would be checked. Several 
of our reforms will, unless they are upset, tend to the preservation of fmancial equilibrium, 
which is a point of great political importance. But tlic point to which I now wisli to draw 
special attention is that few of them, however desirable in ihetusclves, can be said to have 
done much to insure the stability of the Khedivial Government after the withdrawal of the 
British troops. Indeed, although I .say it with regret, 1 rather think the contrary is the 
case. In Ismail Pasha’s time the Government, though exceedingly bad, was strong. The 
ruling classes were oppressive. Almost all the reforms which we have undertaken have 
necessarily been in the direction of cheeking the arbitrary eonduel and opi)rest,iou both of 
the Government and the ruling classes. They were very desirable reforms. A generation 
of improved administration of this sort would, without doubt, give stability to the Govern¬ 
ment. The reforms would have time to take root. A real and elective popular feeling 
would Ije enlisted against any very retrograde measures. But whilst the reforms have not 
as yet had time to take root, or to meet with general acceptance, they have gone fur 
enough to weaken the strong executive action which was the only merit of the Govern¬ 
ment which preceded the reforming period. Politically speaking, the opinions of the 
masses in Egypt, as in most Oriental countries, count for little. Now, most of our 
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reforms have principally bcin-fitcd the ma-^jcs. The influential rdasses have been generally 
opposed to them. They think the abolition of the courbasli was an error dictated by 
foolish bumanitaviau motives. Many of them deprecate the abolition of the corvee, a 
measure which is often opposed to their personal interests. They regard administrative 
corruption as a very venial offence. They care nothing for sanitary and other improve¬ 
ments. They care little for the maintenance of financial equilibrium, which in their eyes 
is associated, and not unnaturally associated, with the payment of taxes. The idea that 
national insolvency means increased European, and perhaps international, interference is 
too complex for most of them to grasp. In many cases they positively dislike the 
improvements in tlie sjstem of irrigation, as they were in former times always able to 
secure jdcntyof water for theniBelvcs, iuid now that the water is more equitably distributed, 
they find that, their privileges having disappeared, they are rather at a disadvantage as 
compared to hcrctofoie. The leaders of religious thought regard some of the changes that 
have been made—notably the institution of the new' TVibuniils—as sacrilegious. 

On these grounds I fear we cannot look to our reforms to insure the stability of the 
Government after the British garrison is wltlulrawn. 

Neither can we look to any travesty of free institutions to insure this object. The 
Legislative Council is, indeed, a fairl} useful body, altbougb it is composed of persons who 
only represent ela-s iateiosts. But tlie Assembly is, in my opinion, an institution far in 
advance of the requirements and political education of the country. Far from constituting 
an clement of stability, circumstances might, I tliiid<, arise which would render it an 
element of danger. 

I have already said that the only possible form of Government under the present con- 
dition.s of society in Egypt is a despotism. So long as we remain in the country it will be 
a paternal despotism, and there can be no barm, but rather good, in its being a more or 
less veiled despotism ; but if we witlidraw our garrison, the despotism will almost certainly 
be less paternal, and, if it i-. to he -table, it will probably of necessity have to he much less 
veiled. 

In such a form of Government everything depends on the character of the despot. 
The present Khedive possesses some good and amiable qualities. lie occasionally shows a 
good deal of common -ense in dealing with public affairs, of which, however, he not 
unfrenpiently takes a very superficial view. But his best friends could not maintain that he 
is a horn ruler of men. On the contrary, he is an eminently weak man. He ha- somehow 
not the power of intlucneiug either puldic opinion or thoso with whom he is brought in 
personal contact. 1 should have very little confidence in his being able, unaided, to deal 
with any serious complicaliuiis which might arise after our departure. 

Yet—if we except Halim Pasha, about wliom 1 cannot speak, as I know nothing 
of his personal cha\'ai1er—the present Khedive is, for the time being, the only possible 
Ruler of Egypt. 

Ismail Pasha, indeed, lias some [laiti/aus, not in Egypt, but in Europe. But his 
re-installation as Khedive, especially iiftir he was dcpo.scd by the joint aetion of France and 
England, is most undesirable. He is said to be in bad health, llis extravagant habits, and 
the ease with which he fulls into the hands of European adventurer.s, would almost 
certainly bring about another financial collapse. Moreover, the return of Isina'il Pasha, 
without a return to the oppressive system under which he governed, would be useless, even 
if it were possiljle. If lu' weie not allowed to govern in his own way, it may be doubted 
whether he would be able to govern at all. 

I turn to the army. So long as the Khedive has the army on his side he ought to be 
able to maintain his position. On the other hand, it must he remembered not only that it 
was a mutiny in the army whieh brought about tlie British occupation, but also that none 
of the Egyptian Ministers had the statesmanship to foresee the storm which was brewing. 
I well remember, when I was passing through Egypt in the winter of 1880, on my way to 
India, warning Riaz Pasha, with whom I was on Ti'rms ol intimate personal fiiendship, that 
the events eoimeeted with the fall of the Wilson-De Bligni(!res Ministry must of necessity 
shake the discipline of the army, and that he would do well to beware. To any one who 
had the smallest experience of government it was, indeed, clear that no armed body ot men 
could be treated as were the Egyptian army in 1879 without leaving some serious cause 
for anxiety behind. Riaz Pasha laughed at the idea of any danger. 

I have already mentioned that the army is now as perfect as any Egyptian army 
is ever likely to be. There is at present no bad spirit amongst the troops. I am assured 
by English officers that It is easier to learn what is really going on in the ranks ot 
the Egyptian army than it would be amongst the native troops of India. But it is almost 
impossible to say with any degree of certainty whether the Egyptian troops would follow 
their English officers and remain loval to the Government iu the face of any political 
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excitement, especially if it were fanned by the leaders of religious opinion. The best 
troops are the blachs, and they are said to be especially unstable and capricious. The 
Khedive, moreover, has, unfortunately, none of the military qualities for which his great¬ 
grandfather (Mehemet Ali) and his great-uncle (Ibrahim Pasha) were distinguished. He 
takes, indeed, a certain interest in the distribution of patronage, which is a matter 
touching his prerogatives, but he can with difficulty he got to show himself to his troops, 
and he appears to be altogether devoid of the qualities and ignorant of the arts by which a 
born soldier acquires the confidence and sympathy of the officers and men of his army. 

I conceive that the skin-deep loyalty of the Egyptian soldiers to the Khedive is merely a 
matter of discipline. If discipline were relaxed, it would very probably disappear. It is 
official, not personal. 

Next to the army, the most efficient instrument for the maintenance of tranquillity 
and orderly government is a sound administration of justice. The judicial system of 
Egypt is, how'ever, most defective and complicated. No less than four different jurisdic¬ 
tions exist, namely, the Mixed Courts, the Consular Courts, the new Tribunals, and the 
Cadi’s Courts, I have already shown that the new Native Tribunals, which for the purpose 
of my present argument are the most important of the four systems, arc working badly, 
and are, moreover, very unpopular with an important section of Egyptian society. 

Lastly, it is to be observed that, if the finances of Egypt could be kept in good order, 
no excuse for foreign interference would, save in a case of extreme disorder, arise. The 
Egyptian Treasury is still, howevei’, hovering on the verge of bankruptcy. It is impossible 
to say with any confidence that no relapse would take place if British influence were 
withdrawn or diminished. It may, on the other hand, be predicted with tolerable certainty 
that tlie withdrawal of the British garrison would, in the first instance at all events, diminish 
trade and thus affect the revenue. 

The props on which most Governments or dynasties rely to insure their stability are 
institutions in harmony w ith the opinions of the people, a community of sentiment between 
the rulers and the ruled, a loyal army, a sound administration of justice, a solvent Exchequer, 
and, in the case of a despotism, a strong and masterful despot. I have showm that no 
great reliance can be placed on any one of these bulwarks in Egypt. 

If we were now to withdraw the British garrison from Egypt, the position would be 
something of this kind : the Government would be taken over by a weak Ruler, assisted by 
Ministers of no great capacity. Apart from any considerations based on personal charac¬ 
teristics, the legislative and executive authority of the Government must necessarily be 
weak, owing to the difficulties which the Capitulations interpose in the way of passing and 
of executing the laws of the country. The southern frontier will, in all probability, con¬ 
tinue fiji’ a long time to come to be in a somewhat disturbed state. The native aristocracy 
of the country would be in favour of a retrogade policy, which would certainly meet with 
opposition from the European elements in the Government. Hence a fertile source of 
friction would arise. The ultra-Mahoinrnedana would be out of harmony with European 
ideas, which have taken great hold of tlie Administration, if not of the country, and also 
with the Khedive, for whom they entertain no great respect. Foreign intrigue would he 
intensified. The loyalty of the army would be doubtful. The Ivxchequcr would be in a 
state of very doubtful solvency. The administration of justice would be very defective. 

I fear that some of these features, such as the character of the Khedive, and the 
doubtful loyalty of the army, must be regarded as of a lasting nature. I mean that, in all 
human probability, the risks which result from tliem A\ould have to be encountered at the 
nioment of withdrawal, whether that moment be six months or ten years hence. Others, 
such as the condition of the finances and the defects of the judicial system, may in time be 
modified in intensity. One very important feature in the situation, namely, the want of 
I'.arrnony between the Mu^sulman population and the Government, may, perhaps, be 
(liminated by a change of Ministry. 

But it is useless to conceal from ourselves that, whenever we withdraw our troops, the 
risk of a political upset, and, therefore, of further Egyi)tian complications, will be very 
great, and that although, by wise measures, wc may perhaps lessen, we cannot possibly get 
rid of the risk altogether. 

1 have now been thinking over this matter for some five years. I have always 
.ipproached it with a strong predisposition in favour of evacuation, not only because it was 
my duty to do so, evacuation having been tlic policy of successive Governments which J 
have had the honour to serve, but also because 1 am well aware of the dilliculties, 
diplomatic and parliamentary, whicli arc involved in our staying in Egypt, and further, 
because my own personal opinions incline towards the expediency of withdrawing the 
British garrison. 1 need hardly say that, if effect is given to the policy wdiilst 1 have the 
honour to represent the British Government here, no effort shall be wanting on my part to 


make it a success. But I must honestly confess that the more I see of the facts of the 
case, and the more I consider the complicated nature of the whole Egyptian machine and 
t the character of the agents on whom, after the departure of our troops, we must mainly 

rely to work that machine, the more docs the extreme difficulty of giving effect to the 
policy of evacuation present itself to my mind. I certainly should not be at all surprised 
if the force of circumstances were too great for us and if w’e were obliged to stay in Egypt 
for at least many years to come. 

Before concluding this despatch I should wish to make some observations on the 
position we have held since the occupation, and that which we now liold in Egypt. 

After the battle of'I'el-el-Kebir the policy of the English Government was to evacuate 
Egypt as soon as possible. Tlie events of the Soudan intervened, which lendered it 
necessary to nf)stpone the execution of the withdrawal policy. I am not prepared to say 
that it would have been possible to withdraw the whole of the British troops even if those 
events had not intervened. The destruction of General Hicks’ army altered the whole 
course of events. Inter alia, it resulted in the English Government defining in some 
degree the nature of its responsibility in connection with Egyptian affairs. They decided 
that the Soudan was to be abandoned. The Egyptian Government demurred to the 
adoption of this policy, although they had no practical alternative to recommend. On the 
4th January, 1884, Lord Gianville wrote to me a despatch which led to the resignation of 
Cherif Pasha. It ran as follows (“ Egypt No. I ” (1884), p. 176) :— 

I need hardly point out to you that in important questions wiiere the .idministration 
and safety of Egypt arc at stake it is indispensable that Her Majesty’s Government should, 
so long as the provisional occupation of the country by English troop'; continues, be 
assured that tlic advice whicli, after full consideration of tlic views of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, they may feel it their dutj to tender to the Khedive should be followed. 

“ It .should be made dear to the Egyptian Ministers and Governors of provinces that 
the responsibility which for the time rests on England obliges Her Maje.sty’,s Government 
to insist on the adoption of the policy which they recommend, and that it will be necessary 
that those Ministers and Governors who do not follow this course should cease to hold their 
offices.” 

I venture to express an opinion that the principles set forth in this despatch arc very 
sound. Wc ought, indeed, to be very careful of pressing our opinions on the Egyptian 
Government, hut when once the English Government has made up its mind on an 
important point of policy 1 think that, so long as the British occupation lasts, the Khedive 
and his Ministers should he obliged to follow any advice which, after full consideration, may 
be tendered to them. 

After the fall of the Chdrif Ministry c.unc the Financial Conference of 18'’4, which 
haoke up without arriving at any result. 

Then followed Lord Northbrook’s Mission. A good opportunity then [ircsentcd 
itself of settling Egyptian matters on a fairly satisfactory basis, but Lord Northbrook’s 
proposals, whicli were in the direction of assuming fresh responsibilities, were not accepted 
by Eler Majesty's Government, and nothing came of his Mi.5sion. 

I pass by the Gordon episode, with all its distressing incidents, as it had no real or 
lasting effect on the subsequent political situation. 

In 1880 another attempt was made to settle the Egyptian (question on the basis of a 
conditional evacuation. At one time it appeared jivobablc that the negotiations with the 
Sultan would lead to some practical result, hut they eventually broke down, owing to 
French opposition. 

Since the failure of the Constantinople negotiations no fresh attempt has, so far as I 
know, been made to settle the broad issues of the Egyptian question, although an arrange¬ 
ment has been made with the French Government in connection with one incident of that 
question. I allude to the neutrality of the Suez Canal. 

During all the time these various negotiations were going on, our local policy has been 
necessarily very ill-detincd, and, being ill-defined, it has, of course, been extretnely difficult 
to carry into execution. T have never asked for any general instructions as to the attitude 
I was to assume, as 1 felt that it was, under the circumstances, impossible to give me any 
instructions which would be of much use for my practical guidance. 1 have always 
endeavoured to settle the numberless local questions which have constantly arisen in Egypt 
without reference home, and I have generally succeeded in doing so. 

When I arrived here, in September 1888, I found that, under the pressure of English 
public opinion—which was, and still is, very ill-informed on Egyptian questions—two 
policies, which were quite irreconcilable with each other, were in full swing. We were to 
evacuate the country speedily, and at the same time we were not only to reform every 
branch of the Administration, but we were even expected to extirpate, almost by u stroke 




120 


cf the ] (?n, suclf long-alitiidin^^ social evils as the universal corruption which prevails in 
Egjpt, One of my first duties was to point out that evacuation connoted the support of 
the Khedive’s authoiity, a diminution of English interference, and a certain tolerance of 
abuses. Reform, on the other hand, entailed a temporary diminution of the autho'ity of 
the Khedive, by reason of the increase of English interference, without which it was quite 
hopeless to suppose that any ical progress could be made. 

Gradually the interest of English public opinion in Eg'}qitian aflairs waned, being 
attracted to other matters of domestic policy. At the same time increased hostility was 
not unfrequently displajed in England and in Eg)pt to the emjiloymcnt of Europeans in 
the Egyptian sei\ ice. itlioiii iecci\mg ^iii^ gcneitd m&trnotions, it appe<iicd to mc' to he 

my duty to coiiforni as well as I could to w'hat appeared generally to be the wishes both of 
the English Government and of Parliament, and to effect as good a compromise as the 
very difficult circumstances of the case allowed between the conflicting lines of policy to 
which T have alluded above. It appeared to rnc especially undesirable to do anj thing 
inconsistent with the policy of csacualion, although the time and metliod of carrying that 
policy into effect was, and still is, uncertain. It was evidently worse than useless to build 
up any administrative system whicli would certainly crumble to pieces directly our active 
intervention ceased. On my own icspouslbility, tberefore, I traced for mysclf, very 
roughly, the line of conduct which I tliougdit it desirable to pursue in respect to local 
aflairs. The Egyptian aiulioritics, and especially Nubar Pasha, were extremely sensitive 
as regards any interference in the Dcjiai’tmcnts of Justice and the Intcriur. On IMr. West 
resigning his po&t of Procureur-Gcnth'al, I withdrew altogether from any interference in the 
former of these two Departments. 1 was not sanguine that much progress would be made 
without Euiopean assistance, but I thought that, on the whole, it w'as desirable to see what 
the Egyptian Administration could do in respect to one important Department if it were 
left to itself, under a Minister who enjojed some reputation fur judicial icfornis. When 
Mr. Clifford Llo\d resigned his post of Secretary to the Home OtHcc, I did nut piess for 
the appointment of a sueccssoi'. English interference in the affairs of the interior was 
greatly diminished j it was confined to the cnqdoyment of a few European (mostly 
English) police officers. 'J'lieir presence has given rise to constant friction, and the iccent 
death ol General ^’alentine Baker has reopened the whole question of police organization, 
whicii presents consideiable difficulties. It is, as 1 write, under consideration. 

English interference was, therefore, principally limited to the Depavtmcnl of Finance, 
which deals witli matters of European and international interests, and to the Departuitnl 
of Public Woiks, wliich i' intimately associated with iinanec. 

I cannot say tliat this system has worked altogether well. My nou-interference in 
any Department, and tlie witlidrawal of the English employes in that Department, may, 
and, indeed, does, contribute to establish a hiodu-- iiie)uli with Nubar Pasha and the 
Egyptian Ministers; but, whether I interfere or not, and whether English or native officials 
are cmjiloyed in any particular Departnieut, it is iiupo&siblc to shake off the responsibility 
v.liicli, in the ejes ot tbc public, attaches—and 1 must say 1 think naturally attaches—to 
tlic English Govcrninenl. We are held quite as much responsible for noU'interference us 
for interference; indeed, I am not sure that we aic not held moie lespousible iu the 
former than in the latter case. The new Tiibunah' ha\e not been a success. We are held 
responsible tor tlic failuie. 1 am eonvinecd that the Ministiy of the Interior has only 
worked fairly well becau'«e' some European police otliccis have been enqilujed, and great 
pressure is now being brougbf (o diminish (he impoitanee of their duties, if not to get rid 
t)f them altogether. 

In the Depaitmcnts of Einaiict and Public Works mueli greater progress has been 
made, the reason being that in those Deiiartmeuts Engli-'! iiilliuiiei is lo a fai greater 
degree paramount. 

Another teature of the situation wliich I wish to bung tu your Lt/idsliip’s notice is 
tluil, whilst at one nionunt the Egyjitiun authorities erj out for more liberty of action, 
both legislative and executive, at the next moment I find them not only hopelessly abroad 
when they are left to initiate action on anj really ditlieult question, hut also disposed 
to throw the whole responsibility for any unpopular measures on the English Covernmeiit. 
A.s an illu.etration of the truth of this latter (^bsti^ation, I beg lo draw )uui'Lurdsliip’s 
atlention to my telegram No. 217 of the ‘J.'h'd October, in wliieli 1 said tlial Nubai Pasha 
wi^lled Her Majesty’s Government to decide on the financial pioposal^ now under 
discussion. I wish to add, in cxphmalion of that telegiam, which was peiliap^- lather 
ladly wuided, that 1 never intended to coiney the idea that we should deny that a certain 
amount of responsibility lay with us, still less that we should refuse to give unofficial 
adeice or assistance to the Eg)ptian Government. All 1 meant to say was that, in 
deciding what peculiar fiscal measures were or were not suited to the country, Nubar 
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Pasha should not be wliolly relieved of responsibility, especially as regards matters of 
local detail, in respect to which he and those serviug under him should be in a better 
position to judg^c than any one at a distance. 

I have always felt the extreme difficulty, in writing both to your Lordship and to 
your Lordship’s predecessors, of presenting an accurate and complete picture of the 
system—or perhaps I should say want of system—under whicli the Egyptian administration 
is now carried on. It is, indeed, almost impossible for any one, unless he has not only been 
on the spot, but has also been behind tiie scenes of the administration, lo understand fully 
how it works. The despatches which I send home can neces-arily only describe a small 
portion of the questions which arc frequently arising, and whicli, in one form or another, 
call for my intervention. In some respects the position ot the English Representative is 
the most iiiijiortant in the country. This importance is due to the fact that it is felt that, 
with a British army in occupation of the country, the English Government can, if 
it chooses, always enforce the adoption of any line of conduct which it may press on the 
attention of the Kgyptian Government. On the other hand, I have no diicct authority 
over the Khedive, tlic Egyptian Ministers, or any Egyptian officials, whether European or 
native. The practical working of the system depends, in fact, entirely on personal 
influence, and on the personal characteristics of a few of the more iiiipoilaiit individuals 
concerned. This system luis worked more or less well for the last five years. T do not 
say it may not contimie to work in default of anything better. Ikit it is a system under 
which it is most difficult to obtain any really satisfactory results. It involves constant 
shifts and c'onqiroiiiises, concessions to personal vagaries and susceptibilities, and vacillating 
and lialf-licartcd decisions. In view of the incongruous elements that lia\e to be 
manipulated, then' is a constant risk that some incident, perhaps unimportant in itself, may 
arise which will seriously interfere with the haniionioiis working of the system. I 
am well aware of the considerable difficulties which might arise wore any seiious cluinge 
proposed, neillier do I propose to .submit to your Lordsliij) at present any definite 
suggestions in the direction of change. My niuin object is to point out the inconveniences 
which result from the present system, and to express a hope that it will not acquire a 
character of permanency. 1 cannot help thinking that sooner or later, if wc do not 
withdraw the British garrison, we shall be obliged to assume move direct res|ionsil)ilities, 
and, indeed, unless we witlidraw, it is, on the whole, desirable that we should do so.^ The 
present system of ill-detincd responsibility and ill-defined power is full of inconveniences, 
and amongst other objections has the disadvantage of presenting English administration tu 
the Egyptian and Burupean public in a very unfavourable light. I trust that if some 
favourable opportunity occurs the position will be rectified. 

J will not enter into any discussion of tbc difficulties, Parlimnentary and diplomatic, 
wliich would result from any more direct assumption of English responsibility in Egypt. 

I am not in a good position "to form an opinion on such matters, whicli, indeed, lie, for the 
most part, outside iny purview ot the situation. 

As to the local etlcct of any such measures, all 1 have to say is that we can never be 
popular ill Egypt, any more than in India, in the full sense in which that term is generally 
employed. Differences of religion, language, habits of thought, and social customs 
eflectually debar any such consummation. But it would be altogether erroneous to 
supjiosc that the English arc very unpopular in Egypt. Such is not at all the case. 
Were we so universally disliked as is sometimes alleged, it is impossible lo conceive that 
the dislike would not manifest itself iu quarrels with English soldiers, disrespect or 
discourtesy shown to mysclf, and in many other ways. Nothing of the kind, however, 
occurs. On the contrary, I believe that in spite of foreign intrigue and of frequent and 
unscrupulous misrepresentation, and iu spite ol some disappointinent as^ to the results 
we have so far achieved, we have distinctly gained in popularity. Ihe masses are 
beginning to recognize the benefits which ha\c accrued to them by reason ot the exercise of 
British influence. The commercial classes, w hether European or native, arc fully alive to 
the advantages of the pax Britamiica. 

'riic rcprc.sentatives of the Mahommedau religion know tliat we should treat their 
cherished institutions tenderly, and, for the time being at all events, only blame us for 
not interfering more actively in some branches of the Administration. The privileged 
classes alone regard us with some hostility, and I believe that even this hostility is being 
gradually assuaged, and that if w'c were able to act for ourselves, and not tu so great an 
extent through native agents, who arc often injudicious, unsympathetic to the popula- 
tion, and of doubtful loyalty to ourselves, is capable of further mitigation. In tact, if 
we assumed a more direct and prominent part in the work of government, our conduct 
would meet with general and tacit ac<juiescence from the masses, with approval, it may be 
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a sort of lialf-hearted and hesitating approval, from many who are tired and annoyed at 
the uncertainty of our policy, and with absolute disapproval from only a few. 

Your Lordship will observe that I have used M. Selim Faris’ w'ork—W'hich is 
unimportant, save in so far as it represents a certain section of Maliommedan, and 
especially Turkish, opinion—as a vehicle to convey some remarks on the more important 
local aspects of the Egyptian ejnestion. 

I began by defining the policy of “ Egypt for the Egyptians,” and by showing that 
the policy represented in this phrase, if accurately interpreted, was wholly impracticable. 

I then proceeded to show that the policy which M. Selim Faris and others put 
forward under the title of “ Egypt for the Egyptians ” can, in reality, be more correctly 
described as a policy of‘'Egypt for the Turks and Turco-Egyptian-^,” and that it deserved 
more consideration under its real than under its false name. 

I drew attention to the fact that one of the incidental advantages claimed for that 
policy was that the power of Maliommedan orthodoxy, as embodied in the person of the 
Sultan, might be used to tranquillize the Soudan. I expressed my doubts as to the 
efficacy of this weapon. 

I then dwelt on the considerable influence possessed by the Sultan in Egypt proper, 
and I gave my reasons for thinking that tliat influence could not be advantageously used 
in the cause of good civil government in the country. 1 expressed my doubts whether it 
could be used to further tiic ends of English policy in Egypt so long as the British occu¬ 
pation lasts. 

After touching incidentally on the suggestion made by M. Selim Fari^ that an Indian 
Maliommedan should he associated with tlie Egyptian Ministry, I pointed out that the 
establishment of cordial relations between the Governments of England and Turkey 
depended mainly on the withdrawal of the British Army of Occupation from Egypt. 

I then discussed the policy of evacuation, and T stated the main arguments in favour 
of the adoption of that policy. They are foi' the most part of a general European and 
Parliamentary nature. 

I showed that, on the other hand, the possibility of carrying that policy into effect 
depended mainly on local considerations. 

I stated that we could not withdraw the British garrison unless we could leave behind 
us a Government affording a fair prospect of stability, and one wdiich would govern after 
a tolerably civilized fashion. 

I di.scusscd M. Selim Faris’ suggestion that in order to insure those objects we should 
introduce a strong Egyptian clement, of which Riaz Pasha would he the chit f represen¬ 
tative, into the Egyptian Ministry. 

I stated that the accession to office of Riaz Pasha, although it would not permanently 
satisfy those whose watchword is “Egypt for tlio Egyptians” in the true sense of the 
nords, would be popular owing to the very general dislike entertained for Nuhar 
Pasha. 

I explained the general and specific causes of this dislike. 

I stated that, amongst the former, Nuhar Pasha’s religion and Armenian extraction 
oecupicHl a foremost place, and that discontent with the administration of the “ Wakfs” and 
the administration of justice constituted the most important amongst the specific causes. 

I showed that Nuhar Pasha was in no way responsible for any maladministration of 
the “ Wakfs,” hut that nevertheless the odium for such iniiladininistrntioii fell to some 
extent on him and on the English Government. 

I then discussed the complaints made against the new Tribunals. I ^lu)wed that 
these' complaints might he divided into two categories, vi/,. tliose made from a European 
and those made from a Mahoinincdan point of view. 

I stated that the complaints in the former category did not involve any (luestion of 
l)rineiple, and that such abuses as exist might be remedied without any radical change of 
system. 

1 then dwelt at some length on the complaints made by Maliommedan!,. I explained 
that in some degree their complaints tallied with those made by the Europeans, hut 
that they had further complaints of their own, vvliich involved serious questions of principle. 
Of thobc, the most important is the alleged antagonism between the new Codes tmd tlie 
“ Sheriat.” 

I stated that it was a ditiieult, but nut by any means impossible, task to reconcile 
Maliommedan opinion to European law and procedure. I gave it, however, a.s my opinion 
that this object could not be attained by the agencies through which we are now obliged 
to work. 

1 then discussed a further complaint made by the Mahommedans, namely, that they 
wore excluded from appointments by reason of the favouvitisin shown to the Copts and 
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Syrians. I showed how far there was any substantial ground for complaints of this 
nature. 

I then expressed ray own opinion on the question of a change of Ministry. I stated 
that I thought that if the British garrison were to be speedily withdrawn, the accession to 
office of Riaz Pasha, who may practically be considered the only man available, was, on the 
whole, desirable, but that, if not, there was no necessity for the English government to 
move in the matter. 

I then examined the question of the probable stability and behaviour of any Egyptian 
Ministry after the withdrawal of the British troops. 

1 showed that the reforms effected under British auspices, however desirable in 
themselves, could not be relied upon to enhance the probability of stable government until 
sufficient time had elapsed to enable them to take root in the country. 

I pointed out that the policy of administrative reform would almost certainly receive a 
considerable check if the British garrison were to be withdrawn. 

I explained how it was that the bulwarks to which most European Governments and 
dynasties look to insure their stability were very weak reeds on which to lean in Egypt. 

1 stated that Parliamentary institutions were unsuited to the country; that a 
despotism was, under the present conditions of society, the only possible form of 
Government iu Egypt; that the present Khedive did not possess the qualifications of 
a wise and strong despot; that no other preferable Ruler was available ; that the loyalty of 
the army was doubtful; that the administration of justice was complicated and defective; 
and that the Exchequer was barely solvent. 

Without venturing to hazard any confident opinion as to the possibility of carrying 
out the policy of evacuation, I then drew attention to the risks which must inevitably be 
run if that policy is eventually carried out. I sliowed that some of these risks were "of a 
temporary and others of a comparatively permanent character. 

I then dwelt on our present position in Egypt, and on the inconveniences which 
result from the ill-defincd nature of our responsibilities. I stated that, if we do not 
evacuate the country, wc shall probably sooner or later be driven to assume a more 
prominent and openly responsible position than at present. 

Finally, I offered some remarks on the probable effect on the different classes 
of Egyptian society of our assuming fresh responsibilities. 

I must apologize to your Lordship for the great length of this despatch. 1 have 
thought that, if it serves no other purpose, it may perhaps be useful as a sort of 
compendium of some of the principal arguments which may be used in connection with a 
few of the more general aspects of the Egyptian question. 

[ trust, also, that your Lordship will pardon me if, in a purely Confidential despatch 
of this nature, I have touched incidentally on any matters which may in some degree he 
said to lie outside the scope of my usual functions. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) E. BARING. 
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